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From  1733  to  1736,  and  174.410  1747. 
By    JOSEPH     R  O  B  S  O  N, 

Late  Surveyor   and   Supervifor  of  the   Buildings  to   the 
Hudfon's-bay   Company. 

Containing  a  Variety  of  Facts,    Observations,    and 
Discoveries,  tending  to  fhev7, 

I.  Thevafl  Importance  of  the  Countries  about  Hudson's-Bay 
to  Great-Britain,  on  Account  of  the  extenfive  Improvements 
that  m>ay  be  m^ade  there  in  many  beneficial  Articles  of  Com- 
merce, particularly  in  the  Furs  and  in  the  Whale  and 
Seal    Fisheries.     And, 

II.  The  ir.terefled  Views  of  the  Hudfon's  bay  Com.pany;  and 
the  abfolute  Neceffity  of  laying  open  the  Trade,  and  m.aking 
it  the  Objed  of  National  Encouragement,  as  the  only 
Method  of  keeping  it  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  French. 

To  whiph  is  added  an    APPENDIX;    containing, 

I.  A  Hiort  Hiilory  of  the  Difcovery  of  Hudfon  s-bay  ;  and  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Enplift  there  fince  the  Grant  of  the  Hudfon's-bay  Charter:  To- 
gether with  Remarks  upon  the  Papeis  and  Evidence  produced  by  that  Com- 
pany before  the  Committee  of  "the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the 
Year  174.9. 

II.  An  Eftimate  of  the  Expence  of  bailding  the  Stone  Fort,  called  Prince  of 
Wales's-fort,  at  the  entrance  of  Churchill-river. 

III.  The  Soundings  cf  Nelfon-river. 

IV.  A  Survey  of  the  Gourfe  of  Neifon-river. 

V.  A  Survey  of  Seal  and  Gillam's  Iflands.     And, 

VI.  A  Journal  of  the  V/inds  and  Tides  at  Churchill-rlver,  for  Par:  of  the 
Tears  1746  and  1747. 

The  V/hoIe  illuftrated, 

By  a  Draught  of  Nelson  and  Hayes's  Rivers  ;  a  Draught 
of  Churchill-river;  and  Plans  of  York-fort,  and 
Prince  of   V/ales's  fort. 
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The  reader  is  defircd  to  correal  the  following  Errata,  occafioned 
by  the  author's  diflance  from  the  prefs. 

page  3.  1.   12.    16.   17.  for  Bay  read  Hey. 
ZZ.  1.   21.   iox  eight  it?^^  fix, 
27.  1.   17  and  page  28.  1.  19  for  vi'/y-^  read  j^lfon. 

29.  1.   5  and  6  for  /?/}  (^j  t<vjo  thirds  than.,  read  4/j   than 
tnjoo  thirds  of 

30.  Note  at  the  bottom,  for  fig.  ^  read  fig.   i. 
39.  1.  21.  dele  all  /        - 

46.  1.   II.  for  them,  read  ^^  frog,  1.   12  and  13.  for  thcTj^ 

read//,  and  1.  14.  for  they  ivere,  read  it  ivas, 
CO.  1.  29  and  30.  for  Cockapocko,  read  Cockacapo. 
54.  1.   19-  for  Pocathujkoy  read  Pockaracifco. 

66.  1.  24  and  25.  dele,  of  niany  to7is^  and  1.  27.  ^ox  feaU 
Jkin,  read  fea-horfe  Jkin. 

67.  1.  II.  after Tt'>^£',  add,  kno^w  the  country ,  and 

68.  1.   10.  io^  great,  read  greater. 

APPENDIX. 
Page  12.  1.   35.  ^orfieered,  read  fheered. 
I  3.  1.  7.  dele  rt«^, 
15.  1.   26  and  29.  {OT  fort  TQSid  port. 
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T    O 

The  Right   Honourable 

1  G  E  O   R   G  E 

Earl  of  HALIFAX, 
Firft  Lord  Commissioner 

O    F 

Trade    and    Plantations, 

'^       My   Lord, 

'      f^     '- 

YOUR  Lordiliip  is  the  on- 
ly perfon  in  the  kingdom 
\  to  whom  I  ought  to  dedica^:;;  the 
^    following  flieets..  Iwasprompt- 

a  ed 


(ii) 

ed  to  write  them  by  a  flrong  de- 
fire  to  ferve  my  native  country  5 
and  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  your 
Lordfhip  will  look  into  them  at  a 
leifure  hour,  and  find,  at  leaft, 
fome  amufement  from  the  facts, 
though  reprefented  in  a  homely 
drefs. 

The  opening  a  new  channel 
for  trade  to  a  vaft  country,  a- 
bounding  with  inhabitants,  and 
with  many  beneficial  articles  of 
commerce,  is  a  work  that  highly 
merits  the  attention  of  our  wifeft 
and  greateft  men. 

There  are  furs,  my  Lord, 
on  this  large  tra£t  of  land, 
fufficient  to  ilipply  all  Europe  ; 
\\  hich  yet  are  locked  up  by  a 

fev/ 


(  "i  ) 
few  men,  from  the  body  of 
the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
though  not  from  the  French. 
The  poor  inhabitants  are  clad  In 
the  Ikins  of  wild  beads,  which 
they  part  with  freely  for  our 
woollen  and  iron  manufactures, 
on  fuch  amazing  low  terms,  as 
will  fcarcely  be  credited  by 
thofe  who  have  not  tailed  of 
the  fweets  of  the  Hudfon's- 
bay  monoply. 

Whale5  and  various  other 
fiih  are  fo  plenty  in  the  Bay, 
and  in  the  inlets  leading  from 
thence  to  the  weftern  ocean, 
that  the  natives  catch  more 
than  are  neceffary  for  their  fub- 
fiftence,  with  their  own  fimple 
a  2  con- 


(  iv  ) 
contrivances.  The  land  a- 
bounds  with  mines  and  miner- 
aisj  and  is  aifo  capable  of  great 
improvement  by  cultivation  5 
and  the  climate  within  the 
country  is  very  habitable.  If 
the  able  poor  or  the  convi(9:s 
were  fent  thither^  with  faitable 
encouragement,  they  would 
very  foon  become  happy  theiH'^ 
felves  and  ufeful  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

Your  Lordiliip's  wife  and 
•fteady  condutt  fince  you  ap- 
peared at  the  head  of  the  board 
of  trade^  has  drawn  upon  you 
the  eyes  of  every  trader  in  the 
nation  5  even  tjie  loweil  manu- 
facturers now  fay 5    ^^  They  are 

^^  happv^ 


(v) 

^^  happy^  fince  Halifax  pre- 
^^  iides :  He  knows  the  true  in- 
^^  tereftofthe  nation^  that  it  de- 
^^  pends  upon  trade  and  manu- 
^^  fai9:ures ,  that  v/e  have  now 
^^  more  rivals  than  ever;  that 
^^  navigation  is  our  bulwark, 
"  and  colonies  our  chief  fup- 
^^  port  5  and  that  new  channels 
^^  of  trade  iliould  be  induftri- 
^^  ouily  opened :  therefore,  he 
^^  furveys  the  whole  globe  in 
^^  fearch  of  frefh  inlets,  where 
^^  our  Ihips  rnay  enter  and 
^^  traffic/' 

These  are  the  fentiments 
that  are  univerfally  entertained 
of  your  Lordihip,  and  I  am 
abundantly  convinced  that  they 

are 


(  vi  ) 
are  juft  j  which  makes  me  re- 
joice in  the  prefent  opportunity 
of  profeffing  myfelf,   with   the 
greateil  poffible  refpeclj 

My    Lord, 

Your  Lordship's 

Mofi  obedient  and 

Moft  humble  Servant 


London,  April 


Joseph  Robson 
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PREFACE. 


A  FTER  having  been  fix  years  in  the 
Jr\^  countries  adjoining  to  Hudfon  s-Bay,  up- 
on my  return  to  London  I  found  that  the  mer- 
cantile  part  of  the  nation  thought  it  a  matter 
of  the  utmoft  importance  to  put  the  trade  to 
that  place  upon  a  different  footing,  by  laying 
it  open  to  all  the  Britifh  merchants,  and  fetting 
afide  a  hurtful  monopoly,  granted  only  by 
charter,  and  not  confirmed  by  parliament  but 
for  feven  years,  which  expired  above  fifty  years 
ago. 

It  was  evident,  that  notwithflanding  the 
Hudfon's-Bay  Company  had  enjoyed  the  benefits 
of  an  exclufive  charter  for  near  eighty  years^ 
and  had  received  no  interruption  to  their  pof-- 
fefiion  fince  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  they  had 
not  procured  all  the  trade  they  might  have 
done  ;  having  dealt  in  nothing  confiderable  but 
the  Fur-trade,  and  thro'  their  pariimony  on 
one  hand,  and  exorbitancy  on  the  other,  con- 
fined even  that  to  a  very  narrow  channel ;  (o 
that  the  trade  to  thofe  vafl;  countries  has  been 
kept  locked  up,  as  if  this  kingdom  wanted  no 
new  vent  for  its  manufadures,  nor  increafe  to 
its  fliipping.     It  was  evident  alibj  that  tho'  the 

B  Com- 


(    2    ) 

Company  had  thus  negleded  the  improvement 
of  their  own  trade,  and  difcouraged  a  more 
extenfive  one  by  induftrioufly  preventing  people 
froni  fettling  about  the  Bay,  and  improving  the 
lands  and  fifiieries  there,  they  had  not  taken 
care  to  check  the  incroachments  of  the  French, 
who  are  daily  increaimg  and  extending  their 
Fur-trade  within  land  to  the  fouth-weflward 
and  weftvvard  of  the  bay,  among  the  lakes  and 
near  the  fources  of  the  fever  al  rivers  upon  which 
the  Company  have  m.ade  fettlements.  The 
chief  trading  cities  and  towns  of  Great  Britain, 
therefore,  from  a  jiifh  concern  for  their  own 
interefl  and  the  interefh  of  their  country,  which 
are  infeparably  united,  in  the  year  1749  peti- 
tioned the  parliament  againft  the  Company's 
charter. 

To  fupport  the  allegations  contained  in  thefe 
petitions,  feveral  perfons  were  examined  before 
a  committee  of  the  honourable  houfe  of  com- 
mons appoi?2ted  to  enquire  into  the  Jlate  and  con- 
dition  of  the  countries  about  Hiidfons-Bay^  and 
the  trade  carried  on  there.  Of  thefe  I  was  one : 
but  for  want  of  confidence,  and  an  ability  to 
exprefs  myfelf  clearly,  the  account  I  then  gave 
was  far  from  being  fo  exad:  and  full  as  that 
which  I  intended  to  have  given.  And,  indeed, 
it  is  impofiible,  from  all  the  accounts  united, 
to  form  a  juft  idea,  either  of  the  countries 
about  Hudfon\s-Bay,  or  the  Company's  ma- 
.  nagemcnt  of  the  trade  :  I  am  acquainted  with 
feveral  of  the  v^itnefles,  and  know  that  they 
omitted  upon  their  examination  many  impor- 
tant 


tant  circumftances  which  I  had  before  ofteti 
heard  them  relate  ^  which  muft  be  attributed, 
either  to  their  confufion  upon  appearing  before 
fo  awful  an  affembly,  or  to  their  having  a 
dependance  upon  the  Company,  and  an  ex- 
peftation  of  being  employed  again  in  their  fer- 
vice.  I  will  beg  leave  to  give  one  inflance  of 
this  deficiency : 

Arthur  Slater  mate  of  one  of  theCompa- 
ny*s  floops  in  the  Bay,  being  with  Chriftopher 
Banifter,  a  witnefs^  faid,  that  "  Longdon  and 
"  Hay  ought  to  be  hanged  for  laying  down, 
"  in  a  draught  of  a  difcovery,  places  in  Hud- 
"  fon's-Bay  which  they  never  faw  or  knev^^ 
"  anything  of"*  and  Banifter  reprimanding 
Hay  for  laying  down  thofe  places  upon  con- 
jed:ure  without  having  feen  them ;  Hay  an- 
fwered,  "  Peugh,  it  fignifies  nothing ;  it  will 
^^  never  be  known":  but  Banifter  faid  no- 
thing of  this  before  the  committee.  I  could 
produce  many  more  inftances  of  the  fame 
failure  in  point  of  evidence :  but  the  reader 
will  eafily  obferve  the  difference  between  that 
which  was  produced  before  the  com.mittee,  as 
related  in  their  report ;  and  the  account  con- 
tained in  the  following  pages. 

On  the  other  hand  the  Company's  defence 
was  made  principally  from  journals  and  letters, 
which  could  not  lie  under  the  fame  difadvan- 
tages ;  and  thofe  produced,  were  only  fuch  as 
were  calculated  to  fet  their  affairs  and  conduft 
in  the  moft  favourable  light* 
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Being  fenfible  therefore,  that  the  committee 
had  been  amufed  by  partial  reprefentations ; 
that  a  much  more  extenfive  trade  may  be 
eftablifhed  in  Hudfon's-Bay,  both  for  pelts 
and  furs  -,  that  there  are  great  appearances  of 
valuable  mines  along  the  coaft;  and  that  a  pro- 
fitable fifhery  for  whales,  feals,  &c,  might  be 
carried  on  by  means  of  the  natives  at  a  fmall 
expence ;  confidering  alfo,  the  great  fpirit  for 
trade  which  appears  in  all  the  European  na^ 
tions,  and  the  obligations  we  are  under  upon 
that  account  to  remove  every  thing  that  ob- 
ftrucSts  cur  own  trade  and  manufactures ;  and 
being  at  the  fame  time  convinced,  that  the 
mifmanagement  of  the  Hudfon's-Bay  Com- 
pany in  locking  up  thefe  countries  from  Bri- 
tain, in  not  fettling  them,  and  fending  up 
traders  to  the  lakes  and  fources  of  the  rivers 
in  the  Bay,  not  only  gives  the  French  an  op- 
portunity of  taking  off  the  very  beft  commo- 
dities, but  lays  a  foundation  for  their  wrefting 
the  whole  country  from  us  upon  the  firft  war  j 
a  truth  acknowledged  even  by  the  Company's 
principal  officers  :  I  fay,  taking  all  thefe  things 
together,  I  thought  myfelf  indifpenfabiy  obliged 
to  recover  the  truth  out  of  that  thick  darknefs 
in  which  it  had  been  defignedly  involved,  and 
fet  it  in  the  fulleft  and  cleareft  light  I  was 
able,  by  the  publication  of  the  following 
fheets. 

I  KNOW  It  has  been  induftriouily  propagated, 
by  a  let  of  felf-interefted  men,  that  the  coun- 
tries adjoining  to  the  Bay  are  incapable  of  ^any 
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beneficial  improvements ;  and  that  the  feverity 
of  the  climate  renders  them  unfit  fi^r  human 
creatures  to  inhabit.  The  fame  was  once  faid 
of  Siberia  :  but  Siberia,  which  begins  to  be 
better  known  than  the  moft  cultivated  parts  of 
Ruffia  were  a  century  ago,  is  found  to  be  wa- 
tered with  large  navigable  rivers,  to  have  fpa- 
cious  and  fertile  plains,  and  many  rich  mines 
of  gold,  filver,  and  other  metals.  Yet  this 
country,  as  it  lies  parallel  with  the  more 
northerly  part  of  Hudfon's-Bay,  and  is  as  it 
were  the  center  of  a  much  larger  continent,  is 
feveral  degrees  colder  than  the  countries  weft- 
ward  of  the  Bay ;  for  the  farther  eafterly  all 
northern  countries  are,  they  are  proportionably 
colder,  from  the  prevailing  wefterly  winds,  in 
the  higher  latitudes,  croffing  over  large  tradls 
of  land  covered  with  fnow,  whilft  the  winds 
which  come  from  the  ocean  and  open  fea,  are 
milder  and  more  temperate.  Banifhment  to 
this  country  was  at  firft  thought  little  better 
than  immediate  death :  but  by  venturing  to 
make  ufe  of  it  for  this  purpofe,  it  was  found  to 
be  very  habitable,  its  immenfe  treafures  were 
difcovered,  and  the  power  of  the  Ruffian  em- 
pire was  greatly  extended  and  increafed.  Let 
us  make  the  fame  experiment  with  the  coun- 
tries about  Hudfon's-Bay  5  either  affign  them 
as  a  place  of  banidiment  for  our  convidts,  or 
fend  thither  properly  furnifhed  a  number  of 
men  of  capacity  and  refolution,  or  do  both ; 
and  the  fame,  or  better,  I  am  perfuaded,  will 
be  the  eifects. 
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The  Company  have  for  eighty  years  flept 
at  the  edge  of  a  frozen  fea ;  they  have  ihev^n 
no  curiofity  to  penetrate  farther  themfelves, 
and  have  exerted  all  their  art  and  powder  to 
crufh  that  fpirit  in  others.  They  have  kept 
the  language  of  the  natives,  and  all  that  might 
be  gained  by  a  familiar  and  friendly  intercourfe 
with  them,  as  much  as  poffible,  a  fecret  to 
their  own  fervants;  and  the  invaluable  trea- 
fures  of  this  extenfive  countiy  a  profound  fe^ 
cret  to  Great  Britain.  But  there  are  not  only 
bare  fymptoms,  but  confirmed  accounts  of 
many  rich  mines  here  -,  there  are  fine  rivers 
running  from  and  leading  to  the  fov.  thward  and 
fouth-weilward,  inviting  the  people  to  gq  up 
and  fee  what  the  countries  afford :  and  inter- 
preters have  gathered  from  the  natives,  that 
they  have  been  in  countries  where  the  rivers 
run  a  contrary  courfe  to  the  rivers  in  the  Bay  ^ 
that  feme  have  feen  the  fea  and  fliips  on  the 
Other  fide  of  the  land  to  the  weftward  3  that 
the  people  dwell  in  towns  -,  that  little  fnow  Hes 
in  that  country  *  ^  and  that  the  French  live 
and  trade  with  them  within  the  country  at 
the  heads  of  thofe  rivers  that  run  down  to  the 
Engli/h  factories. 

*  Some  of  the  Indians  that  come  to  York-fort  have 
wondered  to  fee  the  inov.- Joes  ;  and  upon  being  told  to 
what  ufe  they  were  applied,  have  anfwercd,  that  as  they 
had  but  little  fjioiy,  thcv  :iad  no  occafion  for  fuch  helps. 
And  a  trader  informed  me,  that  having  one  day  offered  an 
Indian  woman  fome  prunes  to  make  up  the  defc6ls  of  a  bad 
commodity,  fhe  aftced  him  how  he  could  offer  her  fruit  of 
^hjch  foe  had  plenty  in  her  own  country. 


(  7  ) 
I  had  an  opportunity  during  my  refidence  in 
Hudfon  s-Bay^  to  obtain  many  accounts  of  the 
country,  and  the  condud:  of  the  Company ;  by 
which,  and  my  own  obfervations,  the  follow- 
ing articles  are  confirmed  to  me  as  matters  of 
fact. 

I.  That  the  Hudfon's-Eay  Com.pany  have 
(liewn  no  concern  for  the  improvement  of  their 
trade,  extending  it  but  partially  to  the  Furs,  and 
totally  neglediing  the  Mines  and  Fifheries. 

II.  That  they  believe  a  more  extenfive 
trade,  and  farther  difcoveries  inconfiftent  with 
their  intereft ;  as  an  exclufive  trade  and  valu- 
able difcoveries  might  alarm  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  and  engage  them  in  fchemes  to 
lay  the  trade  open  and  fetde  the  countries. 

III.  That  in  confequence  of  this  narrow 
fpirit  of  felf-intereft,  the  French  have  been 
encouraged  to  travel  many  hundred  miles  over 
land  from  Canada,  and  up  many  rivers  that 
have  great  water-falls,  in  order  to  make  trad- 
ing fettlcments  ;  and  that  they  carry  on  a 
friendly  intercourfe  with  the  natives  at  the 
heads  of  moft  of  our  rivers  weftward  of  the 
Bay,  even  as  far  as  Churchill-river,  and  inter- 
cept the  Company's  trade. 

IV.  That  there  are  fine  improveable  lands 
up  the  rivers  in  the  Bay  ;  and  no  Britifli  fetde- 
ments,  or  colonies,   made  or  attempted  to  be 

made  there. 

V.  That  it  is  very  pradicable  to  navigate 
the  rivers  and  lakes,  and  fetde  colonics  upon 
them,    which  might  be  comfortably  fubfiftcd 
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by  tillage  and  pafturage,  to  the  great  improve- 
ment of  the  trade  of  the  country,  and  jhe 
confumption  of  Britifh  manufadtures. 

VI.  That  the  feveral  tribes  of  natives  hin- 
der each  other,  by  their  wars,  from  hunting 
to  advantage,  and  coming  to  the  Englifli  fado- 
ries :  whereas,  if  the  Englifh  had  fettlements 
among  them,  and  took  pains  to  civilize  and 
endear  them,  they  would  apply  themfelves  to 
hunting  in  the  proper  feafons,  and  bring  all 
their  Furs  to  the  Englifli  fadlories^  which 
would  put  an  effedual  flop  to  the  incroach- 
ments  of  the  French. 

VII.  That  there  are  the  ilrongefl  fymp- 
toms,  and  even  confirmed  accounts  of  valuable 
mines  about  the  Bay. 

VIII.  That  a  very  profitable  fiflicry  might 
be  eflablifhed  in  the  Bay  and  Straits  for  Whales 
and  Seals,  by  means  of  the  Efkimaux  and 
other  natives. 

IX.  That  it  is  pradicable  in  two  fummers, 
and  with  very  little  expence,  to  determine  the 
reality  of  a  north-weft  paflage.     And, 

X.  That  the  laying  open  the  trade  of 
Hudfon's-Bay,  and  making  it  the  objed;  of 
national  encouragement,  is  the  only  method 
left  of  keeping  both  the  trade  and  t!ie  country 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  French. 

All  thefe  particulars  I  have  endeavoured  to 
fet  in  the  cleareft  lijT;ht ;  ^jnd  I  have  to  the  beil 
of  my  knowledge  kept  within  the  bounds  of 
trutho 

A  N 


(  8  ) 
by  tillage  and  pafturage,  to  the  great  improve- 
ment of  the  trade  of  the  country,    and  jhe 
confumption  of  Britifh  manufadtures. 

VI.  That  the  feveral  tribes  of  natives  hin- 
der each  other,  by  their  wars,  from  hunting 
to  advantage,  and  coming  to  the  Englifh  fadlo- 
ries :  whereas,  if  the  Englifh  had  Settlements 
among  them.,  and  took  pains  to  civilize  and 
endear  them,  they  would  apply  themfelves  to 
hunting  in  the  proper  feafons,  and  bring  all 
their  Furs  to  the  Englifli  fadories^  which 
would  put  an  effedual  ftop  to  the  incroach- 
ments  of  the  French. 

VIL  That  there  are  the  ftrongeft  fymp- 
toms,  and  even  confirmed  accounts  of  valuable 
mines  about  the  Bay. 

VIII.  That  a  very  profitable  fifliery  might 
be  eiiablifhed  in  the  Bay  and  Straits  for  Whales 
and  Seals,  by  means  of  the  Efkimaux  and 
other  natives. 

IX.  That  it  is  pradicable  in  two  fiimmers, 
and  with  very  little  expence,  to  determine  the 
reality  of  a  north- weft  pafTage.     And, 

X.  That  the  laying  open  the  trade  of 
Hudfon's-Bay,  and  making  it  the  obje6t  of 
national  encouragement,  is  the  only  iiiethod 
left  of  keeping  both  the  trade  and  the  country 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  French. 

All  thefe  particulars  1  have  endccivoiircd  to 
fct  in  the  cleareft  light ;  and  I  have  to  the  bell 
of  my  knowledge  kept  v/ithin  the  bounds  of 
trnth. 

A  N 
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ACCOUNT 

0  F 

Six  Years  Residence 

1  N 

H  UD  S  O  N's-BA  T, 

IN  the  year  1733  I  embarked  on  board 
the  Mary  frigate,  commanded  by  captain 
George  Spurrell,  bound  for  Churchill-river  in 
Hudfon's-Bay.  We  failed  from  Gravefend  the 
1 6th  of  May,  put  into  Tinmouth  the  24th, 
touched  at  Carflown  in  the  Orkneys  the  7th  of 
June,  and  arrived  at  Churchill- river  the  3d  of 
Augufl. 

I  was  ordered  diredlly  to  Efkimaux- point  at 
the  entrance  of  the  river,  v/here  I  found  feveral  per- 
fons  employed  in  laying  the  foundation  of  a  ftone- 
fort.  The  principal  workman  was  an  old  man, 
named  Tuttie,  who  had  been  a  labourer  to 
mafons  in  London,  and  knew  nothing  of  the 
theory  of  building ;  and  the  perfon  whom  the  go- 
vernor had  appointed  overfeer,  was  one  Thomas 
Giddins,  formerly  a  common  foldier,  but  lately  a 
hofier  near  London,  who  failing  in  his  bufmefs, 
■was  taken  into  the  Company's  fervice  and  fent  to 
Churchill-river,  not  as  a  tradefman,  but  as  a  com- 
mon fervant.  Under  fucji  influence  was  the  build- 
ing 
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ing  carried  on,  as  if  it  had  been  the  firfl:  attempted 
to  be  made  by  the  nation  to  whom  it  belonged. 

In  thefe  circumftances  it  was  natural  to  con- 
clude, that  the  governor  would  be  pleafed  to  find 
a  man  capable  of  condu6i:ii'g  the  building  pro- 
perly ;  and  accordingly  I  ventured  to  interfere  in 
the  diredlion.  But  upon  the  governor's  firfi:  vifit, 
who,  as  it  was  the  feafon  for  the  coming  in  of  the  fhip 
from  England,  was  obliged  to  refide  chiefly  at  the 
old  fa(5lory  five  miles  diilant,  I  found  myfelf  egre- 
gioufly  miflaken.  He  fhook  his  horfewhip  at  me, 
and  aiked.  Who  made  me  a  director  over  thefc 
men  ?  But  notwithftanding  this  difcouraging  check, 
I  ftill  applied  diligently  to  the  v/ork  ;  for  I  was 
young  and  fond  of  (hewing  my  abilities,  and  was 
befides  much  grieved  to  fee  a  building  of  fuch  con- 
fequence  ruined  thro'  ignorance  and  want  of 
care. 

Th  e  next  time  the  governor  came,  he  offered 
me  a  dram,  and  told  me  I  mufl  do  nothing  with- 
out firfb  acquainting  him.  But  as  he  lived  at  fo 
great  a  diflance,  I  thought  it  wrong  to  retard  the 
work  by  fending  to  him  for  inftrudions  which  I 
knew  he  was  incapable  of  giving ;  for  he  was  an 
abfolute  flranger  to  the  rules  of  building,  having 
been  brought  up  from  a  boy  in  Hudfon's-Bay, 
where  nothing  is  to  be  learned  but  the  language 
and  manners  of  the  natives,  and  the  miCthods  of 
trading  with  them. 

The  Hones  we  made  ufe  of  being  of  the 
pebble  kind,  could  only  be  hammered  into  fliape. 
The  choofing  out  thofe  which  were  moff  proper 
for  the  purpofe  v/as  the  firfl  ftep^  the  laying  them 
near  the  place  where  they  would  be  wanted  the 
next,  and  the  fixing  them  to  the  bed  advantage,  and 
with  leafl  hammering,  was  the  third  and  principal. 
The  fecond  only  was  the  province  of  our  overfeer, 
who  in  every  thing  elfe  aded  under  my  dircftion  as 

mafon : 
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niafon  :  and  being  piqued  at  receiving  orders  from 
a  ftranger,  who,  perhaps,  examined  too  narrowly 
and  reproved  too  freely  for  his  intereft,  he  took 
every  opportunity  of  fecretly  oppofing  my  plan, 
and  often  ordered  the  labourers  to  lay  the  flones 
down  wrong.  This  retarded  the  work  exceedingly ; 
for  I  was  determined  to  redtify  ail  miftakes,  whe- 
ther they  proceeded  from  ignorance  or  malice.  In- 
deed after  I  left  the  country  the  building  proceeded 
in  the  old  way,  without  any  ufeful  guidance  or  in- 
fpedion  ;  and  every  error  pail  uncorredled.  This 
was  evident  upon  my  return  in  1 746  ;  for  part  of 
that  which  they  condu6led  had  tumbled,  and 
much  more  of  it  bulged  :  and  I  am  convinced 
that  if  the  cannon  upon  the  rampart  had  been 
loaded  and  fired  for  fervice,  much  of  it  muft  have 
fallen  upon  the  firil  or  fecond  difcharge. 

We  left  off  building  in  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember, and  repaired  to  the  old  fadtory  live  miles 
up  the  river;  and  when  winter  fet  in,  the  fervants 
were  ordered  abroad  to  their  feveral  works,  fome 
to  iilh,  others  to  the  woods,  and  fome  to  hunt  and 
trap.  The  fifhers  go  up  to  the  lakes,  as  well  as 
up  the  rivers.  There  are  fome  particular  places, 
where  filh  are  only  to  be  caught  when  the  river  is 
frozen  over,  as  at  the  foot  of  a  deep  ftream,  or 
the  mouth  of  a  creek.  They  fometimes  make 
large  openings  in  the  ice,  where  they  angle  with  a 
hook  and  line,  and  catch  falmon,  pike,  mothy, 
titemag,  &c.  Sometimes  they  cut  feveral  fmall 
holes  in  a  right  line,  at  fuch  diHances  as  they 
can  pafs  a  line  at  the  end  of  a  ftick,  from  hole  to 
hole,  and  hawl  a  net  through  under  the  ice ;  but  in 
the  beginning  of  winter  when  the  ice  is  not  very 
thick,  they  cut  a  larger  opening,  and  fet  nets.  By 
fome  of   thefc  methods  fiili  are  taken  'till  after 

Chriftmas.  ^ 

Those 
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^HbSE  that  are  lent  to  the  woods,  cut  down 
trees,  or  fquare  the  timber  that  v/as  cut  down  the 
former  winter,  or  faw  it  into  planks ;  and  after 
Chrifcmas  hawl  it  upon  fleds  to  the  river  fide,  kt- 
ting  it  up  near  the  fire  wood  that  is  intended  to 
be  rafted  to  the  factory  in  the  fummer. 

The  hunters  and  trappers  fhoot  partridges, 
pheafants,  and  other  game  for  the  fubliftence  of 
the  fadlory  •,  and  fet  traps  in  their  walks  made  of 
fmail  fiiakes,  and  a  pretty  large  log,  that  fa'.is  up» 
on  ermines,  martins,  foxes,  or  any  bead-  that  hap- 
pens to  take  the  bait.  They  are  obliged  to  carry 
all  the  furs  they  get  to  the  faftory,  to  be  fent  home 
in  the  Company's  cargo,  for  which  they  are  al- 
lowed the  half  of  what  they  produce  at  the  Com- 
pany's fale;  but  I  know  by  experience,  that  this 
of  late  has  turned  to  very  little  account.  In  this 
manner  v/e  fpend  the  autumn  and  v/inter.  We 
had  brought  over  in  the  lliip  a  bull,  four  heifers, 
tv/o  oxen,  and  a  horie ;  there  was  an  Orkney  bull 
and  cow  there  before  :  fome  of  the  heifers  after- 
wards calved,  and  I  think  with  care  they  would 
fiave  increafed  and  done  well ;  tho'  this  place  is 
in  ^^  deg.  and  the  moft  northerly  fettlement  in 
the   Bay. 

In  the  fpring  1734,  all  hands  v/ere  employed 
to  hawl  down  neceflaries  on  a  larg-e  (led  UDon  the 
ice,  and  to  prepare  materials  for  the  building  a- 
gainft  the  weather  would  penriit  us  to  work.  By 
this  time  I  dilcovered  in  what  manner  affairs  were 
managed  in  the  Bay,  having  contraded  an  inti- 
macy with  the  furgeon,  who  had  lived  in  the  coun- 
try three   years. 

As  the  wind  fuffered  very  little  fnow  to  lie  on 
the  hill  where  the  fort  was  to  be  erefed,  upon  the 
firfl  thaw  I  began  to  examine  whether  it  v/as 
laid  out  conformably  to  the  plan  -,  but  finding  it 
very  ill  executed,  I  altered  the  piquets,  and  had 

the 
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the  foundation  dug  afrelli  %  and  the  governor 
Teemed  pleafed,  and  fecretly  offered  me  fuch  tri- 
fling favours  as  they  beftow  upon  the  Indians, 
We  contended,  however,  about  many  points  ;  and 
with  fome  difficulty  I  obtained  mortar,  which  tho* 
not  very  good  was  yet  better  than  none.  I  was 
follicitous  for  the  perfedion  of  the  building,  and 
therefore  oppofed  every  ftep  which  I  thought  not 
calculated  to  anfwer  the  end ;  while  he,  on  the 
contrary,  feemed  more  defirous  to  have  much 
work  done,  than  to  have  it  well  done. 

As  foon  as  the  fecond  fummer  was  over,  and 
we  were  fettled  again  in  our  winter  quarters  at  the 
old  fadlory,  the  governor  fent  for  me  to  inllru6t 
him  in  dialling.  1  had  the  preceding  winter  taught 
him  numbers  and  drawing,  for  which  he  paid  me 
at  the  rate  they  pay  the  Indians  for  their  furs,  with 
a  dram  now  and  then,  which  I  refufed  almoft  as 
often  as  it  was  offered.  But  the  indignity  he  put 
upon  me  at  my  firfl  arrival,  the  difputes  that  con- 
tinually fubfifled  between  us  in  relation  to  the  build- 
ing, the  tyranny  of  his  temper,  and  the  poverty  of 
his  underllanding,  had  at  length  created  in  me  fuch 
a  diflike  of  the  man  and  his  converfation,  that  I 
now  refufed  to  be  with  him.  This  he  refented 
highly,  and  ordered  me  out  to  hawl  the  fled,  and 
do  other  drudgeries  of  a  common  fervant.  I 
obeyed  his  capricious  commands  with  feeming 
chearfulnefs,  becaufe  I  would  not  give  him  any 
pretence  for  complaining  to  the  Company  :  but  my 
mind  was  fo  embittered  and  depreffed  by  this  treat- 
ment, that  in  the  fummer  1735,  I  was  unable 
to  carry  on  the  building  with  any  fpirit.  This 
he  perceived  ;  and  being  bent  upon  a  voyage  to 
England  when  the  Ihips  returned,  and  fo  well  con* 
vinced  of  the  incapacity  of  the  other  workmen,  as 
not  to  be  willing  to  leave  the  building  to  their  ma- 
nagement, he  endeavoured  to  footh  me  by  promifes 

of 
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of  favour,  which,  as  I  knew  the  man,  I  did  not 
rely  on;  however,  as  he  made  fome  concefTions 
which  I  thought  I  had  a  right  to  expe6t,  I  affured 
him  I  would  exert  all  my  fl<:ill  and  care  in  direding 
the  building  while  I  llaid,  but  that  I  was  deter- 
mined to  go  home  at  the  expiration  of  the  time 
Ipecined  in  my  contract.  And  accordingly  I  gave 
notice  of  my  refolution  to  the  Company  by  a  letter 
in  which  I  could  not  help  complaining  of  the  go- 
vernor's behaviour  to  me,  and  remonftrating  that 
the  fort  would  be  fpoiled  if  it  was  left  to  his  ma- 
nagement. Soon  afterthis  he  embarked  for  Eng. 
land  ♦,  and  at  Kis  return  next  year,  1736,  we  learnt 
that  he  had  given  the  Company  fuch  a  favourable 
reprefentation  of  his  condudl  as  to  procure  very 
high  commendations,  clofed  with  a  promife  of 
an  advanced  falary  of  20/.  per  ann,  for  five  years, 
if  he  would  ufe  all  his  application  to  expedite  the 
building  of  ^the  fort.  The  bringing  this  to  a 
fpeedy  conclufion,  was  the  point  that  engrofled  all 
their  attention,  and  the  encouragement  was  well 
adapted  to  that  end ;  but,  taking  the  governor's 
want  of  fkill  into  the  account,  it  was  no  lefs  calcu- 
lated to  render  the  building  totally  ufelefs.  What 
was  the  real  effed:,  the  reader  will  fee  in  the  courfe 
of  this  v/ork,  for  whofe  fatisfadion  I  have  inferted 
in  the  appendix  an  eflimate  of  the  expence  the 
Company  have  been  at  in  ruining  this  fort. 

After  three  years  of  vexation  and  almoft  in- 
effedual  labour,  I  left  the  people  at  the  Bay  to 
purfue  their  own  meafures,  and  fet  fail  for  London  5 
where  I  had  no  fooner  arrived  than  I  went  to  pay 
my  refpeds  to  the  Company.  But  inftead  of  tak- 
ing notice  of  my  fervices,  they  did  not  even  afk 
me  a  fingle  queilion  about  the  fort,  but  treated 
me  as  a  troublefome  and  refradlory  fellow.  For 
this  I  am  fenlible  I  was  indebted  to  the  governor, 
who  had  fo  grofly  impofed  upon  them  in  every 

refped. 
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refped,  that  they  aiked  a  mafon  who  was  going 
over  in  their  fervice  whether  a  wall  built  v/ith  or 
without  mortar  was  the  ilrongeft ;  and  by  the 
event  they  v/ere  made  to  believe  the  latter,  as  no 
mortar  was  ufed  for  the  fort  after  I  left  the  coun- 

Though  every  intelligent  man  in  the  Bay  be- 
lieved that  the  Company  was  averfe  to  the  making 
difcoveries,  I  could  not  for  fome  time  help  con- 
troverting an  opinion  that  charged  them  with  fo 
much  weaknefs  and  inattention  to  their  interefl; 
but  1  was  obliged  at  lafl  to  fubmit  to  the  evidence 
of  fads,  among  a  variety  of  which  they  told  me 
the  following : 

Governor  Knight  and  captain  Barlow  being 
well  affured  that  there  were  rich  mines  to  the 
northward,  from  the  accounts  of  the  Indians  of 
thofe  parts  who  had  brought  fome  of  the  ore  to 
the  fa6tory,  they  were  bent  upon  m.aking  the  dif- 
covery ;  and  the  governor  faid  he  knew  the  way  to 
the  place  as  well  as  to  his  bedfide.  When  they  re- 
turned to  England,  therefore,  they  importuned  the 
Company  to  fit  them  out  a  fhip  and  (loop  to  go  in 
queft  of  thefe  mines ;  but  meeting  with  no  encou- 
ragement, they  told  the  Company,  with  a  becom- 
ing fpirit,  that  //  ibey  did  not  chufe  to  equip  them  for 
this  fervice^  they  would  apply  to  thofe  that  would  do 
it  chearfully.  Upon  this  the  Company  complied  ; 
and  they  fet  out  upon  the  expedition,  but  were 
unhappily  loft  in  the  Bay.  Thofe  who  told  me 
this  allured  me,  that  fome  of  the  Company  faid 
upon  this  occafion,  that  they  did  not  value  the  lofs 
of  the  fhip  and  fioop  as  long  as  they  were  rid  of  thofe 
trouhlefome  men  \  and  that  it  was  fome  time  after, 
that  they  fent  Scraggs  to  the  northward  to  difcover 
if  they  or  any  of  the  crew  v/ere  alive.  My  infor- 
mants could  not  mention  this  circumftance  without 
indignation  \  and  juftly  obferved,    that  as  it  was 

polTible 
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pofTible  thefe  unhappy  fufFerers  might  have  got 
fafely  to  land,  where  they  could  have  fupported 
themfelves  with  the  fhip's  provifions,  the  fending  a 
floop  directly  in  fearch  of  them  might  have 
faved  their  lives. 

The  fettlements  which  the  French  had  made 
about  the  Bay  were  alfo  a  fubjed  of  difcourfe 
among  the  fervants:  but  as  no  notice  was  then 
taken  of  the  French  being  at  the  head  of  Nelfon- 
river,  as  there  is  now,  it  is  probable,  that  they 
have  pufhed  on  to  Nelfon-river  fince  that  time ; 
and  they  will  extend  their  fettlements  'till  we  have 
not  the  power  of  diflodging  them,  if  fome  fpeedy 
methods  are  not  taken  to  prevent  it.  The  Com- 
pany had  done  many  things,  they  obferved,  par- 
ticularly the  fending  a  floop  to  Whale-cove,  to 
quiet  the  importunities  of  a  gentleman  in  London 
who  had  charged  the  Company  with  being  ajleep. 
Sir  Biby  Lake  indeed,  they  added, .  had  clofetted 
this  gentleman,  and  endeavoured  to  remove  the 
charge  5  but  they  were  of  opinion  it  was  too  juftly 
founded,  or  they  would  not  tamely  fuffer  the 
French  to  make  fuch  dangerous  encroachments. 
*  It  was  then  the  general  opinion  of  the  fervants 
at  the  Bay,  that  the  Company  thought  the  difco- 
very  of  a  north-weft  paffage  inconfiftent  with  their 
intereft  ;  and  accordingly  all  who  have  attempted 
the  making  this  difcovery  are  confidered  by  the 
fervants  as  the  Company's  worft  enemies.  While 
I  was  in  the  Bay,  the  Churchill-floop  went  twice 
or  thrice  to  York -fort,  and  I  heard  much  about 
Whale-cove  and  the  floop's  having  been  there  -,  par- 
ticularly, that  the  floop  having  once  a  hawfer 
faftened  round  a  large  ftone  on  the  fliore  at  low- 
water  mark,  about  high  water  a  black  whale  got 
fowl  of  the  hawfer,  forced  it  from  the  fl:ones,  and 
towed  the  floop  to  fea.  Many  things  were  alfo 
told  about  the  natives  atWhale-cpve,  and  of  Scragg's 
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flopp  that  was  Tent  after  Knight  and  Barlow  :  but 
in  ail  the  dilcourfes  about  thefe  and  other  expedi- 
tionSi  there  was  no  mention  of  the  Company's  in- 
clination to  difcover  a  north- weft  pafiage,  nor  of 
any  attempt  that  they  had  ever  made  for  that  pur- 
pole. 

To  converfe  with   an  Indian  is  a  great  crime, 
but  to  trade  with  him  for  a  ikin  is  capital,  and  pu- 
nillied  by  a  forfeiture  of  all  wages,     if  a  fervant  is 
guilty  ot  theft;  or  any  ad"  that  would  be  deemed 
grofs  felony  by  the  laws  of  England,  and  fubjed 
kim    to   capital   punifhment,    the  governor  only 
whips  him,  and  atterwards  fends  him  home  to  be 
proiecuted  by  the  Company :    but  from  a  miftaken 
lenity,    or  for  fome  fecret  reafons,  they  proceed  no 
farther  than  a  quiet   difmiffion  from  their  fervice. 
There  are  inftances  of  this  within  my  own  know- 
ledge, and  I   never  heard  of  a  iingle  one  to  the 
contrary.     But  men  are  generally  tenacious  of  their 
own  interefts,  and  if  they  are  v/orthy  members  of 
the  community,    muft  ilirink  at    admitting   into 
it  one  v/hom  they  know  to  be  a  villain,  and  fuffer- 
ing  him  to  live  at  large  when  the  law  has  put  it  in 
their  power  to  cut  him  oil,  or  at  leaft  to  ftigma- 
tize  him  with  marks  of  public  infamy.     The  natu- 
ral conclufion,  therefore,  is,  that  the  Company  are 
unwilling  to  try  the  iffue  of  a  legal  prccefs,  left  by 
any  accidental  mention  of  their  tranfadions  in  the 
Bay,  their  v/hole  condud  ftiould  be  too  nicely  fcru- 
tinized,  and  their  right  to  an  exclufive  trade  ex- 
amined and  fet  aftde. 

Many  other  important  obfervations  were  made  by 
me  during  my  firft  abode  in  this  country,  and  many 
well-attefted  accounts  given  me  by  the  Company's 
fervants  :  but  as  they  will  be  more  fuitably  con- 
neded  with  what  happened  to  me  in  the  time  of  my 
fecond  refidence  there,  I  have  chofen  to  incorporate 
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them  with  the  relation  of  thole  events  which  I  fliall 
enter  upon  immediately. 

In  the  year  1 744  I  embarked  aboard  the  prince 
Rupert,  George  Spurrel  commander,  bound  firft  to 
Churchill-river,  and  afterwards  to  York-fort.  I 
lived  with  the  captain  upon  very  good  terms,  and 
converfed  freely  with  him  about  the  affairs  of  the 
Hudfon's-Bay  Company.  Speaking  one  day  of 
the  new  affociation  for  f:nding  Ihips  to  the  Bay  for 
the  difcovery  of  a  north- weft  paffage,  he  told  me, 
that  it  was  his  opinion  the  Company  would  not 
have  entertained  me  a  fecond  time,  if  it  had  not 
been  to  keep  me  from  Mr.  Dobbs.  I  replied,  I 
was  not  fenfible  that  I  could  be  of  any  fervice  to 
thofe  gentlemen.  Yes,  rejoined  he,  you  know  the 
nature  of  the  country,  and  how  to  lay  down  a 
fort. 

The  French  fettlements  were  alfo  a  fubjed  of 
our  converfation  •,  upon  which  occafion  I  exprefled 
my  furprize,  that  the  Company  did  not  fendEnglifh* 
men  up  the  rivers  to  encourage  and  endear  the  na- 
tives, and  by  that  means  put  a  ftop  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  French.  The  captain  admitted  the 
expediency  of  fuch  a  ftep,  but  urged  the  hazards 
an  Englifliman  was  expofed  to,  and  the  hardfhips 
he  muft  fuffer,  in  going  up  the  rivers  with  goods. 
To  this  I  anfwered,  that  the  French  came  many 
hundred  miles  over  land  from  Canada^  carrying 
goods  at  their  backs,  and  furmounting  every  diffi- 
culty, 'till  they  penetrated  to  the  very  fources  of 
thofe  rivers  upon  which  we  might  carry  up  all  the 
conveniences  both  for  fubfiftence  and  traffic  with 
little  hazard  and  lefs  toil.  So  far  from  controvert- 
ing ^this,  he  faid,  that  lue  believed  the  French 
would  have  ail  the  country  in  another  century  :  To 
which  I  could  not  help  immediately  replying,  that 
fuch  an  alienation  could  only  be  effe&d  thro*  the 
remiiTncfs  of  the  EngUffi.  In  all  that  pafled  be- 
tween 
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tween  us  upon  this  fubjed,  I  did  not  hear  a  fingle 
reafon  that  in  any  tolerable  manner  accounted  for 
the  Company's  condud:. 

The  flone-fort  at  Churchill-river  was  once  men- 
tioned \  and  the  captain  informed  me,  that  it  was 
very  badly  executed  after  I  left  it ;  for  fome  parts 
had  fallen,  which  were  obliged  to  be  rebuilt ;  and 
others  were  ready  to  fall :  but  that  which  I  had 
conduced,  he  faid,  ftood  firm,  and  he  believed 
would  continue  to  ftand.  I  was  willing  to  difcover 
the  true  caufe  of  this  mifmanagement,  and,  there- 
fore, faid,  that  I  greatly  wondered  the  Company 
did  not  take  more  care  of  a  building  of  fuch  im- 
portance. But  I  foon  perceived  that  the  fubjedt 
was  too  tender  to  dwell  upon  j  for  the  captain  an- 
swered me  with  great  refcrve.  He  faid  enough, 
however,  to  convince  me,  that  the  Company  had 
not  the  well- building  of  the  fort  at  heart,  but  de- 
fired  the  name  mor(^  than  the  thing  itfelf,  which 
they  might  furely  have  purchafed  at  a  much  cheaper 
rate.  1  hope  I  iliall  not  lofe  the  good  opinion  of 
the  reader,  by  mentioning  thefe  things,  which 
would  not  have  efcaped  me,  if  I  did  not  think  that 
the  making  known  every  teflimony  I  could  procure 
in  confirmation  of  thefe  fadls  tended  to  the  good  of 
iny  country,  my  obligations  to  promote  vv^hich  fu- 
perfede  the  rights  of  private  converfation,  if  they 
are  not  made  facred  by  a  promife  of  fecrecy. 

Off  Cape- fare v/ell  we  difcovered  feveral  fail  of 
fhips,  and  gave  chace  to  -a  veflel  larger  than  the 
reff,  (forwe  were  four  in  company)  which  afterwards 
proved  to  be  a  Dutchman.  When  we  were  got  near 
the  Savage-Ifiands  in  Fludfon's-flraits,  the  Efki- 
maux  for  feveral  days  came  off  to  us  in  great  num- 
bers, and  gave  us,  in  exchange  for  whatever  we 
thought  lit  to  offer  them,  whalebone,  fea-horfe- 
teeth,  feal-ikins,  furs,  and  even  the  apparel  they 
had  on,  A  few  days  after  we  thought  we  had 
C  a  dif- 
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difcovered  a  commodious  harbour,  and  a  confulta- 
tion  was  propofed  about  fending  off  boats  to  ex- 
amine it  •,  but  I  heard  our  captain  declare,  that  they 
were  not  permitted  to  fend  a  boat  afhore  in  the 
ftraits  upon  any  account.  At  Cape-Diggs  the 
captain  expelled  more  Efldmaux  ;  but  none  ap- 
pearing, he  eonje(5lured  that  the  Indians  from  the 
eaft-main  had  cut  them  off.  Here  two  boats  were 
ordered  afhore  to  look  for  a  harbour,  and  found  a 
good  one.  When  we  had  run  almoft  acrofs  the 
Bay,  and  were  got  near  fome  banks  to  the  north- 
ward of  Churchill-river,  the  captain  expreffed  his 
regret  that  they  were  not  tried  for  cod  ;  for  it 
feemed  highly  probable  to  him,  he  faid,  that  there 
was  almoft  as  many  to  be  taken  there  as  at  New- 
foundland. However,  he  did  not  ftay  to  make 
the  experiment,  but  made  the  beft  of  his  way  for 
Churchill- river,  where  we  arrived  foon  after. 

I  went  afliore  immediately,  for  I  was  impatient 
to  fee  the  fort  •,  and  at  the  firft  view  the  effedls  of 
the  extraordinary  fal^iry  allowed  the  governor  for 
expedition,  were  eafily  perceived.  Inftead  of  a 
detenfible  fort  capable  of  refifting  the  force  of  art 
enemy,  it  had  in  many  places  yielded  to  its  own 
weaknefs  and  the  attacks  of  wind  and  weather  ^ 
and  was  not  only  unworthy  of  the  name  by  which 
i^  was  diftingui (lied,  but  even  of  the  perfons  at 
w^hofe  coft  it  was  built.  I  haftened  back  to  the 
fhip,  grieved  to  fee  (d  excellent  a  plan  fpoiled  -^ 
and  convinced,  that  for  the  fame  money  as  wa& 
expended  upon  this  fort,  though  far  fiiort  of  the 
fum  of  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  pounds,  at  whkk 
it  was  rated  by  a  gentleman  before  the  houfe  of 
commons,  upon  a  very  v/rong  information  given 
hi'm  by  fome  of  the  Company,  who  could  have 
expended  no  more  than  eight  thoufand  pounds  *  5 

*  See  the  eiiimate.    Appendix,  No.  II. 
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I  fay,  that  even  for  fo  fmall  a  fum,  a  good  fort 
might  have  been  ereded,  capable  of  fecuring  the 
fubjeds  and  the  trade  of  Britain  from  the  attacks 
and  incroachments  of  her  worft  enemies. 

We  failed  out  of  Churchill-river,  and  foon  ar- 
rived at  York- fort  upon  Hayes's- river,  where  the 
fhip  was  to  deliver  her  cargo  and  take  in  another. 
After  her  departure  for  England,  I  applied  myfelf 
to  the  fetting  up  beacons  in  order  to  make  a  chart 
of  the  river.  The  governor,  who  had  refided  in 
the  country  twenty  years,  was  perfedl  mailer  of 
the  traditional  hiflory  of  it,  even  from  the  firft 
fettlement  of  the  Englifh  ;  and  being  a  free  and 
communicative  man,  he  ufed  frequently  to  entertain 
us  with  a  regular  account  of  all  the  principal 
events  and  difcoveries  ;  to  which  the  linguifts  fel- 
dom  failed  to  add  the  information  they  had  ga- 
thered from  the  natives.  By  their  means  I  foon 
obtained  a  general  knowledge  of  the  country,  as 
well  inland  as  upon  the  coaits. 

When  the  feafon  approached  for  going  abroad, 
I  mentioned  to  the  governor  a  defign  I  had  long 
entertailned  of  travelling  up  the  country,  not  only 
to  confirm  what  I  had  heard,  but  to  make  new 
difcoveries.  This  brought  on  difmal  tales  of  the 
difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  fuch  an  expedition  : 
and  when  I  talked  of  going  up  the  rivers,  I  was 
told  of  llupendous  heaps  of  ice  and  dreadful  water- 
falls, which  would  not  only  obflrud  my  paflage, 
but  endanger  my  life.  To  confirm  this  he  faid, 
that  governor  Macliih,  in  company  with  him  and 
one  or  two  more,  once  attempted  to  go  a  little  way 
up  Nelfon- river  to  look  for  timber,  in  order  to 
build  a  fadory  :  that  when  they  had  crofTed  the 
idand,  they  found  fuch  heaps  of  ice  in  the  river, 
that  they  were  difcouraged  from  proceeding  any 
higher:  the  governor,  therefore,  returned,  fay- 
i;ig  it  was  lb  fatiguing  and   dangerous,    that  he 
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would  venture  no  farther ;  and  that  if  they  v/ent 
as  high  as  he  intended,  they  might  perhaps  meet 
with  no  timber.  He  added  other  accounts  to  in- 
timidate me,  and  drive  me  from  my  purpofe ;  and 
the  reft  of  the  people  alfo,  of  whom  I  did  not  fail 
to  enquire,  related  exadly  the  fame  ftories :  but  I 
could  not  find  that  a  Tingle  man  among  them  told 
thefe  things  from  his  own  experience,  but  only 
from  the  reports  of  others,  vv^hich,  as  they  might 
have  a  weaker  foundation  the  higher  they  were 
traced,  I  refolved  not  to  credit,  but  to  be  de- 
termined folely  by  the  evidence  of  my  own  fenfes. 
Accordingly,  I  acquainted  the  governor,  that 
with  his  permifilon  I  would  fet  out  immediately 
for  Nelfon- river,  which  I  had  a  ftrong  inclination 
to  go  up.  He  gave  me  his  confent  indeed,  but 
with  fuch  evident  marks  of  difpieafure,  that  tho' 
a  guide  is  always  fent  out  with  a  ftrange.r  even  to 
the  moft  trifling  diftance,  left  by  the  weather's 
proving  hazy  he  fhould  be  loft  -,  and  tho'  it  was 
eight  miles  from  York-fort  to  Nelfon- river,  thro' 
woods  and  plains  where  I  had  never  been  ;  I  was 
fuffered  to  go  alone  expofed  to  all  hazards :  how- 
ever I  found  the  way,  and  got  home  again  fafe 
and  well. 

That  part  of  the  river  where  I  took  my  firft 
viev,'  appeared  to  be  about  four  mile?  broad.  The 
ice  v/as  then  driving  about  in  great  quantities,  and 
the  weather  was  very  thick  and  fnowy.  This  form- 
ed a  dreadful  profped,  and  had  fuch  aneffed:  upon 
m.e,  that  I  could  not  help  feeling  fome  impreftion 
from  the  ftories  1  had  heard ;  v/hich  perhaps  my 
being  alone  and  a  ftranger,  did  not  a  little  con- 
tribute to  ftrengthen  :  I  therefore  relinquiflied  my 
firft  defign,  and  contented  myfclf  the  remainder  of 
that  winter  with  making  a  chart  of  Hayes's- river. 
During  this  employment,  1  learnt  that  Nelfon  and 
Jiayes's- rivers  w^:re  but  different  branches  of  the 
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fame  river,  which  divided  about  one  hundred  miles 
above  York-tcrr,  forming  an  ifland  betwixt  them. 
The  greater  part  of  the  natives  that  trade  at  York- 
fort,  I  was  toki,  came  down  the  branch  called 
Hayes's- river -,  it  being  reckoned  by  them  much 
the  fhorter  way,  and  not  fo  wide  and  dangerous  as 
Nelfon- branch.  But  upon  examining  the  inter- 
preters more  clofely,  they  could  not  make  it  appear, 
that  the  natives  iound  much  greater  difficulties  in 
coming  down  or  going  up  the  one  than  the  other-, 
and  the  only  fubltancial  reafon  I  could  find  for  the 
preference,  was,  thatas  York^  fort  lay  upon  Hayes's- 
river,  and  Nelfon- river  was  very  broad  below, 
they  could  not  bring  their  furs  round  by  fea  below 
tiie  point  of  the  ifiand  which  divides  the  branches, 
without  great  danger,  nor  conveniently  carry  them 
by  land  acrofs  the  ifland.  But  with  regard  to  the 
difficulties  of  navigating  the  different  branches, 
which  were  fo  magnified  on  the  Nelfon  fide,  I  ar- 
gued thus  :  They  both  proceed  from  the  fame  level 
of  water  at  the  head  of  the  ifland,  one  hundred 
miles  above  thefadory  •,  and  at  the  fea  are  again  up- 
on an  equal  level ;  if  then  there  were  greater  falls 
or  fliarps  upon  Nelfon- river  (as  they  allow  it  v/as 
longer  in  its  courfe)  than  upon  Hayes's- river,  there 
muit  be  more  upon  Hayes's- river  ;  and  the  dif- 
tances  betwixt  fall  and  fall  upon  Nelfon,  muft  be 
greater  and  the  waters  more  level,  than  upon 
Hayes's- river  •,  as  a  fall  of  three  feet  in  ten,  muft 
be  twice  as  fliarp  as  a  fall  of  three  feet  in  twenty  : 
therefore  I  concluded,  that  there  was  as  good  going 
up  and  down  Nelfon-river  as  Hayes's- river  j  which 
Upon  examination  I  afterwards  found  true. 

In  the  year  1 744^  on  occafion  of  a  French  war, 
the  Company  thought  it  expedient  to  winter  the 
Sea-horfe  frigate,  captain  Fowler,  in  the  Bay. 
He  accordingly  wintered  in  Churchlli-river ;  but 
as  foon  as  the  river  was  open,  and  the  ice  was  cleared 
C  4  fron) 
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from  the  fnorc,  he  failed  from  thence  to  Kaycs's- 
river,  to  be  ready  upon  the  approach  of  any  ot  the 
eneniy's  fhips,  to  take  up  the  buoys  and  beacons, 
and  run  up  a-bTaH:  of  the  fadory.  In  this  inter- 
val of-  ieillire,  captain  Fovv Icr  prevailed  v/ith  the 
governor  to  lend  hini  the  factory's  lon.g  boat,  that 
he  and  I  might  founc  Nflfon- river  ',  tor  it  was  then 
totaljy  unknown  to  zh^  Company's  Icrvants,  whe- 
ther a  ihip  could  go  in  or  out :  a  point  furely.v/ell 
worth  detcnriining,  as  the  friips,  v^hich  always  ie 
in  live- fathom- holf,  the  entrance  of  which  is  very 
bad,  mig'it  be  ft  cure  of  a  retreat  in  cafe  of  danger 
from  llorms  or  an  enemy.  Accordingly,  on  the 
15th  July,  1745,  v/e  left  the  fhip  in  hve-faihom- 
hole  to  go  upon  this  expedition  •,  and  a  journal  of 
the  foundings  and  the  courfes  of  the  river  is  added 
in  the  appei)dix. 

When  we  entered  the  river's  m.outh,  it  blew  a 
freih  gale  -,  and  foon  after  there  came  on  fo  thick 
a  fog,  th^t  v/e  could  not  fee  the  fhore  on  either 
frde.  We  had  now  a  rough  fea,  and  only  three 
feet  v/ater,  and  if  the  boat  had  fliruck  and  filled 
here  we  m.ufb  iiievitably  have  perifhed  j  for  in  two 
cads  more  of  the  line,  wlhch  the  man  cad  as 
quick  ^s  he  could,  we  found  ourfelvcs  in  eight 
iathom  w.ater.  W^hen  the  fog  blev;  off  fufFicicncly 
^o  let  us  fee  the  Ihore  on  botri  fides,  we  fccered  up 
the  river  along  the  north  fhore,  and  pailed  Seal 
jfland,  beyond  which  we  m.et  a  Ifrong  fcream,  but 
having  a  fair  wind  v/e  failed  up  till  v/e  found 
fmooth  water.  Scon  after  we  returned  and  pitched 
our  tent  upon  a  fine  gravelly  point  of  Cjilkm's 
iHand,  where  our  boat  Jay  very  faiely  ail  night, 

7  HE  next  day  we  ma<.:e  obfervarions  upon  the 
jilands,  :ind  along  the  b?-nks ;  but  in  ail  our  fearches 
no  ns;ns  could  be  discovered  of  their  havinp-  ever 
{seen  a  fetrk ment  upon  thisiiver.  I  went  upjriucK 
j^igher   th:?.n   the    Comp?iny   would   have    hxed    z 
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faaory,  if  one  may  judge  from  their  faflories  up- 
on other  rivers ;    and  the  trees  ail  the  way  were  of 
full  fize  and  growing  near  the  edge  on  both  fides, 
without  a  fingle   ftump  among  them,  or  the  lead 
token   of  any  having  ever  been  cut  down  :    but 
where  there  is  a  fettlement,  a  great  quantity  of  wood 
is  cut  down   in   one  year's  time,  and  that  is  taken 
which  is   neareft   and  to  be  got  with  leaft  labour. 
Indeed  when  I  was  up  this  river  in  the  winter,  I 
found  in  a  creek  on  the  north  fide,  a  little  way  a- 
bove  Gillam's  ifland,  two  or  three  ftumps.  of  large 
trees  ♦,   but  I  immediately  conjedured,    that  they 
muft  have  been  cut  down  many  years  ago  by  per- 
fons  who   had   accidentally   tented  in  that  creek ; 
for  the   ftumps  were  very  old  and  decayed,  and 
they  do  not  decay  faft  in  this  country.     Befides,  if 
any  of  the  Company's  ihips  had  ever  gone  up  this 
river,  the  entrance  of  it  could  not  have  been  un- 
known in  1 745  :  neither  would  they  have  left  it  to 
fettle  upon  Hayes's-river,  where  they  had  a  fettle- 
ment above  fixty  years  ago  when  the  French  took 
poffeffionof  it,  and  gave  the  name  of  Fort  Bourbon 
to  what  the  Company  at  firft  called  Port  Nelfon 
from  the  mafter  of  Sir  Thomas  Button's  Ihip,  but 
afterwards  York-fort  in  compliment  to  the  duke 
of  York;  nor  would  they  have  had  two  factories 
fo  near  each  other.     Indeed,   either  thro'  ignorance 
or  defign,  the  old  name  of  Port  Nelfon  has  been 
fince  reftored-,     the  Company's   letters   in   1688, 
1690,  and  1 69 1  being  addreffed  to  governor  Geyer 
and  council  at  Port  Nelfon;  yet  the  anfwers  to  thefe 
very  letters  are  all  of  them  dated  from  York-fort, 
From  the  whole  therefore  it  is  evident,  that  no 
fettlement   has  ever  been   made  upon  the   branch 
-  -palled  Nelfon- river,  fince  the  date  of  the  Company's 

charter. 

As  v/e  walked  alongthe  riverfide  we  iliwrnianyftones 
in  fhape  and  colourlike  a  cannon  ball  j  and  upon 
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breaking  them  agalnft  larger  Hones  we  found  that 
the  infide  alfo  looked  like  iron.  Up  another  river, 
called  Ship-river,  a  few  miles  eaftward  along  fhore 
from  York- fort,  there  is  a  bank  abounding  with 
thefe  round  (tones .  "When  we  had  repalTed  the 
mouth  of  the  river  and  were  got  near  the  fliip,  it 
being  then  young  flood  and  a  fine  afternoon,  the 
white  whales  appeared  upon  the  furface  in  fuch 
fhoals,  that  we  could  look  no  way  round  without 
feeing  a  company  of  thirty  or  forty  going  into  the 
river  with  the  flood.  I  had  feen  many  at  Churchill- 
river,  but  here  the  number  was  much  greater. 
,We  got  aboard  about  {evtn  o'clock. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  year  I  took  a  fecond  furvey 
of  Nelfon -river  from  Flamborough-head  upwards, 
and  alfo  of  Seal  and  Gillam's  iflands  ♦,  it  being 
my  opinion  that  if  ever  the  trade  of  thefe  countries 
is  improved,  Seal-ifland  is  the  propereft  place  for 
the  principal  fadlory  and  fettiement.  It  was  about 
the  end  of  January  1 745  v/hen  I  compleated  this 
perambulation.  The  river  was  frozen  fafl:  every 
where  except  at  Flamborough-head,  and  where 
captain  Fowler  and  I  attempted  to  fail  up,  which 
I  now  found  we  had  almofl:  effcdled  when  we  turned 
back.  However,  as  thefe  fl:reams  were  not  frozen, 
it  was  evident  that  here  were  the  fliarpefl  falls  I 
had  met  with.  I  faw  many  rabbet-tracks  on  both 
fides  the  river,  in  the  creeks,  and  on  the  ifland. 
I  ihot  a  pheafant  alfo  and  fome  partridges  ;  and  had 
not  the  weather  been  exceedingly  fevere,  I  Ihould 
have  attempted  to  filh.  But  the  few  days  I  was 
out,  the  cold  happened  to  be  more  intenfe  than  it 
was  at  any  other  time  throughout  the  feafon,  and 
I  had  no  more  cloathing  upon  me  than  wh^t  I  ufual- 
ly  wore  in  the  warmeil  days  in  winter:  this  con- 
fifl:ed  of  breeches  made  of  tliin  deer-fKin  not  lincd» 
a  cloth  waiflcoat,  and  Elk- flvin  coat,  and  a  pretty 
thick  covering  upon  my  head,   hands,  legs  and 
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feet.     I   fuffercd  only  in  my  thighs,  which  were 
ready  to  freeze  whenever  I  walked  againft  the  wind, 
and  would  have  frozen  if  1  had  not  rubbed  them 
very  frequently. 

I  met  with  the  fame  oppofition,  and  heard  the 
fame  common- place  llories,  upon  propofing  this 
fecond  vifit  to  Nellbn-river  as  I  did  on  occcafion  of 
the  firft  :  but  I  had  now  acquired  more  experience, 
and  was  therefore  lefs  likely  to  forego  an  expedition 
upon  which  my  heart  v/as  bent.  1  fliall  here  relate 
a  few  particulars  of  it,  chiefly  to  give  the  reader 
an  idea  of  the  method  of  travelling  thro'  this 
country,  and  to  enable  him  to  account  for  the  long 
journies  which  it  is  pretended  the  natives  take  when- 
ever they  come  down  to  our  fadories. 

I  fet  out  from  the  fort  in  com^pany  with  one 
William  Allen,  and  went  to  a  tent  fifteen  miles 
up  Hayes's-river,  where  we  lay  that  night.  Next 
morning  it  fnowed  much,  and  the  weather  was  fog- 
gy :  but  having  a  draught  of  the  ifland  and  rivers 
thus  far  up,  and  both  the  tent  places  being  marked, 
I  thought  we  might  fafely  venture  to  beat  a  pathacrofs 
the  ifland,  which  would  enable  our  dog  to  go  with 
us  more  eaflly  the  next  day.  This  dog  hawled  a 
a  fled  with  near  three  quarters  of  a  hundred 
weight  upon  it  •,  but  the  fnow  being  deep,  he  had 
no  hold  for  his  feet  but  funk  at  every  ftep,  Accord- 
ingly we  fet  out,  fl:eering  by  the  compafs ;  for  the 
weather  ftill  continued  very  thick,  and  the  fnow 
fell  plentifully.  We  made  but  fmall  progrefs 
in  our  fnow- fl:ioes,  which  were  three  feet  and  a  half 
long,  and  one  foot  and  a  quarter  broad,  beati'h^a 
path  of  the  breadth  of  two  feet.  When  we  had 
travelled  about  three  hours  my  mate  began  to  fear 
that  we  v/ere  lofl:.  He  laid  he  was  fure  we  had  gone 
more  than  feven  miles  (for  I  had  told  him  in  the 
morning  that  it  was  above  ftvcn  miles  to  Nelfon- 
fiYtr)  and  it  was  his  opinion  that  we  were  travelling 

directly 
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directly  into  the  inland  country.  I  comforted  him 
by  the  moft  earned  alTurances  that  we  were  right, 
and  repeating  frequently  that  as  the  fnow  was  deep 
we  advanced  but  flowly,  having  gone  not  half  fo 
far  as  he  imagined :  and  upon  the  ftrength  of  this 
we  went  forward  an  hour  longer.  It  was  now  my 
own  opinion  that  we  were  near  the  river,  and 
the  weather  clearing  up,  I  climbed  a  tall  tree  to 
look  for  it,  but  could  obfei*ve  nothing  by  which 
to  form  a  judgment  of  our  fituation.  It  therefore 
occurred  to  me  that  fome  accident  had  occafioned  a 
variation  of  the  needle,  and  that  we  had  indeed 
wandered  out  of  the  v/ay.  However  I  took  no 
notice  of  this  to  my  comrade,  but  endeavoured  to 
keep  up  his  fpirits  by  chearful  converfation.  The 
weather  thickened  again  more  than  ever,  the  fnow 
fell  in  greater  quantites,  and  the  day  was  far  fpent. 
Having  no  mind  to  take  up  my  refidence  where 
we  were,  I  told  Allen  that  we  would  only  light  a 
fmail  fire  in  order  to  make  fome  bumbo  with 
melted  fnow,  and  return  immediately  to  the  tent. 
He  complied,  tho'  with  many  alleverations  that 
-we  fnould  not  reach  the  tent  before  dark ;  and  after 
having  cleared  away  the  fnow,  made  a  fire,  and  re- 
frefhed  ourfelves,  we  turned  back  in  our  beaten 
path,  and  arrived  at  the  tent  in  a  little  more  than  an 
hour  and  a  half.  We  found  every  thing  fafe ;  and 
the  next  morning,  the  weather  proving  very  fine 
and  clear,  we  got  all  our  necefiaries  together,  and 
fet  out  with  the  dog,  who  now  travelled  with  great 
eafe.  We  had  good  walking  till  we  got  to  the 
e5^tent  of  our  path,  but  then  found  the  fame  ob- 
flructions  we  had  met  with  the  preceding  day. 
Neverthelefs  we  kept  on  our  courfe  for  many  hours, 
till  my  poor  mate  was  a  fecond  time  driven  almoft 
to  defpair.  I  bade  him  climb  the  next  tree  we 
came  to,  and  before  he  was  half  way  up  he  dif- 
covered  the  river.     I  then  ciimbed  it  myfelf,  and 
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faw  plainly  that  we  were  fleering  right  for  the  tent^ 
where  we  arrived  a  little  before  dark.  This  diffi- 
culty of  walking  thro'  the  country  renders  thd 
computed  diftances  very  inaccurate :  I  meafared 
fome  of  them,  and  found  them  lefs  by  two  thirds 
than  what  they  were  rated  at, 

Th  e  natives  talk  of  two  moons  as  the  Hiort- 
eft  time  in  which  they  perform  their  journies  to  the 
factories:    but  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  they 
are  an  improvident  and  lazy  people,    having  no 
concern  but  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  prefent  day  ^ 
and  that  they  are    perpetually  wandering  out  of 
the  way  to  hunt  for  provifions,  and  loitering  when 
they  have  procured  them.      This,  together  with 
the  obftrudions  they  mull  unavoidably  meet  with 
in  travelling  a  pathlefs  country,  will  eafily  account 
for  the  length  of  time  they  mention,  without  fup- 
pofmg  that  they  come  from  places  at  feveral  hun- 
dred miles  diflance,  and  that  the  continent  is  of 
fuch  a  prodigious  extent  to  the  weftward*     My 
mate  and  I  travelled  very  hard  ;  and  yet  if  we  had 
crofled  the   ifland  in  one    unintemipted  journey^ 
though  the  diftance  between  tent  and  tent  is  not 
eight  miles,    it  would  have   required   near  eight 
hours  to  have  performed  it  in :    and  even    when 
but  little  fnow  had  fallen,    and  it  was  very  good 
walking  without  fnow-fhoes,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  accomplifh  the  fame  journey  in  lefs  than  fix 
hours.     If  the  reader  is  ftill  doubtful  of  the  fad, 
let  him  make  the  experiment  himfelf  in  any  path- 
lefs piece  of  coppice,  marfh,  or  heath  :  let  him  alfo 
carry  fixty  or  feventy  pounds  weight,  (for  the  na- 
tives always  come  laden  to  the  fadories;)  and  let 
him  travel  in  this  manner  for  feveral  days  together ; 
and  then  fee  how  many  miles  he  will  be  able  to  go 
in  eight  hours,  day  after  day.     And  yet  this  would 
not  be  equal  to  the  taking  long  journies  in  fnow- 
Ihoes,  and  through  light  fnow,  where  he  muil  lift 
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his  foot  at  every  flep  as  if  he  was  afcending  fteep 
ftairs.  I  was  now  ordered  to  a  different  flation  5 
but  before  I  leave  York- fort)  1  wiJl  give  fome  ac- 
count of  its  fituation  and  (Irength. 

*  YoRK-FORT  ilands  above  high-water-markj 
about  eighty  yards  from  Hayes's- river,  and  four 
miles  from  the  fea.  It  is  built  with  logs  of  white 
fir  eight  or  nine  inches  fquare,  which  are  laid  one 
upon  another.  In  the  fummer  the  water  beats  be- 
tween the  logs,  keeping  the  timber  continually 
damp;  and  in  the  winter  the  white  froft 
gets  through,  which  being  thawed  by  the  heat 
of  the  iloves,  has  the  fame  effedl :  fo  that  with 
the  water  above  and  the  damp  below,  the  timber 
both  of  the  foundation  and  fuper-ftrudlure  rots  fo 
fail,  that  in  twenty- five  or  thirty  years  the  whole 
fort  mufl  be  rebuilt  with  frefh  timber,  which  with 
the  great  quantity  ufed  for  firing,  will  occafion  a 
fcarcity  there  in  a  few  years. 

It  has  four  baflions,  but  not  fit  for  cannon : 
the  diilance  between  the  falient  angle  of  each 
baftion  is  ninety  feet.  On  each  curtain  there  are 
three  pateraroes,  or  fwivel-guns,  and  loop-holes 
for  fmall  arms  :  it  is  alfo  furrounded  by  two  rows 
of  pallifadoes,  fome  three  inches  thick,  and  the 
iargell  feven  inches  ;  but  there  is  no  ditch.  The 
wall  is  of  wood,  eight  or  nine  inches  thick.  The 
magazine  is  in  the  weft  baftion  ;  its  wall  is  of  the 
fame  thicknefs  as  the  fort-wall,  its  floor  is  railed 
two  feet  and  a  half  or  three  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  fort,  and  its  fides  are  lined  with  (lit- deal 
plaiftered.  Upon  the  banks  of  the  river  are  planted 
two  batteries  from  twelve  to  fix  pounders,  one  of 
four  guns,  the  other  of  ten.  A  guard  of  thirty 
men  was  kept  in  the  fort  during  the  late  war,  and 

*  See  the  plate,  No.  III.    Fig.   3. 
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his  foot  at  every  ilep  as  if  he  was  afcending  fteep 
ftairs.     I  was  now  ordered  to  a  different  ilation  5 
but  before  I  leave  York-fort^  1  will  give  fome  ac- 
count of  its  fituation  and  flrength. 

*  YoRK-FORT  ilands  above  high- water- mark^ 
about  eighty  yards  from  Hayes's- river,  and  four 
miles  from  the  fea.  It  is  built  with  logs  of  white 
fir  eight  or  nine  inches  fquare,  which  are  laid  one 
upon  another.  In  the  fummer  the  water  beats  be- 
tween the  logs,  keeping  the  timber  continually 
damp;  and  in  the  winter  the  white  froft 
gets  through,  which  being  thawed  by  the  heat 
of  the  lloves,  has  the  fame  effe6l :  fo  that  with 
the  water  above  and  the  damp  below,  the  timber 
both  of  the  foundation  and  fuper-flrudure  rots  fo 
fall,  that  in  twenty- five  or  thirty  years  the  whole 
fort  muft  be  rebuilt  with  frefh  timber,  which  with 
the  great  quantity  ufed  for  firing,  will  occafion  a 
fcarcity  there  in  a  few  years. 

It  has  four  baftions,  but  not  fit  for  cannon : 
the  diftance  between  the  falient  angle  of  each 
baflion  is  ninety  feet.  On  each  curtain  there  are 
three  pateraroes,  or  fwivel-guns,  and  loop-holes 
for  fmall  arms  :  it  is  alfo  furrounded  by  two  rows 
of  pallifadoes,  fom.e  three  inches  thick,  and  the 
largeft  feven  inches  •,  but  there  is  no  ditch.  The 
wall  is  of  wood,  eight  or  nine  inches  thick.  The 
magazine  is  .in  the  weft  baftion  ;  its  wall  is  of  the 
fame  thicknefs  as  the  fort- wall,  its  floor  is  raifed 
two  feet  and  a  half  or  three  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  fort,  and  its  fides  are  lined  with  flit-deal 
plaiftered.  Upon  the  banks  of  the  river  are  planted 
two  batteries  from  twelve  to  fix  pounders,  one  of 
four  guns,  the  other  of  ten.  A  guard  of  thirty 
men  was  kept  in  the  fort  during  the  late  war,  and 

*  See  the  plate,  No.  III.    Fig-  3. 
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while  the  fea-horfe  wintered  in  the  Bay  it  confided 
of  thirty- fix. 

From  this  defcription  it  is  plain,  that  York-fort 
has  not  ftrength  enough  to  refill  a  vigorous  attack  : 
the  bringing  only  one  fix-pounder  againft  it  on 
the  land-fide,  where  the  batteries  on  the  river  could 
be  of  no  fervice^  would  be  fufficient  to  make  the 
men  furrender  or  abandon  it ;  a  fix-pounder 
planted  behind  the  fort,  at  fuch  a  diftance  that  no 
gun  upon  the  fort  could  anfwer  it,  would  pierce  it 
through  and  through:  and  furely  a  prudent 
man  would  not  flay  to  defend  it  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  when  the  firft  ball  might  blow  up  the 
magazine,  and  fort,  and  all  that  were  near  it : 
the  only  thing  left  for  refolute  courage  to  do, 
would  be  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  field,  tho* 
twice  fuperior  in  number. 

When  I  had  been  here  two  or  three  months, 
and  the  whole  mefs  were  together  in  the  governor's 
apartment,  I  faid,  that  it  was  ufual  in  fuch  build- 
ings as  the  fort,  to  have  a  foundation  of  brick  or 
fi:one ;  which  would  preferve  the  fuper-flru6lure 
from  decaying  much  longer  than  if  it  was  raifed 
only  upon  logs  of  wood  laid  level  in  the  ground. 
The  governor  replied,  that  they  would  have  taken 
this  method  if  bricks  could  have  been  procured ; 
and  every  one  prefent  acknowledged  the  fuperior 
advantages  of  fuch  a  foundation.  I  then  rejoined, 
that  fince  bricks  could  not  be  got,  Hones  would 
anfwer  the  purpofe  equally,  if  not  better;  and 
there  was  great  plenty  of  them  upon  the  flats  on 
Hayes's- river.  The  governor  anfwered  peevifhly, 
that  thofe  ftones  would  not  make  a  foundation  ; 
and  the  carpenter  fupported  the  afiertion,  by  al- 
leging the  difficulty  of  levelling  the  ftones  fit  for 
the  logs  to  lie  upon  (which  in  fadl  could  be  done 
as  eafily  here  as  at  Churchill- river ; )  and  adding 
another  afiertion,    that,  the  driving  fpikes  into  the 
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iog^  would  Ihake  fuch  a  foundation  to  pieces  ;  ^* 
if  a  brick  of  five  or  f:x  pounds  could  bear  mor^ 
force  than  a  ftone  of  ten  times  the  weight.  Thb 
{tones  upon  the  flats  are  hard  and  white  ♦,  and  not 
only  fit  for  a  foundation,  but  for  ftrong  walls :  I 
have  ken  very  good  walls  built  with  much  worfe* 
But  notwithftanding  this  abundant  plenty  of  good 
ftone,  they  have  perfiiled  in  building  their  forts 
with  woodi  and  upon  no  other  foundation  than 
logs  laid  level  in  the  ground  ;  the  confequence  of 
which  is,  that  they  are  reduced  to  rebuild  them 
every  twenty-five  or  thirty  years:  whereas  if  they 
had  laid  down  a  flone-foundationj  the  forts  would 
have  lafted  three  times  as  long,  and  faved  the 
Company  two  thirds  of  the  expence. 

In  the  year  1 745  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Company 
upon  the  comparative  advantages  of  building  their 
foundations  at  lead,  with  ifone  rather  than  wood  ; 
in  which  I  reprefented, 

"  That  the  evil  of  being  obliged  to  rebuild  their 
"  forts  every  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  could 
*'  not  be  remedied  but  by  laying  their  foundations  in 
*'  a  different  manner,  or  making  them  of  different 
*'  materials.  Logs  laid  in  the  ground,  tho*  of  the 
*'  very  beft  oak,  muft  be  fubje6l  to  unavoidable 
**  decay  from  the  wet  that  continually  furrounds 
*'  them ;  and  ic  was  well  known,  that  the  timber 
*'  in  the  upper  v/orks  of  every  building  will  endure 
*•  many  years  longer  than  the  timber  at  the  bottom, 
"  if  it  be  not  raifed  high  enough  to  preferve  it 
*'  from  the  damps  oi  the  earth. 

"  That  in  thofe  parts  of  England  where  flone 
*'  and  brick  are  fcarce,  they  drive  pieces  of  oak 
**^  into  the  ground  two  or  three  feel  deep,  v/hofe 
*'  upper  ends  are  tenanted  into  the  under  fide  of 
*'  the  fill  or  botom  of  the  timber  houfe,  fupport- 
*'  ing  it  a  foot  or  more  above  the  ground,  and  the 
*'  fpaces  between  thefe  piles  are  filled  up  with  flints 
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**  and  pebhles,  or  whatever  can  be  got.  Thefe 
*'  piles,  when  decayed,  may  be  taken  out  ;  and 
"  new  ones  may  be  fixed  in  their  places,  without 
''  injuring  the  fuperftrudure. 

"  That  if  the  expence  of  building  ftone-foun- 
*'  dations  be  compared  with  die  advantages,  it 
"  will  be  found  to  be  very  inconfiderable.  Sup- 
*'  pofe  that  a  wooden  fort  was  to  be  built  in  any 
*'  place  in  the  Bay  where  ftones  are  to  be  got :  a 
"  mafon  in  England  would  get  ftones,  and  lay  a 
"  foundation  for  fuch  a  building  as  York-fort,  for 
'■  lefs  than  twenty  pounds;  but  allowing  for  the 
"  difference  of  the  price  of  labour  in  Hudfon's- 
*'  Bay,  a  ilone-bottom  raifed  a  foot  or  more  above 
''  the  ground  v/ould  not  exceed  fifty  pounds.  Up- 
"  on  this  the  fort  miight  be  eredled  ^  round  which 
"  I  would  have  pieces  two  or  three  inches  fquare 
"  faftened  perpendicularly  againft  the  log- wall  a- 
"  bout  a  foot  afunder,  their  ends  refting  upon  the 
*'  ftone-bottom  :  thefe  fhould  be  well  lathed  and 
"  rough- caft  with  good  mortar  ;  by  which  means 
"  the  log-w^all  would  be  kept  fecure  from  wet,  and 
"  would  laft  as  long  as  the  beams  or  any  of  the 
*'  timber  within  :  it  is  evident  upon  infpeding  any 
"  old  building,  that  timber  carefully  kept  from 
"  wet  will  remain  found  and  ferviceable  fixty  or 
"  eighty  years.  Now  if  the  expence  of  keeping 
"  a  fort  ftrong  and  fit  for  fervice  fixty  or  eighty 
"  years,  be  compared  with  that  of  rebuilding  it 
"  twice  within  the  fame  time,  there  furely  can  be 
"  no  room  for  hefitating  v/hich  method  to  take ; 
"  efpecially  if  it  be  confidered,  of  what  impor- 
**  tance  it  is  to  keep  the  woods  near  the 
*'  fettlements  from  being  cut  away,  and  how 
*'  great  a  faving  of  timber  a  ftone-foundation 
*^  would  make  every  time  the  fort  was  rebuilt.  I 
"  remember  to  have  feen  rough-call  about  the  old 
*' fort  upon  Hayes's-river :  but  it  was  laid  on  in 
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**  fuch  a  manner  that  the  wet  got  ia  behind,  and 
•'  kept  there  in  fpite  of  fun  or  wind  ;  fo  that  the 
*'  timber  rotted  as  faft,  as  if  it  had  lain  againft  a 
*'  bank  of  wet  earth. 

"  That  there  is  a  method  to  make  under-fet- 
"  tings  to  buildings  of  wood,  much  lefs  expenfive 
*'  than  an  entire  ftoneor  brick  foundation.  A  fort 
*'  of  the  dimenfions  of  York- fort  may  be  fupported 
"  by  forty-eight  Hone  or  brick  piers,  one  at  each 
"  falient  and  re-entring  angle  ;  with  a  pier  or  two 
"  under  each  face  and  curtain.  The  interftices 
"  between  thefe  piers  may  be  made  of  any  fluff 
*'  that  can  be  got,  and  repaired  at  any  time  with- 
*'  out  diflurbing  the  fuperflru6lure.  If  lime  can- 
*'  not  eafily  be  got  for  thefe  purpofes,  flones 
*'  might  be  prepared  in  the  Orknies  or  elfewhere, 
"  each  large  enough  to  make  a  pier,  and  not  exceed 
*'  five  hundred  weight.  Forty- eight  of  thefe  flones 
*'  would  fuflain  fuch  a  fort  as  York-fort,  and  the 
''  whole  would  not  cofl  above  fix  pounds  in  the 
^'  Orknies :  fifty  of  them  would  be  about  twelve  or 
"  thirteen  tons.  Stone  or  brick  piers  may  be  put 
"  under  a  building  of  timber  after  it  is  ereded, 
*'  which  would  make  it  endure  many  years  longer 
"  then  it  would  without  them."  The  Compan^f 
took  not  the  leafl  notice  of  thefe  remonflrances. 

In  thefummer,   1746,  I  received  the  following 
letter  : 

HudlbnVBay  houfe,  London  April  30th,  1746. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Robfon, 
Sir, 

"  Y^  E   received  your  letter  of  the  5th  of  Au- 

gufl,  and  obferve  the  contents  ;    and  alfo 

*'  the  feveral  draughts  you    mentioned  ;   and  have 

^'  paid  your  wife's  bill  for  ten  pounds,  as  you  de- 

"  fired. 
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"fired.  We  have  thought  proper  to  remove  you 
*'  to  prince  of  Wales's- fort,  Vv^here  you  ai"e  to  ad 
*'  in  the  fame  fcation  as  furveyor  and  fupervifor  of 
"  the  buildings :  and  we  exped  that  you  exert 
"  yourfelf  in  the  repairs^  and  whatever  may  be 
''  neceffary  in  fire72gthem7ig  the  fort ,  and  that  you 
"  fend  us  a  draught  of  the  river,  &c.  We  re- 
'*  main  your  loving  friends." 

Signed   by  the   governor,    deputy   governor, 
and  fix  of  the   committee. 


In  obedience  to  this  order  I  embarked  aboard  the 
Churchill-floop, Florner  mailer,  which  happen- 
ed to  come  to  York-fort,  and  arrived  at  Churchill^ 
river  the  i8th  of  AugufI:.  After  tv/o'  or' three 
days  I  began  to  corred  the  erroneous  method  the 
men  were  then  taking  in  building  the  ilone  para- 
pet;  which  brought  on  theufual  refentment  of  the 
governor,  who  renewed  his  form.er  oppontion  a- 
gainft  me,  notwithftanding  the  unlimited  powers 
given  me  by  the  Company.  There  was  among 
them  a  man  who  had  been  lately  fent  over  under 
the  charader  of  engineer,  in  the  exercife  of  which 
office  he  had  juft  before  I  arrived  palled  his  appro- 
bation upon  the  only  two  embraiTures  that  vvere 
iinifhed  :  but  when  I  examined  them  and  pointed 
out  their  errors  and  defeds,  he  retraded  his  former 
opinion,  and  was  as  peremptory  in  his  difappro- 
bation.  By  this  and  other  proofs,  I  was  fcon  con- 
vinced, that  he  knew  very  little  of  the  theory  of 
military  architedure,  and  lefs  of  the  pradice: 
however,  I  made  a  point  of  having  his  concurrence 
for  the  fake  of  order,  and  he  very  complaifantly 
acquiefced  in  every  thing  I  propofed.  I  laid  down 
the  lines  of  an  embraflure  upon  a  floor  in  full 
pioportion  according  to  the  beft  modern  rules,  and 
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he  refolittely  fupported  the  propriety  of  them 
againft  the  outrageous  cavils  of  the  governor,  tell- 
ing him  that  my  method  would  bear  demonilration, 
and  he  would  take  upon  himfeif  to  anfwer  for  the 
event.  Thus  I  hoped  I  Ihould  be  enabled  to  keep 
that  part  of  the  parapet  whicK  we  were  to  be  em- 
ployed upon  that  feafon,  out  of  the  power  of  ignor- 
ance and  precipitation.  When  the  troll  became  fo 
fevere  that  we  could  no  longer  lay  any  mortar,  I 
employed  myfeif  in  making  coins  for  the  embraf- 
fures,  but  without  offering  to  confuit  the  opinion  of 
the  governor  about  them,  who  I  was  certain  would 
not  fail  to  be  of  the  contrary  fide  :  and  finding  by 
this,  that  the  authority  of  his  office  would  avail 
him  but  little  againft  fuch  united  oppofition,  before 
Chriftmas  he  eftranged  himfeif  from  four  of  the 
mefs,  the  furgeon,  the  mafter  of  the  (loop,  the 
titular  engineer,  and  myfeif.  The  engineer,  how- 
ever, beginning  to  reliecSt  that  he  had  hitherto 
facrificed  his  intereft  to  his  complaifance,  and  that 
nothing  was  to  he  produced  by  fiding  with  us  but 
the  difpleafure  and  ill  offices  of  the  governor,  left 
us  very  foon,  and  lived  by  himfeif  for  feveral 
weeks,  waiting,  as  we  could  eafily  perceive,  to  be 
reftored  to  favour.  He  fucceeded  at  laft  by  dif- 
avowing  ail  our  proceedings  ;  and  the  governor 
finding  his  party  llrengthened,  ordered  all  the  coins 
I  had  made  before  winter  to  be  altered  to  his  own 
method :  in  confcquence  of  which,  the  following 
fpring  was  loft  to  the  building,  and  the  parapet 
was  entirely  fpoiled. 

When  I  came  to  England  I  follicited  a  long 
tirne  for  an  opportunity  of  laying  a  true  ftate  of 
this  affair  before  the  Company  :  at  length  they 
fent  for  me  from  Portfmouth  by  the  following 
letter  -, 

London, 
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London,  19th  December,   1747. 

Mr.  Robfon, 

''  'T^HE  gentlemen  have  received  your  letter, 
"  and  cannot  pay  your  bill  until  they  have 
"  had  fome  difcourfe  with  you  touching  your 
"  draughts,  and  fome  other  things  that  lie  before 
"  them  •,  and  therefore  they  defire  you  to  attend 
"  on  Wednefday  the  13th  of  January  next  at  ten 
'^  o'clock  in  the  morning." 

Your  h^umble  fervant, 

Charles  Hay  fecretary^ 

I  attended  accordingly,  and  demonftrated  by 
the  models  in  the  committee  room,  that  my 
method  of  conduding  the  building  was  right,  and 
the  governor's  wrong.  The  committee  acknow- 
ledged it  to  be  fo :  yet  fuch  is  their  partiality  for 
their  principal  officers,  that  all  prefent,  except 
Sir  Atwell  Lake,  treated  me  with  great  rigour  and 
difrefpedl :  and  governor  Knap  in  particular 
faid,  "  That  they  found  their  fort  was  fpoiled  and 
"  good  for  nothing,  and  that  I  had  a  great  hand 
"  in  building  it."  This  ungenerous  fpeech  fliock- 
ed  me,  as  it  retra6led  the  aknowledgement  they  had 
juft  before  unanimoufly  made,  and  feemed  calculated 
towithdraw  the  attention  of  the  reft  from  the  demon- 
ilrative  evidence  1  had  given,  that  my  flcill  and  care 
had  been  ufefully  exerted.  In  vain  I  urged  the 
integrity  of  my  condud,  and  remonftrated  that  by  my 
invariable  attention  to  the  Company's  intereft,  I 
had  expofed  myfelf  to  the  refentment  and  cruelty 
of  the  governor,  whofe  behaviour  to  me  rendered 
my  manner  of  life  almoft  intolerable,  and  that  not 
for  a  day  or  a  week,  but  for  years  j  my  arguments 
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produced  no  tift^  :  nor  was  the  leafl:  notice  taken 
of  any  of  the  reprefentations  I  had  made  them, 
lince  my  firfl  arrival  in  the  Bay  •,  but  I  was  difmif- 
fed  their  fervice  as  a  man  who  had  conftantly  ne- 
gle6ted  his  duty. 

TriE  reader  will  from  hence  fee  the  uncontrol- 
able  influence  which  the  governors  in  the  Bay 
maintain  over  the  Company  -,  an  influence  which 
neither  omiiTions  of  duty,  pofitive  injuries  with 
regard  to  their  interefl,  opprefTion  of  their  fervants, 
nor  the  worft  of  crimes,  is  capable  of  dim.inifh- 
ing.  The  governor  at  Churchill-  river  had  a  thou- 
fand  times  rendered  himfelf  unworthy  of  fociety  : 
the  furgeon,  foon  after  my  arrival  there,  told  me  of 
his  cruelties  to  the  fervants  v/ith  tears  in  his  eyes  ; 
and  the  account  he  gare  me  was  then  attefted  by 
every  other  intelligent  man, ,  and  afterwards  abun- 
dantly confirmed  by  my  own  experience.  The 
furgeon  laid  before  the  Company  a  full  and  clear 
reprefentation  of  this  man's  crimes  j  and  it  was 
expeded  that  he  would  be  ordered  to  England, 
the  year  I  came  away :  but  he  was  continued  in  his 
ofHce  without  any  diminution  either  of  honour  or 
profit,  and  the  furgeon  treated  vvith  unparalleled 
negleel. 

It  is  not  very  diiticult  to  afTign  the  true  reafon 
of  this  extraordinary  policy  in  the  Company  with 
regard  to  their  fuperior  officers,  and  I  may  here- 
after take  an  opportunity  of  explaining  it :  nor  is 
the  ground  of  the  oppreirrve  and  cruel  behaviour  of 
the  governors  and  captains  towards  the  inferior 
fervants  a  more  impenetrable  fee  ret.  I'hefe  men 
have  generally  fea-officers  principles,  and  exert 
the  fame  arbitrary  command,  and  exped:  the 
fame  flavifh  obedience  here,  as  is  done  on  board 
ar  fliip,.  But  as  this  fort  of  government  is  not 
neceflaiy,  Co  it  will  not  be  fubmitted  to  :  and  the 
extreme  rigour  on  one  hand,  and  the  impatient  fenfe 
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of  it  on  the  'other,  are  a  perpetual  fource  of  per- 
fonal  difguft ;  which  difcovers  itfelf  in  ineftedual 
complaints  and  murmtirings  from  the  fervants, 
and  in  the  moft  malicious  cruelties  and  oppref- 
fions  from  tlie  officers.  But  farther,  as  they 
have  pofitive  inftrudions  in  v/hat  manner  they 
are  to  treat  thofe  fervants,  who  happen  to  be 
too  ad:ive  and  inquifitive  for  the  Compny's  in- 
tereft ;  they  go  a  flep  higher,  and  ufe  the  fame 
methods  of  fecurity  with  regard  to  their  own  in- 
treft ;  and  either  treat  with  great  feverity,  or  find 
a  pretence  for  fending  home  laden  with  faults,  any 
man  whom  they  fufped:  has  feni^  enough  to  deteft, 
and  fpirit  enough  to  expofe  any  of  their  unjuft 
gains,  particularly  thofe  of  the  ov^erplus-trade. 

This  over-plus  trade  is  big  with  iniquity;  and  is 
no  lefs  inconfiftent  with  the  Company's  true  intereil, 
than  it  is  injurious  to  the  natives,  who  by  means  of 
it  become  more  and  more  ahenated  from  us,  and 
are  either    difcouraged   from    hunting  at  all,    or 
induced  to  carry  all  their  furs  to  the  French.     The 
Company  have  fixed  a  ftandard  for  trade,  as  the 
rule  by  which  the  governors  are  to  deal  with  the 
natives.     According  to  this  they  raife  upon  fome 
of  the  goods,  which  they  know  the  natives  mull  or 
will  take,  a  gain  of  near;^20oo  per  cent,  computing 
by  the  value  of  a  beaver-fkin,  v/hich  is  made  the 
meafure  of  every  thing  elfe:  fo  that  a  beaver-fls:in 
which  is  often  fold  for  eight  iliillings,  is  purchafed 
at  the  low  rate  of  four-pence   or  fix-pence.     This 
extravagant    gain    difcourages   the    natives,    con- 
fiderably  leffens  the  confumption  of  Britilh  manu- 
fadures,  and  gives  the  French  an  opportunity  of 
underfdling   the  Company,  and   carrying  off  the 
bed  and  lighteft  furs  to  Canada.     Yet  not  content 
with  this,  the   governors  add  to  the  price  of  their 
goods,  exad  many  more  furs  from  the  natives  than 
is  required  by  the  ftandard,    and  fometimes  pay 
them  not  equally  for  furs  of  the  fame  value  •,  and  I 
^       ^         Da  ^'i^ 
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wifh  it  could  not  be  faid,  that  taking  advantage  of 
the  neceflities  of  this  abufed  people,  who  as  they  have 
no  other  market  to  go  to  are  obhged  to  fubmit  to 
any  terms  that  are  impofed  upon  them,  they  deri^x 
fome  gains  alfo  from  v/eights  and  meafures.  This 
they  Cill  the  profit  of  the  over-plus  trade  ;  part  of 
which  they  always  add  to  the  Company's  ftock  for 
the  fake  of  enhancing  the  merit  of  their  fervices,  and 
apply  the  remainder  to  their  own  ufe,  which  is  often 
expended  in  bribes  to  fkreen  their  faults  and  con- 
tinue them  in  their  command.  It  is  this  trade  that 
is  the  great  bond  of  union  between  the  governors 
and  captains,  who  are  fo  extremely  watchful  over 
their  flrange  privileges,  that,  as  I  faid  before,  if 
there  is  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  a  man's  having  un- 
derftanding  enough  to  difcover  their  iniquities,  and 
honefty  enough  to  detefl  and  expofe  them,  he  is 
fare  to  be  undermined  in  the  Company's  efteem  -,  he 
is  kept  as  ignorant  of  the  trade  and  nature  of  the 
country  as  polTible ',  and  when  his  time  is  expired, 
if  not  before,  is  fent  home  with  fuch  a  charafter  as 
will  eticdually  hinder  his  return. 

It  is  certain  that  the  cruel  and  oppreffive  behavi- 
our of  the  govenors  and  captains  towards  the  inferior 
fervants,  not  only  deters  ufeful  people  from  en- 
gaging in  the  Company's  fervice,  a  circumftance 
which  they  ought  to  attend  to  for  their  own  inter- 
eft^  but  furniihes  one  pretence  for  the  bad  charader 
that  is  given  of  the  country.  Thofe  men  that  are 
driven  irom  ii  by  ill  ufage,  come  home  with  minds 
embittered  and  hjll  of  refentment;  and  finding  no 
redrefs  from  the  Company,  they  make  a  point  of. 
difcouraging  others  from  going  thither,  by  magni- 
fying the  diflrefics  they  have  undergone,  without 
mentioning  a  fingle  circumlLance  to  counter-balance 
them.  But  there  are  others,  that  from  very  diflferent 
motives,  give  an  imprelFion  of  the  country  not  at  all 
to  its  advantage  i  who  rather  than  not  eftablifia  a 
cnara(^er  for  capacity  and  refolution,  do  it  at  the 
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€xpence  of  truth  ;  and  they  think  they  fafely  do  it, 
as  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will  be  foon  deteded. 
A  man  in  Hudfon's-Bay  has  not  much  opportunity 
for  fignalizing  himfelf :  his  fphere  of  adion  is  con- 
fined within  the  very  narrow  limits  of  carrying  large 
logs  of  wood,  walking  in  fnow-llioes,  fettirig  traps, 
hunting  and  fov/ling.     The   being  a  dextrous  hun- 
ter, and  travelling  well  in  fnow-fhoes,  are  efteemed 
the  chief  points  of  honour:  they,  tlierefore  give  the 
moll  romantic  account  of  their  journies,  magnify 
every  little  difficulty  into  a  more  than  Herculean  la- 
bour, and  endeavour  to  convince  their  hearers,  that 
nothing  could  have  carried  them  through,  lefs  than 
the  moft  confummate  ftrength  of  mind  and  body : 
hence  people  have  imagined,  that  it  mufh  be  the  lait 
diftrefs  that  can  drive  a  man  to  a  country,  where  he 
has  fo  few  chances  not  only  for  comfortable  fub- 
fiftance  but  for   life  itfelf.     It  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged indeed,  that  upon  his  firft  arrival  in  the 
Bay,    an    Englifhman    makes  a  very    difadvan- 
tageous  comparifon  between  the  appearance  of  that 
country  and  his  own-,  and  it  may  be  a  year  or  two 
before  he  is  thoroughly  reconciled  to  the  climate 
and  the  manner  of  living-,  but  it  is  an  indifputable 
fad,  that  thofewho  have  (laid  there  their  full  time, 
and  have  lived  tolerably  under  the  governor,  had 
rather  go  back  again  than  enjoy  the  fame  advan- 
tages in  their  native  country:  I  myfeif  am  aninftance 
of  this-,  and  I  have  heard  the  captains  frequently 
atteft  the  fame  of  others.     This  inclination,  there- 
fore, to  return  to  Hudfon's-Bay,  when  thus  founded 
upon  an  experimental  knowlege  of  the  country,  is 
furely  a  much  ftronger  proof  of  its  being  very  habi- 
table, than  all  the  ftories  which  have  been  propa- 
gated by  the  idle  or  the  interefted  are  of  the  contrary. 
For  my  own  part,  if  I  had  paid  the  leaft  credit  to 
the  frightful  tales  I  heard  upon  my  arrival,  I  ihould 
not  have  ventured  fix  miles  from  my  place  of  refi- 
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dicnct.     But  that  the  reader  may  have  a  more  per- 
fect knowlege  of  the  country,  1  will  give  Ibme  ac- 
count of  the  foil  and  climate  at  York-fort  and 
Churchill- river. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  the  mofl  northerly 
fettlements  in  the  Bay,  Ihould  have  as  good  a  cli- 
mate as  the  foutherly  fettlements,  there  being  fo 
great  a  difference  of  latitude  as  from  59  deg.  to 
51  deg.  30  min.  I  was  no  farther  up  Ghurchill- 
river  than  eight  or  nine  miles ;  but  thofe  who  have 
been  up  thirty  miles  fay,  that  there  are  pleafant  mea- 
dows and  good  grafs,  that  the  foil  is  very  good, 
and  that  there  are  goofeberries  and  black  and  red 
currants  growing  near  the  fea,  upon  points  that 
appear  almofl  barren.  Thofe  that  I  have  feen  grow 
fo  low  that  the  grafs  covers  them.  The  marlhes 
and  low  grounds  are  full  of  good  grafs  y  and  there  is 
a  patch  of  ground  near  the  fort  on  Efkimaux-point 
which,  though  expofed  to  the  north  and  north- eaft 
winds,  produces  good  radilhes,  coleworts,  turnips, 
fmall  carrots,  and  lettices  and  other  fallading :  black- 
berries alfo  grow  upon  the  heath.  Upon  clearing 
away  the  fnow  in  the  fpring,  we  generally  found  the 
under  part  of  it  congealed  to  ice  three  or  four  inches 
thick,  lying  hollow  from  the  ground.  Whether 
this  was  caufed  by  the  fnow's  melting  and  thawing 
downwards,  and  then  congealing  from  the  coldnefs 
of  the  earth;  or  by  the  fun's  drawing  up  thawing 
vapours  from  the  earth,  and  moiftening  the  fnow 
which  was  afterwards  congealed  again,  I  am  not 
able  to  determine.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the 
latter,  becaufe  the  top  of  the  fnow  was  formed  into 
a  hard  icy  cruft,  and  within  it  was  heavy  tho'  foft. 
However,  beneath  this  arch  of  ice  we  found  green 
vegetables  growing  up  an  inch  or  two  above  the 
ground.  The  cattle  here  would  live  and  do  well, 
if  the  fame  care  was  taken  of  them  as  is  generally 
taken  in  Enlgand.  The  horfcs  I  found  among  them 
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had  been  kept  feveral  years,  and  were  confta.ntlr 
employed  in  drawing  ftones  and  other  materials 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fort.  And  if  they  can  fubfift  and 
be  fit  for  fervice  at  Churchill-river  in  59  deg.  they 
would  furely  fubfift  and  increafe  alfo  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Bay,  in  51  deg.  ^o  min.  and  in  all  the 
more  foutherly  fettiements. 

The  foil  about  York-fort,  which  is  in  ^y  deg, 
10  min.  is  much  better  than  that  at  Churchill-river. 
Moil  kinds  of  garden- Ituff  grow  here  to  perfec- 
tion, particularly  peafe  and  beans.  I  have  feen  a 
fmall  pea  growing  without  any  culture ;  and  am  of 
opinion  that  barley  would  flourifh  here,  and  confe- 
quently  in  much  greater  perfedion  at  Moofe  and 
Albany-rivers,  which  are  in  51  deg.  30  min.  and 
52  deg.  Goofeberries  and  red  and  black  currants 
are  found  in  the  woods  growing  upon  fuch  bufhes 
as  in  England.  Up  the  river  are  patches  of  very 
good  ground  j  and  battones  under  banks,  fo  de- 
fended from  the  north  and  north -weft  winds,  that 
there  is  a  line  thaw  below  when  the  top  is  freezing  : 
here  whole  families  might  procure  a  comfortable 
fubfiftence,  if  they  were  as  induftrious  as  they  are 
in  their  own  country.  Upon  Hayes's- river,  fifteen 
miles  from  the  fort,  is  fuch  a  bank  as  I  have  juft 
mentioned,  near  which  I  pitched  my  tent :  after 
paling  in  fome  ground,  for  a  coney-warren, 
and  for  oxen,  fheep,  goats,  ^v  r.  I  fhould  exped: 
by  no  more  labour  than  v/ould  be  proper  for  my 
health,  to  procure  a  defirable  livelihood  ;  not  at  all 
doubting  of  my  being  able  to  raife  peafe  and  beans, 
barley  and  probably  other  kinds  of  grain.  The 
illand  on  which  York- fort  ftands,  is  more  capable 
of  improvement  than  can  be  im.agined  in  fuch  a 
latitude,  and  fo  near  the  Bay.  It  is  narrow  twenty 
miles  up  from  the  fea  ;  fo  that  drains  might  be  cut 
to  very  ufeful  purpofe.  1  cut  a  drain  near  the 
fprt,  to  dry  a  piece  of  ground  for  a  battery  of  four 
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cannon,  which  afterwards  wore  quite  a  new  face ; 
the  fnow  did  not  He  upon  it  near  fo  long  as  before, 
and  the  grafs  fiouriflied  with  new  vigor.  I  ob- 
ferved  alfo,  that  before  the  fnow  was  thoroughly- 
thawed,  feveral  vegetables  were  fpringing  up  be- 
neath it ;  and  by  the  time  it  had  left  only  a  very 
thin  fhell  of  ice,  thefe  vegetables  were  grown  up 
three  or  four  inches. 

In  September  1745  I  tried  the  froft  in  the 
ground,  by  digging  in  a  plain  near  the  fort.  I 
dug  three  feet  and  a  half  before  I  came  to  the  froft, 
which  was  eight  inches  thick.  I  then  ftruck  an 
iron  bar  eighteen  inches  below  the  frozen  vein, 
and  found  the  earth  very  dry,  the  froft  having 
flopped  the  pafTage  of  the  water  for  nine  months  j 
and  it  might  be  a  month  longer  before  the  thaw 
would  enable  it  to  get  fo  low  :  it  muft  thaw  every 
year,  or  no  water  would  ever  penetrate  fo  deep. 
This,  however,  is  not  neceflary  to  vegetation  ; 
lince  three  feet  and  a  half  of  foil  is  fufficient,  not 
only  for  all  kinds  of  grain,  but  alfo  for  timber, 
which  feldom  ftrikes  its  roots  fo  deep,  unlefs  it  be 
in  the  crevices  of  rocks.  As  the  froft  does  not  pe- 
netrate four  feet  and  a  half,  the  v/ater  has  full  three 
months  to  thaw  it  in,  and  is  certainly  able  to  effect 
it  in  that  time  •,  though  perhaps  the  froft  may  re- 
turn again  above,  before  the  thaw  is  thoroughly 
compleated  below ;  and  this,  probably,  is  the  cafe 
with  all  level  and  moift  grounds :  but  in  dry  grounds, 
or  in  moift  grounds  with  fojthern  declivities,  it 
may  be  otherwife.  It  is  the  moifture  that  com- 
municates the  freezing  quality,  and  where  that 
fails  the  froft  can  proceed  no  farther  :  in  fwamps 
or  wet  plains,  therefore,  or  in  northern  declivities 
where  the  fun  is  weak,  the  froft  enters  as  far  as 
there  is  any  moifture,  is  very  long  in  thawing,  and 
fometimes  continues  in  the  ground  the  whole  year  ; 
but   m  dry  ground  it  has  but  little  power,    and 

even 


(  45  ) 

even  in  wet  grounds  that  have  a  fouthern  decli- 
vity, the  froft  does  not  keep  poflefiion  fo  long  ; 
for  the  moifture  acquires  from  the  fun  in  the  day, 
a  warmth  that  it  retains  all  night,  and  it  may  be 
a  thaw  under  ground  while  the  furface  is  freezing. 
Cultivated  land  alfo  thaws  much  fooner  than  bar- 
ren. I  perceived  that  the  garden  -  ground  at 
York-fort  and  Churchill-river  thawed  much  fooner 
and  deeper  in  the  fpace  of  one  month,  than  the 
wafte  that  lies  contiguous  to  it  •,  and  the  fame  is  to 
be  obferved  in  England.  By  the  heat  therefore 
which  the  earth  here  would  acquire  from  a  general 
and  careful  cultivation,  the  froft  might  be  fo  foon 
overcome,  that  the  people  might  expedt  regular  re- 
turns of  feed- time  and  harveft. 

The  natural  produce  of  Hudfon's-Bay  grows 
very  faft,  and  comes  to  perfedion  much  fooner 
than  that  of  England.  The  alteration  of  the 
weather  is  very  fudden  and  great :  the  wind  veer- 
ing perpetually  between  north  and  fouth,  occalions 
a  perpetual  alternate  change  of  fummer  and  winter, 
which  fliould  prevail  upon  thofe  who  go  abroad  to 
provide  againft  the  v/orft  that  can  happen ;  a 
ftranger  to  the  climate  ought  never  to  venture  out 
alone.  Thefe  fudden  alterations,  however,  make 
me  conjedlure  that  the  climate  differs  much  in  a 
little  way,  efpecially  in  going  from  north  to  fouth ; 
at  York-fort  the  difference  is  lefs  perceptible  than 
at  Churchill-river.  In  fummer,  when  the  wind  is 
about  weft-fouth-weft,  it  becomes  fukry  ;  and  if  it 
happens  to  blow  frefh,  it  comes  in  hot  gufts  as  if 
it  blew  from  a  fire,  and  the  hardeft  gufts  bring 
the  greateft  heat :  but  this  is  not  the  cafe  when 
the  wind  blows  from  any  other  point.  In  winter, 
the  fky  weft  of  the  fort  generally  looks  with  a 
more  thawing  afped,  than  in  any  other  quarter 
except  towards  the  eaft.  '^  noted  this  in  my  jour- 
nal,   and  concluded  that  thefe  black  watry  clouds 
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muft  be  generated  in  places  where  the  waters  are 
not  frozen  ;  for  when  I  obferved  them  at  weft-  by- 
fouth,  I  turned  immediately  to  the  eaft,  where  I 
knew  was  an  open  fea,  and  found  that  the 
clouds  in  that  point  had  exaccly  the  fame  appear- 
ance. The  former  is  the  point  where  the  natives 
fay  is  a  deep  ftrait,  and  the  copper- mine.  Frogs 
and  fome  kinds  of  fiib  are  found  here  frozen  in 
folid  pieces  of  ice,  which  upon  the  thaw  recover 
their  activity,  and  appear  to  have  a'^  much  life  as 
before.  This  was  confirmed  by  laying  them  near 
a  gentle  fire :  .but  upon  expofmg  them  afterwards 
to  the  froft,  and  bringing  them  to  the  fire  a  fecond 
time>  they  were  always  found  dead. 

1  MIGHT  here  give  a  particular  defcription  of  all 
the  animals  peculiar  to  this  country  ;  but  as  it  does 
not  enter  into  the  nature  of  my  defign,  and  befides, 
has  been  already  done  by  other  writers  about  Hud- 
fon's-Bay,  fuificiently  enough  to  give  a  complete 
idea  both  of  the  benefits  and  evils  that  arife  from 
them  5  I  fiiall  only  relate  an  event  or  two  with  re- 
gard to  the  white  bear,  and  then  proceed  to  an 
account  of  the  natives. 

Governor  White  of  York- fort  told  me  that 
he  and  another  being  abroad  together  one  winter, 
as  they  walked  up  the  river,  they  difcovered  an 
opening  in  the  bank,  and  upon  looking  into  it 
fovmd  a  white  bear,  which  they  killed.  The  beaft 
in  making  this  den  had  thrown  up  the  earth  behind 
her  as  fhe  went  in,  with  a  defign,  they  thought,  of 
obliging  herfeif  to  continue  there  the  whole  feafon 
of  the  frofl,  v;hich  had  fo  hardened  the  earth, 
that  a  complete  thaw  only  could  deliver  her  :  it 
was  difiicult  even  with  hatchets  and  ice-chizzels  to 
cut  the  mouth  of  the  den  wide  enough  to  let  the 
body  through.  Having  at  length  accompHlhed 
this,  tliey  cut  off  the  fkin  and  fat,  and  left  them 
with  the  carcafe  in  the  hole  fecure  enough  as  th^y 
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imagined  from  any  beaft  that  might  happen  to 
come  that  way  :  but  before  morning  a  quiquihatch 
or  wolverine,  a  very  ilrong,  cunning  and  rapacious 
creature,  had  broke  through  the  fence  and  devour- 
ed all  but  the  bones.  The  governor  communicated 
this  ftory  to  an  old  Indian,  and  afked  him,  if  it 
was  common  for  the  white  bears  that  are  big  with 
young,  as  this  proved  to  be,  to  bury  themfelves 
during  the  froft :  he  faid  no  ;  but  that  when  they 
do,  it  is  with  a  defign  to  ftay  in  their  holes  till 
the  froft  is  over,  and  they  have  brought  forth  their 
young ;  that  they  will  live  a  long  time  without 
food  ;  and  that  the  black  bear  generally  lies  in  his 
den  as  long  as  he  finds  any  moifture  in  his  paws  to 
fubfift  on,  but  when  that  is  gone  he  is  forced  abroad 
again :  tho'  it  is  more  probable  that  he  paiTes  the 
winter-months  in  deep. 

While  I  was  at  Churchill- river,  I  went  out 
one  afternoon  with  my  gun  towards  Eikimaux- 
point,  and  among  fome  large  ftones  that  lie  there- 
abouts, difcovered  an  enormous  bear.  Not  being 
above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  difVant  from  the  houfe, 
I  was  not  much  alarmed  at  the  fight  of  this  ani- 
mal, but  crept  forwards  with  a  defign  to  Ihoot 
him.  By  this  time  he  had  winded  me,  and  was 
making  towards  me  I  fuppofe  in  the  expectation  of 
meeting  with  a  good  prey:  for  prefently  after,  when 
I  raifed  myfelf  behind  a  ftone  to  look  for  him, 
he  was  reared  on  the  other  fide  to  look  for  me. 
The  fur  prize  was  mutual,  depriving  us  both  of 
the  power  of  hurting  each  other  :  for  he,  turning 
fuddenly  upon  his  hind-feet,  made  off  with  great 
precipitation;  and  I,  having  loft  my  recoUedion,  did 
not  think  of  firing  till  he  was  far  out  of  my  reach. 
Indeed  I  never  heard,  that  a  bear  will  feize  upon 
a  man  before  he  is  attacked  and  wounded  himleif. 
I  have  been  prefent  at  the  killing  of  feverai  white 
bears,  and  never  fav;  an  inftance  of  their  tuiTiing 
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Upon  a  man  but  once.  We  had  hunted  the  crea- 
ture many  hours  firfl:  on  land  and  afterwards  at  fear 
being  almoft  fpent  with  the  lofs  .of  bloody  and 
forced  to  quit  the  water,  he  made  one  bold  effort 
to  come  afliore  ;  but  finding  himfelf  furrounded, 
fo  that  he  could  make  no  way  up  the  country,  he 
ran  with  open  mouth  at  one  Richard  Walton,  in 
order  to  force  a  pailage.  The  man  had  the  pre- 
fehce  of  mind  to  fire  his  piece,  and  the  bear  being 
wounded  by  it  took  to  the  fea  again  y  and  tho' 
purfued  for  feveral  hours  more,  made  his  efcape  at 
iafl  under  fhelter  of  the  night.  There  is  no  beaft 
truly  dangerous  but  the  grizzled  bear;  and  he  al- 
ways keeps  up  the  country  in  a  warmer  climate, 
where  indeed  he  makes  dreadful  ravages,  de- 
vouring whole  families  in  a  fhort  time. 

The  natives  are  a  white  people,  without  any 
thing  peculiar  in  their  Ihape  and  fize  to  diflinguifh 
them  from  the  refl  of  mankind.  They  are  lefs 
hairy,  indeed,  than  the  Europeans,  the  men  hav- 
ing little  or  no  beard;  and  thofe  who  have  conver- 
fed  with  the  women  fay,  that  they  have  no  hair 
but  upon  their  heads.  Every  mafler  of  a  family 
of  any  eminence  keeps  by  him  a  fmall  parcel,  for 
which  he  has  a  moft  fuperllitious  reverence.  This 
he  calls  his  father's  head,  and  is  highly  provoked 
if  any  one  offers  to  look  into  it  ;  but  upon  exa- 
mination it  has  proved  to  be  nothing  more  than  a 
bundle  of  feathers  tied  round  with  a  piece  of  lea- 
ther. They  have  a  religious  apprehenfion  of  fome 
malevolent  and  capricious  being,  whom  they  are 
frequently  afraid  of;  for  when  they  eat,  they 
throw  a  piece  of  flefh  into  the  fire  as  a  kind  of 
offering  to  him,  and  when  they  go  out  in  their 
canoes,  they  cafl  fomething  afhore  to  render  him 
propitious.  At  other  times,  as  capricious  them- 
ielves  as  the  god  they  worfhip,  they  go  out  in 
parties  with  guns  and  hatchets  to  kill  him ;  and  at 
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their  return  will  boaft  that  they  have  killed  kim^ 
telling  where  they  have  fet  up  the  paintfed  flick  iri 
teftimony  of  their  fuccefs.  A  tradition  prevails 
among  them,  that  all  the  people  of  the  country  were 
drowned  except  eight,  who  were  faved  in  a  canoe. 
They  make  pretenfions  to  divination  ^  for  the 
cxercife  of  which  they  form  a  fquare  clofe  tent,  by 
laying  .f!<ins  upon  four  flicks  cut  green  from  the 
tree,  peeled,  and  fixed  perpendicularly  in  the 
ground.  Into  this  they  enter,  flaying  two  or  three 
hours  ;  in  which  time  many  future  events,  they 
fay,  are  made  knov/n  to  them.  Some  of  our  peo- 
ple are  weak  enough  to  give  credit  to  this  pro- 
phetic fpirit.  In  the  year  1735  the  fhip  was  fo 
iate  in  coming  from  England,  that  the  governor 
Very  ferioufly  applied  to  an  Indian  to  inform  him 
what  was  become  of  her  ;  and  after  her  arrival  he 
afTured  us  that  the  man  had  told  him  the  exacS 
truth.  This  power  of  divination,  it  feems,  is 
checked,  if  an  Englilliman  approaches  the  tent. 

They  have  a  generous  fenfe  of  property^  and  a 
difdainof  oppreilion:    the  largefl  beafls  .  and  fowls, 
they  fay^  are  their  own  ;  and  they  call  all  the  Com- 
pany's lervants,  lexcept  the  governor,  flaves.  Theyare 
exemplary  in  their  affedion  to  the  orphans  of  the 
fame  family  -,  for  upon  the  death  of  the  parents  the 
children  are  divided  among  the  nearefl  of  kin,  who 
feed  and  take  care  of  them  preferably  to  their  own. 
When    an  Indian   dies,    they  ufually  bury  all 
he  pofTelTes  V/ith  him,  becaufe^  they  think  he  will 
want  it  in  the   other  country,    where,    they    fay, 
their  friends  are  making  merry  as  often  as  they 
fee  an   Aurora-borealis.     The  corpfe  being  placed 
Upon  its  hams,    the  grate  is  filled  up  and  covered 
over  with  brufh-wood^    in  which  they  put  fome 
tobacco  \    and   near  the  grave  ih  fixed  a  pole  v/ith 
a  deer  fkin,   or  fome  other  fkin,  at  the  top.     This 
method  of  placing  the  corpfe  is- no  longer  obfcrv- 

E  -^^ 


(  ja  ) 

cd  by  the  people  who  refort  to  the  Englifli  fadories ; 
but  the  upland  Indians  itill  retain  their  ancieat 
cuftoms.  I  have  heard  that  the  luperanniiated  and 
kelplels  among  them  are  ftrangled  at  their  ov/n  re- 
queft  •,  which  ceremony  is  always  performed  by 
the  neareft  relations,  who,  after  placing  thele  vo- 
luntary viclims  in  a  grave,  hniQi  the  horrid  tafli 
after  the  manner  of  the  Turkifli  bow-ftring. 

They  defcribe  days  by  the  times  of  fleeping,  years 
by  winters,  and  different  parts  of  the  year  by  moons  *, 
as  the  frog- moon,  or  the  feafon  when  the  frogs 
fpawn,  which  is  in  May  or  June  •,  the  geefe- moon, 
when  the  geefe  fly  acrofs  the  country  to  breed  -, 
and  other  moons,  diftinguifhed  by  Ibme  ilated 
appearance. 

They  are  fond  of  the  tafbe  of  brandy,  and  of 
being  intoxicated  with  it  •,  efleeming  it  an  honour 
to  be  drunk,  and  ftriving  who  fhall  continue  fo 
longeil :  indeed  this  is  a  corruption  not  of  their 
own  growth,  but  introduced  among  them  by  the 
folly  and  villainy  of  Europeans.  Inftead  of  ufing 
water,  they  cleanfe  themfelves  with  greafe  and  oil ; 
and  when  they  have  a  mind  to  be  ornamented, 
they  paint  their  faces  with  a  kind  of  red  and 
yellow  oaker,  which  with  a  firing  of  beads  hang- 
ing at  the  nofe,  and  a  piece  of  greafy  red  cloth 
fixed  on  one  fide  of  the  head,  makes  an  Indian  as 
fine  as  he  defires  to  be. 

They  ufe  for  an  emetic  a  herb  called  cocka- 
pocko,  and  after  the  operation  another  herb  called 
woihapocko  ;  and  their  method  of  fweating  them- 
felves is  to  fit  in  a  clofe  tent  by  a  heap  of  heated  ftones. 
Before  the  ufe  of  kettles  was  introduced  among 
them,  they  drefled  their  meat  in  a  wooden  or  birch- 
rind  difli,  heating  the  water,  and  keeping  it  boiling 
by  conftantly  putting,  in  thefe  hot  itones.  They 
cat  as  much  fiefli  at  a  time  as  will  ferve  three  or 
four  Europeans  -,  but  then  they  can  fall  three  or 
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four  times  as  long :  and  thefe  habits  of  voracioufnefs 
and  abftinence  feem  to  be  determined  by  their  natu- 
ral temper,  and  their  tafte  of  life  ;  for  they  are  lazy 
and  improvidentj  lying  in  their  tents  and  feafting 
upon  their  (lock  till  they  have  not  a  day's  provifion 
left  •,  and  if  they  are  unfortunate  enough  to  fail  of 
a  fupply  before  their  power  of  fading  is  gone^  they 
perifh  with  hunger.  This  has  given  birth  to  many 
ilories  of  their  being  reduced  to  eat  the  fkins  that 
cover  them,  and  fomiedmes  their  children.  Many 
families  in  their  joui*ney  to  the  fa6lories  have  been 
fo  near  ftarving,  that  they  have  fainted  by  the  way^ 
and  mull  have  perifned,  if  fome  among  them  had 
not  been  ftrong  enough  to  come  to  the  governors  for 
relief. 

Upon  going  out  to  hunt,  and  at  the  deaths 
they  fing  two  fongs,  the  latter  at  the  head  of  the 
bead ;  a  pradlice  that  prevails  among  the  more 
refined,  but  lefs  innocent  fportfmen  here.  If  fe- 
veral  different  parties  of  hunters  happen  to  meet 
in  the  purfuit,  they  do  not  regard  who  kills 
the  beaft,  but  fhare  the  prey  in  common.  The 
chief  of  a  family  has  an  appropriated  part,  which, 
by  way  of  diftindlion,  he  dreffes  himfelft  a  woman 
is  not  fuffered  to  touch  it,  nor  to  perform  the  leaft 
part  of  the  culinary  office,  nor  even  to  be  prefent  at 
the  feail.  When  he  thinks  it  is  boiled  enough,  he 
takes  it  out  of  the  kettle,  and  gives  the  lirft  piece 
to  the  man  he  refpedls  moil,  proceeding  in  this 
manner  through  the  whole  company.  They  have 
a  maxim  very  prejudicial  to  the  country,  which  is, 
that  the  more  beads  they  kill,  the  more  they  in- 
creafe  •,  and  in  confequence  of  this  they  deftroy 
great  numbers  for  the  fake  of  the  tongues,  leaving 
the  car  cafes  to  rot. 

The    families   take   down    their    tents    in    the 

mornings      and     the     chief    orders    \Vhere    they 

Ihali    be    pitched    at    night.       In    winter    w^hen 

they  can  follow  his  trad  in  the  fnow,  he  leaves  the 
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women  to  ftrilce  the  tent,  and  come  after  him  with 
the  baggage;  and  where  they  find  a  long  white  flick 
fixed  in  the  ground,  they  pitch, the  tent  again  till 
the  next  morning.  At  night  the  man  comes  home 
and  fits  down,  but  without  fpeaking,  while  his 
wife  pulls  off  his  wet  cloaths,  and  cleanfes  his  face 
with  greafe  or  oil :  he  then  takes  the  chief  feat, 
and   begins  to  talk. 

In  marrying  they  have  the  eailern  cuflom 
of  a  plurality  of  wives ;  though  they  gene- 
rally content  themfelves  with  two,  which  are 
as  many  as  they  can  well  maintain  by  hunt- 
ing. They  are  not  very  fufceptible  of  the  tender 
pairions  •,  for  an  Indian  will  gladly  lend  his  wife 
to  an  Englifliman  for  a  bottle  of  brandy.  It  is 
cuftomary  for  the  man  upon  his  marriage  to  leave 
his  own  friends,  and  live  with  his  wife's  father,  to 
whofe  defence  and  fubfiftence  he  devotes  himfelf 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  which  makes  the  hav- 
ing daughters  a  much  more  defirable  part  of  their 
pofieflions  than  fons.  A  woman  once  in  her  life 
feparatcs  herfelf  from  all  kind  of  converfe,  and  lives 
three  weeks  alone ;  in  which  time,  thofe  who  ad- 
minider  to  her,  leave  her  food  in  a  certain  place, 
and  return  immediately  without  fpeaking.  I  em- 
ployed a  man  who  underftood  the  language,  and  was 
intimate  withleveral  of  the  people  of  both  lexes,  to 
enquire  into  the  nature  and  end  of  this  ceremony  : 
but  with  all  his  art  and  addrefshe  was  never  able  to 
obtain  more  than  a  general  knowledge  of  the  fad. 

At  their  fcafts  and  merry  meetings,  wherv 
they  are  difpofed  to  dance,  the  company  join 
hands  and  fliuffle  round  themufician,  who  fits  upon 
the  ground,  and  beats  a  kind  of  drum,  the  difmal 
found  of  v/hich  he  accompanies  with  a  more  dif- 
rnal  tone  of  voice.  They  fmoke  brazil- tobacco- 
mixed  with  a  peculiar  herb,  of  which  both  fexes 
and  all  ages  are  fond  to  excefs.  They  have  even 
ftated  entertainments  of  fmoaking  •,  on  which  oc- 
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cafioii  a  pipe  is  produced,  ornamented  with  feathers 
of  various  kinds.  This  pipe  is  two  feet  long,  the 
bowi  being  made  of  ftone,  and  the  barrel  of  wood  : 
the  principal  man  has  always  the  privelege  of 
lighting  it,  who  after  taking  his  fhare  of  whifFs, 
gives  it  to  the  fecond  in  eminence  •,  proceeding 
through  the  whole  company  with  fuch  equitable 
management,  that  the  laft  man,  who  conilantiy  fi- 
nifhes,  has  very  feldom  a  larger  or  fmaller  fnare 
than  the  firfl.  When  the  bufinefs  of  traffic  is  over  at 
the  fa6lory,  they  fmoak  after  the  fame  manner  in  the 
governor's  room,  always  depofiting  the  pipe  with  him 
as  a  kind  of  pledge  for  their  return  the  following 
year.  This  ornamented  pipe  is  what  I  fuppofe  the 
French  call  the  calumet  of  peace.  •  The  Indians 
generally  travel  with  one,  which  they  offer  to  any- 
party  of  a  different  nation  that  they  happen  to 
meet  with  ;  and  their  accepting  it,  and  fixioaking 
with  them,  are  confidered  as  an  exchange  of  peace 
and  fricridfliip. 

The  governors  make  titular  officers  of  thofe 
wlio  are  accounted  the  bed  huntfmen  and  war- 
riors, and  moft  eileemed  for  their  underlland- 
ing  by  the  reft  of  the  party.  To  each  of 
thefe  they  give  a  coat,  a  pair  of  breeches  and  a 
hat,  appointing  him  captain  of  a  river.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  thofe  who  live  at  a  great  diftance  trom 
the  factories,  that  theEnglifh  are  a  kind  of  creators 
c^f  ail  the  goods  they  fell  -,  and  when  we  firft  ap- 
pet'^red  in  the  Bay,  the  people  on  the  coaft  believed 
us  to  be  inhabitants  of  the  water,  becaufe  they  faw 
us  come  from  tiie  fea,    and  return  thither  again. 

The  true  charafter  of  the  inland  natives  is,  that 
they  are  plain  anil  ignorant,  but  very  gentle,  and^ 
difpofed  to  receive  any  imprefilcn.  Their  chiel 
vice  is  lazinefs :  but  ail  they  have  of  ill  may  in  a, 
great  meafure  be  removed,  and  all  they  want  of 
good  be  fnpplied,  by  a  pro|^r  and  generous  cul- 
tivation-. They  behave  \\  e  i  to  the  Englifn,  but 
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better   to  the  French,    becaufe  the   French   havs 
taken  more  pains  to   civiUze  their   manners,   and 
engage  their  efteem. 

The  Indians  upon  the  coafts  and  in  the  iflands 
have  cuftoms  pecuHar  to  themfelves,  very  different 
from  thofe  of  the  upland ers  on  the  continent.  Of 
thefe  I  may  poflibly  fpeak  hereafter  ;  but  fnall  nqw 
proceed  with  an  account  of  the  many  oportunities 
that  flill  remain  for  enlarging  difcoveries  by  fea  and 
land,  and  for  improving  many  beneficial  articles  of 
trade,  particularly  the  filheries.  And  firft,  there 
are  feveral  reafons  to  fupport  a  belief,  that  the  land 
which  feparates  Hudfon's-Bay  from  the  weftern- 
ocean,  mufl  be  narrow  to  the  northward  of  Chur- 
chill-river, if  it  fliould  prove  to  be  continuous, 
and  v/ithout  a  navigable  palTage. 

The  rivers  north  of  Churchill,  that  have  yet 
been  difcovered,  are  very  inconfiderable.  Seal  and 
Pocathiifko  are  the  only  ones ;  the  latter  in  ^g : 
30,  fm.all  but  well  wooded  ;  the  former  in  6oy 
fomewhat  larger,  running  a  confiderable  way  from 
the  fouth-weft  Knapp's-Bay  is  only  a  deep  inlet; 
and  nothing  but  inlets  have  appeared  upon  the 
coafls,  difcovered  by  the  fhips  fent  out  in  learch  of 
a  north- weft- paffage.  There  are  no  rivers  near 
Whale-cove  nor  Rankin's-inletj  nor  on  the  coaft 
from  thence  to  Wager's- inlet,  which  terminates  in  a 
fmall  ftream  running  from  an  inland  fbrdable  lake. 
Chefterfield-inlethas  no  more  title  to  the  characler 
of  a  frefh  river  than  Wager- inlet.  It  is  a  continu- 
ed channel  at  leaft  four  leagues  wide ;  the  water 
is  fait  and  brackilh  ;  it  ebbs  eight  or  nine  hours  at 
the  rate  of  five  or  fix  miles  an  hour,  and  fipws 
two  hours  at  the  rate  pnly  of  one  mile  an  hour  ; 
and  yet  it  does  not  fcem  to  con r raft  even  at  more 
than  thirty  leagues  up.  The  known  rivers  to  the 
northward,  therefore,  will  not  bear  a  comparifon 
>\ith  Churchill-river  5  nor  eycn  with  our  Thames^ 
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Himiber,  Tweed,  or  Tjuq.  Seal- river,  which  is 
the  larger,  and  which,  by  the  bye,  flows  from  the 
weft  and  not  from  the  fouth-weft,  does  not  vent 
fo  much  water  as  the  fecond-rate  rivers  in  England, 
There  are  alio  fewer  within  the  fame  diftance  along 
fl:iore  than  in  England ;  and  tho'  many  runs  of 
water  generally  fail  into  them,  they  decreafe  as 
much  in  a  courfe  of  twenty  miles  as  our  rivers. 
If  then  we  may  compute  the  breadth  of  a  country, 
by  the  length  of  the  courfe  of  its  rivers,  and  the 
quantity  of  water  which  they  difcharge  ;  it  may  be 
fairly  prefumed,  tliat  as  the  courfes  of  the  above 
rivers  are  not  fo  long,  nor  their  difcharge  fo  great, 
as  fome  rivers  in  England,  the  land  where 
they  are  fituated  is  not  fo  broad.  But  as  it  is  urged 
that  rivers  are  larger  or  fmaller,  in  proportion  to  the 
rains  that  fall  on  the  adjacent  land,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  compare  the  quantity  of  rain  that  falls  in  a 
year  in  Hudlbn's-Bay,  with  the  quantity  that  falls 
in  England.  From  the  beginning  of  May  to  the 
end  of  September,  the  proportion  of  rain  is  pretty 
equal  •,  and  from  the  beginning  of  Odlober  to  the 
end  of  April,  the  quantity  of  fnow  in  the  Bay» 
which  covers  the  furtace  about  two  feet  and  a  half 
thick,  and  perhaps  more,  does  not  greatly  exceed. 
The  inference,  therefore,  of  the  breadth  of  the 
land  from  the  fize  of  the  rivers  ftill  holds  good. 
But  this  is  farther  confirmed,  as  in  or  near  the 
bottom  of  the  Bay,  where  the  continent  is  known 
to  be  broad,  the  rivers  are  larger  in  proportion, 
and  more  in  number  within  the  fame  diftance, 
than  to  the  northward ;  and  when  the  fnow 
melts,  the  Indians  to  the  fouthward  of  York-fort, 
who  are  near  or  within  forty  miles  of  the  fea,  keep 
their  canoes  always  in  readinefs,  that  they  may  e- 
fcape  the  torrent  that  pours  down  from  the  in- 
land country,  overflowing  the  adjacent  plains,  and 
bearing  down  the  trees.  But  thefc  annual  floods 
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are  not  known  to  the  northward  of  CliurchiU-river^ 
and  it  is  eaiy  in  the  fummer  to  diicern  which  rivers 
are  fubjed  to  them,  from  the  deep  hollows  which 
the  ice  conilantly  plows  up  on  both  fides.  The  in- 
ference, therefore,  ftill  remains  juft  and  natural, 
that  the  lands  northward  of  Churchill- river,  are 
jnuch  narrower  than  thofe  fouthward,  and  cannot 
be  far  from  the  weftern  ocean. 

This  is  farther  confirmed  in  point  of  teftimony, 
from  the  evidence  of  the  Indians  dwelling  upon 
Nelfon  and  Churchill-rivers,  who  fay,  that  they 
have  been  upon  rivers  that  run  a  contrary  courfe  to 
thofe  in  the  Bay  -,  and  at  the  weftern  fea  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  land,  where  they  have  feen  fhips.. 

But  another  natural  evidence  of  there  being  a  fca- 
coaft  to  the  wefliward  not  far  from  Churchill,  is 
that  the  flights  of  wild-geefe  in  the  fpring  are  feen 
to  the  northward  of  Churchill,  before  thofe  which 
come  along  the  Bay  from  the  fouthward  are  feen  at 
York-fort.  It  is  received  as  an  eftablifhed  and  con- 
firmed fadt  among  the  people  at  the  Bay,  that  thofp 
fiocksof  wild-geefe  which  appear  in  the  fpring,  come 
from  the  fouthward  according  as  the  fnow  melts, 
and  the  marfhes  and  rivers  are  thawed  fufficiently 
to  afford  theiTi  fubfiftence  in  their  flight  northward, 
whither  they  repair  to  feek  for  unfrequented  places 
to  hatch  and  breed  their  young.  But  if  it  happens 
to  freeze  again,  they  fly  back  fouthward  to  get  food, 
and  dp  not  renew  their  flight  northward  till  the 
thaw  is  renewed.  It  is  alfo  laid,  that  their  courfe 
is  generally  parallel  to  the  cpaft  of  the  Bay,  near 
the  mouths  of  rivers  and  along  the  marihes ;  and 
that  they  do  not  come  from  the  inland  country 
weft  to  eafl:,  but  from  fouth  to  north,  being 
always  firft  feen  at  the  mofl:  foutherly  fadories. 
But  at  Churchill,  long  before  the  ice  is  broken  up 
fouthward,  there  are  always  flights  of  geefe  to  be  feen 
to  the  northward,  hovering  about  for  a  convenient 
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place  to  feed  upon  •,  which  not  finding  on  atcouiit 
of  the  continuance  of  the  froft,  they  fly  back  agaiii 
inland  to  the  weft  ward.  It  is,  therefore,  pretty 
certain,  that  thefe  flights  are  made  from  another 
country,  and  are  not  the  fame  that  come  from  the 
Southward,  which  do  not  appear  till  a  confiderabl^ 
time  after.  Some  probably  come  along  the  coaft 
of  the  weftern  ocean  from  the  fouthward,  as  thefe 
in  the  Bay  ♦,  and  fome  along  the  eaft  coaft  of 
America,  and  the  weft  coaft  of  Europe  ;  all  mak- 
ing northward  to  Spitzburg  and  Greenland,  where 
they  breed:  while  thofe,  which  I  fuppofe  come 
from  the  weftern  coaft  of  AmeHca,  take  their  flight 
by  California  and  the  coaft  northward  of  it,  where 
there  is  a  great  difference  of  climate  at  a  fmall 
diitance  from  the  Bay  -,  and  being  earlier  upon  the 
wing,  and  flying  at  the  rate  of  flxty  miles  an  hour, 
they  flioot  into  a  frozen  climate  upon  the  Bay,  bcr 
fore  they  are  aware ;  but  finding  no  food,  retreat 
back  to  the  warmer  climate  they  came  from. 

If  it  fhould  be  urged,  that  thofe  geefe  which  are 
leen  fo  early  to  the  northward,  may  fly  from  the 
inland  northward,  and  happen  to  light  upon  the 
fhore  north  of  Churchill,  and  fo  be  firft  feen 
there  ;  I  anfwcr,  that  if  it  muft  be  left  to  accident, 
they  might  as  eafily  light  upon  the  (hore  to  the 
fouthward,  and  fo  be  firft  feen  at  Churchill  or 
York-fort,  which  has  never  yet  been  done.  Befides, 
the  flight  is  always  obferved  to  be  made  along  fho;*e, 
and  never  from  the  inland  country  diredlly  to  the 
fhore.  Since,  therefore,  all  other  flights  of  gcefe 
are  feen  coming  from  the  fouthward  in  the  fpring, 
and  returning  to  the  northward  in  autumn  \  and 
this  flight,  which  is  Cc^n  firft  to  the  northward  of 
Churchill,  rs^  in  a  dire6t  contrary  courfe;  the  coii- 
clufion  is  very  natural,  that  it  muft  come  from  a 
different  country,  and  a  different  fea-cpaft,  moft 
probably  to   tho  weftward  ;  which  having  a  much 
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warmer  climate  on  account  of  an  open  fca,  tli^ 
flight  is  taken  early,  but  obilruded  by  coming  too 
fuddenly  into  a  frozen  climate.  This  flight  may 
polTibly  be  made  along  the  Ihore  of  the  north- 
weft  pafTage :  however,  the  firft  fuppofition  ftands 
very  ftrongly  fupported,  that  the  continent  to  the 
northward  of  Churchill  is  very  narrow,  and  the 
weftern  fea  not  far  diftant  from  the  Bay. 

I  SHALL  next  endeavour  to  fliew  the  probability 
of  entering  Hudfon's-Bay  much  earlier  than  is  done 
annually  by  the  Company's  fhips.  The  ice  from 
the  north  part  of  the  Bay  drives  through  Hudfon's- 
ftraits  into  the  ocean ;  and  the  Company's  fhips 
generally  enter  the  ftraits  in  the  beginning  of  July. 
At  York-fort  and  Churchill-river  I  have  obferved 
that  the  ice  did  not  break  off  clofe  ^t  the  fhore, 
but  gradually ;  the  firft  field  leaving  the  fliore-ice 
two  or  three  miles  broad,  the  fecond  lefs,  and  fo  on 
till  it  was  cleared  away.  Thefe  feveral  fields  of 
ice  drive  through  the  ftraits  ;  but  as  they  go  off  at 
intervals,  one  field  may  be  driven  through  before 
the  next  enters  from  the  Bay:  confequently  the 
ilraitjs  fometimes  pretty  clear  of  ice. 
.  As  the  ftraits  then  are  never  fro/ien  over,  nor 
always  unnavi gable,  even  when  there  is  much  ice  in 
the  Bay  •,  I  imagine  that  a  fafe  pafTage  may  be  often 
found  in  the  beginning  of  June  :  for  as  the  ice  en- 
ters the  ftrait  at  intervals,  according  as  it  breaks  off, 
and  as  the  wind  and  current  drive  it  out  of  the  Bay ; 
fothe  wind  may  keep  the  ice  back  at  this  feafon 
as  well  as  any  other.  Befides,  the  ice  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Bay,  and  the  north  and  weft  ice,  will  not 
have  had  time  to  reach  the  ftrait ;  but  after  Jun^ 
all  the  Bay-ice  commonly  reaches  it.  The  begin- 
ning of  June  therefore  feems  to  be  the  likelieft  time 
in  which  to  expeft  a  free  pafTage.  If  fhips  fhould 
get  through  by  this  time,  and  yet  the  Bay  prove 
too  full   of  ice  to  proceed,    harbgurs  might  be 
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foilncl ;  and  as  they  would  have  fmooth  water  and 
light  nights,  fmall  boats  might  be  fent  out  upon 
difcovery.  Thefe  boats  fhould  be  made  of  ftrong 
leather,  with  the  ribs  and  other  timber  moveable 
at  pleafure.  They  would  not  then  be  liable  to  be 
broken  by  the  ice ;  they  would  row  Iwiftly  -,  and 
might  be  let  out  or  contraded,  and  fo  made  fit 
for  fhoal  or  deep  water.  And  that  the  fhips  may 
not  lofe  the  firfl  opportunity  of  a  clear  paffage, 
by  waiting  for  the  return  of  the  boats  ;  a  common 
place  of  rendezvous  fhould  be  appointed,  from 
whence  they  might  purfue  their  difcoveries  in  con- 
cert ;  and  either  return  to  England,  or  winter  as 
they  found  encouragement.  All  the  evil  arifing 
from  this  experiment,  if  it  fails,  would  be  only  the 
cxpence  of  having  taken  the  voyage  one  month 
earlier;  but  if  it  fhould  fuCGeed,  it  would  fave 
the  much  greater  charge  of  wintering  in  the  Biiy^ 
and  be  attended  with  all  the  advantages  that  can  be 
wifhed  for  towards  enlarging  our  difcoveries. 

I  KNOW  that  but  a  few  years  ago  this  voyage 
was  thought  very  difficult  and  tedious  -,  that  the 
Company's  fiiips  almofl  always  wintered  in  the 
Bay;  and  that  they  were  well  fatisfied  with  that 
captain  who  wintered  fafely,  and  returned  the  fol- 
lowing year,  allowing  him  a  gratuity  of  fifty 
guineas.  But  of  late  this  gratuity  is  with-held 
from  him,  and  given  only  to  thofe  who  go  out  and 
return  the  fame  year:  fo  that  what  v/as  once  re- 
prefented  as  abfolutely  impradlicable,  is  now  very 
eafily  and  fpeedily  preformed  ;  and  it  is  with  great 
reludlance  that  any  captain  winters  in  the  Bay. 
If  the  difcovery  of  a  north- weft  paffage  v/as  purfu- 
ed  with  the  fam.e  arciour  and  encouragement,  the 
fame  expedition  would  ts: :e  place  ;  and  the  reality 
offucha  paffage    be  fpeedily  determined, 

Tjix 


(  6o  ) 

The  great  means  of  fettling  this  is  a  knowledge 
of  the  tides  -,  and  therefore   proper  perfons  fliouid 
try   it    ill    66  deg.   north-eaft  of  Cary-fv/an's-neil, 
and   afctrtain  Miudleton's    frozen   ftrait,   and  the 
tide  and  current  there,   which  he  fays  is  fo  great  as 
to  fill  the  Welcome.     Others  fiiould  be  knt  at  the 
fame  tim.e  and  for  the  fame  purpofe  to  V/hale-cove^ 
Rankin's- inlet,  Cheflerfield-inler,  Wager-bay,  and 
P.epulfe-Bay  ;  in  one  of  which  the  paiTage,  if  there 
is  any^  m.uft  exifl.    In  all  thefe  places  they  fnould  be 
ordered  to  flay  a  limited  timie,   and  make  repeated 
experiments  upon  the  tides  and  currents :  and  if  in 
any  of  the  inlets  the  tides  do  not  fiov/  into  the  Bay, 
but  meet  in  the  mjiddJe  of  the  ftrait  •,  or  if  the  ebb 
into  the  Bay  exceeds  the  flood  from  the  Bay,  and 
yet  the  water  continues  fait  or  brackilh  -,    or  if  the 
tide  of  flood  lafts  fewer  hours  than  the  tide  of  ebb j 
and  the  water  fti;l  proves  brackifli ;  fuch  fymntoms 
of  a  frefh  river  would  afford  the  ftrongeft  evidence 
of  a  clear  palfage.     Thefc  firft  fteps  to  a  difcovery 
being  thus    deliberately  and  accurately  m.ade,    the 
people,  if  they  had  time^  might  venti're  to  proceed  j 
but  if  the  feafon    fnould  be  too  far  elapfed,  they 
might  at  worft  vvinter   in  the  Bay,  and  renew  the 
fearch  the  foliovv'ing  fummier. 

But  ftill  much  lei's  expence  would  be  incurred, 
more  expedition  would  be  ufed,  and  more  certain- 
ty obtained,  by  making  the  experiment  over  land. 
And  1  gready  wonder  it  has  not  yet  been  attempt- 
ed, confidering  the  repeated  tcftimiOnies  of  the 
natives  that  come  to  York- fort,  who  fay  that  they 
have  been  at  rivers  Vv/hichrun  a  contrary  ccurfe  to 
thole  in  the  Bay,  and  have  feen  the  fea  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  country. 

A  MAN  refolved  upon  the  expedition,  m.ight  very 
eafily  engage  a  felcct  number  of  the  Copper- Indians, 
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who  come  to  Churchlll-fa6lory,  to  condu<fl:  him  up 
the  country,  upon  the  offer  of  fome  inconfiderable 
reward,  and  making  one  of  their  chiefs  captain  of 
the  undertaking.  Nor  is  it  necelTary  that  he  Ihould 
underftand  the  language,  as  the  linguift,  who 
might  be  of  the  party,  could  communicate  every 
thing  to  the  Indians  that  it  was  proper  for  them  to 
know.  By  this  means  the  copper-mine  at  leaft 
would  be  difcovered,  and  probably  the  diflance  of 
the  weftern  ocean,  and  the  reality  of  a  paffage  be- 
tv/een  that  and  the  Bay. 

The  fame  advantages  might  be  as  effe(5lually  ob- 
tained, tho'  not  perhaps  fo  immediately,  if  the 
Company  was  to  iffue  a  general  order,  that  the 
children  of  all  thofe  natives  who  would  give  their 
confent,  fhould  be  brought  up  at  the  fadlories,  and 
inftrudled  in  every  part  of  learning  that  was  necef- 
fary  to  fit  them  for  ufeful  fervice  ;  and  if  at  the 
fame  time  alfo  they  would  fend  over  from  England 
a  number  of  indigent  children  to  be  educated  with 
them.  By  fuch  connexion  and  intercourfe 
thefe  boys  would  learn  each  others  language,  be 
^ccullomed  to  each  others  tempers  and  manners, 
be  foon  able  to  travel  together  up  the  country,  and 
foon  capable  of  underftanding  as  much  of  the 
mathematics  as  would  qualify  them  to  obferve  the 
latitudes  and  keep  a  journal.  And  if,  in  aid  of 
their  endeavours,  rewards  were  propofed  for  thofe 
who  made  the  moft  important  difcoveries,  all  the 
parts  of  the  countries  adjoining  to  the  Bay,  would 
in  a  few  years  be  intimately  known. 

Expedients  like  thefe  mufl  occur  to  every 
man  who  has  the  leaft  reflexion,  and  the  leaft 
knowledge  of  the  country ;  but  as  the  Hudfon's- 
Bay  Company  have  not  yet  made  any  trial  of  them, 
it  is  to  be  queflioned  whether  any  trial  will  ever- be 
made,  till  the  trade  and  management  become  the 
bufinefs  of  the  nation.     The  Company  have  had 
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apprentices  in  the  Bay,  both  able  an'd  willing  to  d6 
in  part  what  has  been  juft  now  propofed.  I  have? 
myfelf  heard  many  of  their  fervants  fay,  that  they 
would  gladly  undertake  a  journey  with  the  natives, 
if  the  Company  would  give  them  any  encourage- 
ment •,  and  one  of  them  in  particular  told  me,  that 
he  once  offered  voluntarily  to  do  this  without  fo- 
liciting  a  reward,  but  was  rebuked  by  the  gover- 
nor for  his  officioufndfs,  and  treated  ill  the  remain- 
der of  his  time  :  yet  this  method  of  making  dif- 
coveries  would  not  only  be  lefs  expenfive,  than 
any  the  Company  have  hitherto  taken,  but  far 
more  certain,  and  more  fuccefsful ;  of  which  they 
have  a  melancholy  proof  from  the  very  formidable 
encroachments  which  the  French,  by  the  fame 
means,  are  continually  making  upon  them. 

It  is  univerfally  believed  among  the  fervants, 
that  the  French  travel  many  hundred  miles  over 
land  from  Canada  to  the  heads  of  our  rivers  in  the 
Bay,  and  that  they  have  ereded  huts  and  fettled  a 
confiderable  fadory  upon  a  lake  at  the  head  of 
Nelfon-river ;  trading  with  the  natives  for  the 
lightefV  and  moft  valuable  furs,  which  they  carry 
a  long  way  before  they  find  a  conveyance  by  water : 
and  this  general  opinion  is  not  taken  up  at  random, 
but  fupported  by  particular  inconteftable  evidences 
of  the  fadl.  I  have  feen  French  guns  among  the 
natives  that  come  to  York-fort  •,  and  once  heard  Mr. 
Brady,  the  furgeon,  converfe  with  one  of  them  in 
the  French  language.  I  have  alfo  frequently  fcen  in 
the  governor's  hand,  a  letter  addreffed  to  him  i'vom 
the  chief  fa6tor  at  the  French  fettlemxcnt  on  Tsei- 
fon-river.  It  was  written  in  French  and  Indian  •,  and 
the  purport  of  it  was  to  eftablilh  a  trade  between 
them  and  the  Engiifli  at  York- fort,  for  thofe  heavy 
goods  whch  the  French  flood  in  great  need  of,  but 
could  not  bring  from  Canada,  fuch  as  guns,  ket- 
tles, tobacco,  ^x.  and   the   Englifh  were  deflred 
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to  fay,  liow  much  beaver  they  expefted  in  ex- 
change for  thele  articles.  The  governor  told  u?, 
that  he  had  lent  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  England  ; 
and  added,  that  if  the  Company  confented  to  fuch 
2  treaty,  we  fnould  get  no  furs  but  what  came 
through  the  hands  of  the  French,  who  v/ould  foon 
have  huts  all  the  way  down  Nelfon- riven 

The  linguills  inlormed  me,  that  they  have  had 
a  defcription  of  the  French  fadlory  at  the  head  of 
Nelfon- river  from  different  Indians,  who  all  a- 
greed  in  the  principal  circum (lances,  and  re- 
markably in  this,  that  the  French  have  a  large  boat 
or  flcop  upon  the  lake.  Thefe  people  formerly 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  had  the  Englifh  ac- 
com.pany  them  up  the  rivers ;  and  were  once  \  cry 
foilicitous  to  engage  us  to  go  up,  that  we  might 
head  them  againit  the  French  Indians :  but  they 
are  now  very  eafy  and  filent  upon  that  fubjed  :  the 
French  by  kind  offices  and  a  liberality  in  dealing, 
which  we  think  of  no  confequence,  have  obtained 
fo  much  influence  over  almofl  all  the  natives,  that 
many  of  them  are  adually  turned  fadlors  for  the 
French  at  our  fettlements  for  heavy  goods.  This 
the  Indians  openly  acknowledged  to  the  linguift 
in  the  year  1746,  jud  before  I  left  York-fort. 

But  it  is  now  time  to  fay  fomething  of  the  fiHi- 
jeries  -,  the  v/retched  condition  of  which  is  notovv^ing 
to  any  natural  defed,  but  m.erely  to  negligence  of 
defign  in  thofe  who  pretend  a  right  to  the  country 
;and  its  produdions. 

Thl  EfKimaux,  v/ho  are  the  profelfed  fifners, 
iifed  to  inhabit  the  country  on  the  eafi-m.ain  be- 
tween the  ftraits  and  the  bottom  0^  the  Bay  :  but 
they  are  fince  driven  away  to  the  northward  by  the 
other  Indians,  v/ho  are  rendered  much  fuperior  to 
them,  on  ai  count  of  the  fupply  of  arms  and  am- 
.  jTiunition  v/hich  they  receive  from  the  Engliili : 
(o  th^t  a  tract  of  land  of  more  than  three  hundred 
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miles  extent  from  north  to  fouth,  lies  almoil:  wafte, 
without  trade  and  without  inhabitants.  Churchill- 
river  was  much  frequented  by  the  Effcimaux  before 
We  fettled  there,  the  point  on  which  the  fort  is 
built  being  called  Efkimaux- point.  Upon  dig- 
ging for  the  fort  rnany  traces  were  difcovered  of  their 
abode  here,  fuch  as  the  pit  in  which  they  fecured 
their  provifions,  pieces  of  ftone-pots,  fpears,  ar- 
rows, &c.  This  point  they  kept  foQie  time  after 
they  were  driven  from  the  adjacent  country,  be- 
caufe  as  it  lies  far  in  the  open  fea,  they  could  dif- 
cover  the  diilant  approaches  of  their  enemies,  and 
repair  in  time  to  their  canoes,  in  the  management 
of  which  they  are  pecuUarly  dexterous :  but  they 
were  at  length  forced  to  go  farther  northward,  to 
Cape-Efkimaux  and  Whale-cove;  and  are  now  to- 
tally difpoiTeiled  of  this  retreat,  by  our  making  a 
fettlement  here,  and  drawing  down  the  northern  up- 
land Indians  to  trade,  whom  alfo  we  have  fuppiied 
with  arms. 

Thus  have  we  confented  to  the  depopulation  of 
both  the  call  and  vvxll  coafts  of  the  Bay,  by  fuffer- 
ing  the  inhabitants,  perhaps  the  mofc  ufeful  of  all 
the  natives,  to  be  baniflied  to  Hudfon's-ilraits  on 
one  fide,  and  to  Whale- cove  en  the  other.  But  a 
people  do  not  eafily  lofe  their  charadleriflic  virtues  : 
that  art  and  induHry  for  v;hich  the  E{l<:imaux  arc 
diftinguifhed,  they  ftill  retain  even  in  a  ftate  of 
flight  and  difperfion  •,  and  thofe  that  are  fcattered 
about  the  ilraits,  kill  whales,  fea  horfes,  feals,  bears, 
&c.  not  only  for  common  fubfiilence,  but  for  trade, 
which  they  are  very  eager  to  carry  on  with  our  fbips, 
as  often  as  they  go  by  in  their  pafTage  to  the  Bay. 
But  our  fhips  give  them  little  encouragement ;  nor 
is  it  the  defign  of  the  Company,  that  the  iillicries 
fliould  be  improved. 

A  SLOOP  is  indeed  fornetimcs  fent  to  Whale- cove 
for  a  few  days  in  a  ieafon,  and  fornetimcs  not  ient 
ai  all.     Tlie  people,  therefore,  having  no  depen- 
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dance  upon  our  coming  to  trade  with  them,  take 
very  little  care  to  provide  a  fupply  larger  than  is 
neceflary  for  their  own  fubfiftence. 

In  thofe  years  in  which  the  floop  was  not  fcnt  to 
Whale-cove,  viz.  1745,  17465  and  1747,  all  the 
whale-finn  that  the  Company  brought  to  England 
was  procured  in  the  ftraits  :  the  firft  year  303 
pounds,  the  fecond  13 14  pounds,  and  the  third 
226  pounds ;  in  all  1843  pounds,  as  appears  from 
the  account  cf  their  public  fales.  But  in  the 
itven  preceeding  years,  when  the  Hoop  was  fent 
to  Whale-cove,  the  account  of  their  fales  ftands 
thus;  ^ys^f  finn  20;^  pounds;  17395  finn  518 
pounds;  1740,  finn  630  pounds,  oil  123  gallons; 
1741,  finn  149  pounds;  1742,  finn  679  pounds, 
oil  one  ton  at  ;^  18:  13:  o;  1743,  hnn  496 
pounds,  oil  and  blubber  5  tons  234  gallons  at 
^14:  8:  o  per  ton -^  1744?  finn  302  pounds,  oil 
and  blubber  3  tons  218  gallons  at  £10:  i  :  o  per 
ton.  So  that  upon  an  average  the  trade  in  finn 
thofe  years  in  which  the  floop  was  fent  to  Whale- 
cove,  does  not  equal  the  trade  when  the  floop  was 
not  fent :  therefore  the  greater  part  mufl  have  been 
procured  in  the  flraits,  which,  as  I  faid  before,  is 
done  curforily  as  the  fhips  pafs  into  the  Bay.  But 
if  fo  much  can  be  gained  without  any  efforts, 
what  muft  the  produce  be  from  a  profefTed  de- 
fign  and  vigorous  endeavour  to  bring  thefe  fifheries 
to  perfection  ? 

The  previous  flep  to  this,  is  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  Efl<:imaux  in  the  quiet  pofTefTion  of 
their  properties  and  lives;  fuffering  them  to  ex- 
tend at  pleafure  towards  the  bottom  ot  the  Bay, 
where  they  would  find  a  milder  climate  and  better 
country  :  and  this  appears  very  eafy  to  be  effe&d, 
by  making  a  fettle ment  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
flraits,  which  abounds  with  wood  and  good  harbours; 
and  taking  care  to  inform  the  Indians  upon  the 
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eaft-maln,  that  the  Elldmaux  are  defirous  to  live  at 
peace  with  them,  that  they  v/ill  not  interfere  in 
their  furr- trade,  and  that  they  are  friends  to  the 
Enghih  and  under  their  protedion,  who,  if  hof- 
tilities  are  continued,  will  fupply  them  with  arms 
and  ammunition  for  their  defence  :  which  impar- 
tial diflribution  of  kindnefs  and  good  offices 
would  efte(5lually  difTipate  that  malignity  we  have 
given  birth  to  by  the  oppofite  conduct,  to  the 
deftruction  of  both  people,  and  the  ruin  of 
the  trade.  And  if  the  fame  pacific  meafures 
were  taken  alfo  on  the  weftern-coall:,  and  fettle- 
ments  made  fouthward  of  Whale  cove,  for  the 
prote6iion  and  encouragement  of  thofe  Efki- 
maux  who  lie  fcattered  thereabout,  the  founda- 
tion of  a  mofl  extenfive  filliery  would  be  efFedu- 
ally    laid. 

These  I  aft  Efldmaux  fubfift  in  winter  upon 
the  ftock  they  raife  in  fummer,  which  is  fuppofed 
to  be  oil,  blubber,  and  the  like  :  and  yet  the  feafon 
of  the  whale- fifhery  feldom  lafts  above  nine 
weeks ;  in  which  time  they  muft  kill  a  prodigious 
quantity  to  be  able  not  only  to  lay  up  a  ftore  for 
a  long  winter,  but  to  make  a  referve  of  many 
tons  of  oil  for  the  Company's  annual  (loop. 
And  if  this  poor  people  can  in  their  one-man 
feal-fkin  canoes,  with  fuch  tackling  as  their  little 
fidll  enables  them  to  make  of  ivory,  wood,  and 
leather,  kill  fo  many  whales  in  fo  fhort  a  time, 
and  in  fo  fmall  a  part  of  the  Bay ;  there  is  no 
fixing  bounds  to  the  profufion,  if  a  fifhery  was 
carried  on  at  all  the  rivers  under  proper  diredlion 
and  encouragement,  and  the  natives  furnifhed 
with  harpoons,  nets,  hooks,  and  other  tackling 
made  in  England,  and*  prompted  befides  to  ex- 
ert their  utmoft  art  and  induftry  by  a  kind  and 
generous  treatment. 
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The  circumference  of  the  Bay  Is  at  leafl  2500 
miles,  with  fo  many  ri\^ers  and  inlets  all  round, 
that  a  confiderable  river  or  inlet  may  be  allowed 
to  every  hundred  miles.  In  the  three  rivers 
where  I  refided,  as  much  oil  ^c.  might  be  pro- 
cured as  would  be  fufncient  to  load  150  tons  of 
lliipping  annually :  confequently,  by  the  fame 
computation,  the  whole  Bay  would  employ  1250 
tons ;  and  in  a  fhort  time,  I  dare  fay,  many  hun- 
dred more.  But  the  firft:  trial  mull  be  made  by 
thofe  who  are  poiTeffed  of  judgment,  fpirit,  and 
integrity,  or  no  plan,  however  excellent^  wouid 
infure  fuccefs. 

I  HAVE  attempted  to  form  a  plan  as  well  for 
the  improvement  of  the  inland- trade  as  of  the 
fifheries,  and  would  have  inferted  them  in  this  ac- 
count, if  fome  prudential  reafons  did  not  reftrairi 
'me  j  one  is  that  the  Company  might  pofilbly  be 
tempted  to  fhut  up  thofe  avenues  which  I  fhould 
point  out :  but  I  am  ready  to  give  all  the  private 
information  in  my  power  to  any,  who  I  am  con- 
vinced are  willing  to  fend  out  fliips,  and  take 
other  fmcere  fleps  for  the  advancement  of  the 
trade  of  this  country  •,  and  I  think  I  can  de- 
demonftrate,  that  ihips  need  not  return  the 
fecond  voyage  from  Hudfon's-Bay  with  a  fmall 
or  unprofitable  cargo. 

If  it  fhould  be  obje6led,  that  fin ce  the  wefterly 
rivers  in  the  Bay  are  not  clear  of  ice  till  the  be- 
gining  of  June,  and  the  fifhery  is  over  by  the 
middle  of  Auguft,  the  feafon  would  laft  only 
ten  weeks,  which  v/ould  be  too  fhort  to  kill 
whales  enough  to  defray  the  expence ;  I  anfwer 
firft,  that  the  fifheries  of  Greenland  and  Davy's- 
ftraits  do  not  laft  longer  •,  and  fecondly,  that  the 
expence  in  a  great  meafure  might  be  faved,  if 
as  the  Bay- fifhery  does  not  begin  till  the  Davy's- 
ftraits  fifhery  is  over,  the  fame  Ihips  were  employ- 
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ed  in  both.  If  It  be  farther  objected,  that  fhips 
cannot  get  into  the  Bay  by  the  beginning  of  June, 
and  therefore  a  great  expence  would  be  incurred, 
by  fo  many  EngUihmen  being  obliged  to  winter 
there  '-,  I  anfwer  farther,  that  few  Enghfhmen 
need  be  kept  in  the  Bay,  fince  the  natives  may 
be  hired  upon  very  reafonable  terms  to  attend  the 
whole  time  of  the  fifhery.  The  home  Indians  even 
now,  kill  geefe  for  the  Company  for  very  low 
wages,  and  a  much  great  number  offer  themfelves 
for  this  fervice  than  can  be  employed,  and  the 
feafon  of  killing  geefe  is  over  a  week  before 
the  fifliery- feafon  comes  on.  Indeed  thefe  home 
Indians  are  tender,  dull  and  inaclive  •,  but  they  need 
only  be  employed  in  the  fifhery  while  in  its  infant 
ftate  ;  for  upon  making  peace  between  them  and 
the  Kiliimaux,  thofe  native  lifhers  would  carry 
on  the  vv^hoie  bufinefs  alone,  without  any  alTiftance 
from  the  home  Indians,  or  even  from  iht  Englifh 
who  need  only  a6t  as  fupervifors.  But  fnould  it 
be  at  laft  objected,  that  the  Company  long  before 
this  would  have  fet  fuch  a  fiiliery  on  foot,  if  it 
was  near  fo  beneficial  as  is  now  reprefented ;  the 
anfwer  may  be  eafily  drawn  from,  their  whole 
conduct  for  many  years  pail,  and  the  mean  and 
ungenerous,  motives  that  have  inEucuced  it. 

Indeed  it  is  to  be  feared,  tnat  all  remonfrrances, 
intreaties  and  perfuaHo-s  for  the  opening  a  pafTage 
to  this  cxtenfive  field  of  trade,  will  prove  in- 
effectual, till  they  are  addreffed  to  the  LegiQature, 
who  by  purchaiirg  the  right  the  Company  pret.nd 
to  have  to  the  Bay  and  ail  the  countries  round 
it,  would  foon  fee  how  well  they  have  a&d  un- 
der the  faith  of  their  allegiance  to  the  crown, 
who  granted  them  a  charter  only  as  truftces  for 
the  public.  Such  a  purchafe,  made  even  upon 
the  Company's  own  efrimation  of  their  profits, 
would  I  think  be  as   benenciai  a  one  as  ever  was 

made 
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made  by  a  Britidi  parliament :  for  befides  the  fifh- 
eries  and  fur-trade,  and  their  being  capable  of 
inconceivable  improvement,  there  are  the  ftrong- 
eft  appearances  of  rich  mines  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.  I  have  feen  pieces  of  fliining 
ore  which  were  brought  from  Knight's- hill  about 
thirty  miles  eaft-by-fouth  from  Churchill-river. 
And  it  appeared  upon  the  evidence  before  the 
Committee,  that  ore  has  been  brought  to  the 
fouthern  fadlories,  of  v/hich  buckles  were  made ;. 
that  there  is  a  valuable  lead-mine  upon  the  eafl- 
main,  the  ore  of  which  was  produced  •,  and  that 
native  cinnabar  was  found  upon  the  coaft  be- 
tween Churchill  and  Neifon- rivers,  from  which 
quickfilvef  was  excradled  ^nd  a  fpecimen  of  it 
fent  over  to  the  Company.  There  are  alfo  the 
flrongeil  probabilities  of  there  being  a  rich  cop- 
per-mine north- 'wefl:  of  Churchill- river  •,  I  have 
feen  feveral  pieces  of  this  ore ;  the  Indians  of 
thofe  parts  wear  them  by  way  of  ornament  about 
their  necks  and  wrifts ;  and  a  man  who  was  pre-- 
fent  at  making  the  fettlement  upon  Churchill- 
river  informed  me,  that  the  Indians  had  ice- 
chizzels,  and  other  implements  made  of  this  cop- 
per, and  that  the  people  of  the  fa6tory  called  them 
the  Copper-Indians  by  way  of  diftin^tion,  as  by 
their  own  account  they  came  from  that  part  of 
the  country  where  the  mine  is  fituated.  But 
notwithftanding  the  cogency  of  fuch  a  variety  of 
proofs,  the  Company  have  let  it  at  defiance,  and 
made  not  the  lealt  lincere  and  effefcual  effort  to 
pufh  the  difcovery  of  thefe  mines.  Nay,  for  the 
fake  of  invalidating  the  evidences  for  the  copper- 
mine,  their  friends  have  even  ventured  to  airert, 
that  the  copper  brought  down  by  the  Indians 
was  not  the  produce  of  a  mine,  but  broken 
pieces  of  hrafs  guns  belonging  to  a  Daniih 
wreck  which  they  found  upon  fome  coafl  -,  not 
i'   3  con- 
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Confidering  that  tho'  the  brafs  of  which  cannon 
is  made  be  indeed  copper  compounded  with  lapis 
calaminaris,  all  the  hammering,  or  any  other 
method  that  the  Indians  were  capable  of  taking, 
could  never  reduce  it  again  to  pure  copper. 

The  circumftances  mentioned  in  the  papers 
produced  by  the  Company  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  honourable  houfe  of  Commons  in  the 
year  1749,  come  next  to  be  confidered  :  but  as 
thofe  papers  are  minutely  dated  and  examined 
in  the  Appendix,  1  fhall  here  only  make  a 
few  curfory  and  general  remarks,  and  then  con- 
clude with  a  fhort  review  of  the  Company's 
whole  condu(5l. 

In  looking  over  the  lift  of  the  Company's 
papers  and  letters  prefixed  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  I  was  furprized  to  find  that  of  all  the 
letters  written  while  I  was  in  the  country,  one 
only  was  inferted.  Gated  1733.  The  inferting  others, 
I  imagine,  would  have  expofed  fom.e  parts  of  their 
management  tha'  are  not  fit  for  the  public  eye  ; 
the  dread  of  which  it  is  likely  forced  them  to 
plead  hard  againft  producing  either  original  pa- 
pers or  original  entries,  and  to  beg  that  their 
fecreia]  y  might  be  permitted  to  extrafl  and  copy 
fucii  .'.-  they  fhould   fekct  for  that  purpofe. 

Tbsl  addreffing  their  orders  to  the  governor  and 
council  is  a  matter  of  mere  form,  for  the  coun- 
cil i:-  feldom  confulted  ;  being  named  chiefly  for 
the  Ickc  of  difiinguifhing  thofe  who  belong  to 
the  governor's  mefs.  The  governor  is  abfolute, 
and  not-  to  be  diverted  from  following  the  dic- 
tates or  his  own  will,  for  which  he  has  the  fanc- 
tion  of  ih.e  Company;  1  have  myfelf  heard  the 
furgeon,  v/lio  is  one  of  the  council,  charge  him 
with  not  {landing  by  the  general  letter  and 
orcerj  when  lie  replied,  with  the  utmoft  con- 
tempt. 
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tempt,    "  Do  you  thiak  I  have  no  oiher  orders 
"  but  what  are   there  ?" 

In  one  of  their  letters  to  John  Bridgar, 
dated  May  15th,  1682,  they  order  him  to  make 
a  fettiement  on  the  river  of  Port-Nelfon  \  they 
alfo  addrefs  feveral  letters  to  the  governor  and 
council  at  Port-Nelfon  \  but  the  anfwers  to  thefe 
letters  are  all  dated  from  Tork-fort^  which  is 
ereded  not  upon  Nelfon-river  but  upon  Hayesh, 
The  Company  could  not  be  ignorant  of  its  fitua- 
tion  ;  and  therefore  by  talking  fo  affe6ledly  of 
Port-Nelfon  it  is  probable  they  hoped  to  lead  the 
Committee  into  a  belief,  that  they  had  built  a  fort 
upon  Nelfon-river.  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in 
this,  as,  after  my  return  to  London,  I  found  in 
the  print- (hops  a  newly-publiflied  chart  of  Hayes's 
and  Nelfon-rivers,  with  a  fort  half  way  between 
them,  named  Port-Nelfon  fort-,  and  to  fupport 
this  difpofition,  the  Company,  upon  being  charged 
with  criminal  negligence  in  not  fecuring  the 
pofTefiion  of  fo  fine  a  river  as  Nelfon,  faid  in 
their  vindication,  that  Port-Nelfon  fort  [i.  e. 
York- fort)  defended  f  both  rivers,  which  how- 
ever was  not  in  their  power  to  prove.  About  the 
fame  time  there  was  hanging  up  in  the  Royal-ex- 
change a  paper  annexed  to  a  draught  done  by 
captain  Smith,  in  which  it  was  afTerted,  that  it 
was  faife  that  north-wefl  winds  made  the  higheft 
tides  at  Churchill- river:  this  alfo  was  an  impofi- 
tion ;  for  I  had  kept  a  journal  of  the  winds  and 
tides,  and  knov/  that  to  be  a  fact  which  the  au- 
thor of  the  paper  has  the  confidence  to  deny. 
Thefe  things  would  almoftjuftify  a  fufpicion,  that 
none  of  the  papers  produced  by  the  Company 
are  genuine-,  that  there  is  a  private  intercourfe 
between  them  and   the   Bay-governors  ^    and  that 

f  See  the  Draught  of  Nelfon  and  Hayes's-rivers,  Pl  ate  N®.  I. 
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they  give  plaufible  inftrudiiions  to  amiife  the  pub- 
lic, but  fend  orders  diredly  the  reverfe  to  prevent 
the  execution. 

The  papers  relating  to  Henry  Kelfey,  are 
thoroughly  examined  in  the  Appendix-,  but 
it  is  worfh  obferving  here,  that  by  the  ac- 
count of  this  man,  v/hich  has  been  invariably 
handed  dov/n  and  confidently  believed  among 
the  fervants  in   the  Bay  *,    it  appears   that  either 

Geyer, 

*  Th£  account  I  received  of  Henry  Kelfey  from  the  fei-vants  in 
the  Bay,  is  in  general  this  :  Henry  Kelfey,  a  little  boy,  ufedto  take 
great  delight  in  the  Company  of  the  nanves,  and  in  learning  their 
lar^guage,  for  which,  and  fome  unlucky  tricks  that  boys  of 
fpint  are  always  guilty  of,  the  governor  wo'jld  often  corred 
him  with  great  feverjty.  jtle  refented  tliis  deeply ;  and  when 
he  was  advanced  a  little  in  years  and  lirengch,  he  took  an 
oppoitunity  of  going  off  with  fome  dillant  Indians,  to  whom 
he  had  endeared  himfelf  by  a  long  acquaintance  and  many 
little  ofFiccG  of  kindnefs 

A  YEAR  or  two  after,  the  governor  receive^  by  an  Indian 
a  piece  of  birch-rind  folded  up,  and  written  upon  with  char^ 
coal.  This  was  a  letter  from  Kelfey  j  in  which  he  intreat- 
ed  the  governor  to  pardon  him  for  running  away,  and  to 
fuffer  him  to  rctirn  with  favour  and  encouragement.  Ac- 
cordingly he  came  down  with  a  party  of  Indians,  dreffcd 
after  their  manner,  and  attended  by  a  wife,  who  wanted  tq 
follow  him  into  the  fadlory.  The  governor  oppofed  this; 
but  upon  Kelfey's  telling  him  in  Englilh,  that  he  would  not 
go  in  himfelf  if  his  wife  was  not  fufFeied  to  go  in,  he  knew 
him,  and  let  them  both  enter.  Many  circumftances  of  his 
travels  wet  e  related:  that  the  Indians  once  left  him  aileep  j 
and  while  he  llept,  his  gun  was  burnt  by  the  fire's  fpreading 
in  the  mofs,  v^hich  he  afterwards  flocked  again  with  his 
knife  :  that  he  and  an  Indian  were  one  day  farprized  by 
two  grizzled  bears,  having  but  jufl  time  to  take  fhelter,  the 
Indian  in  a  tree,  and  Kelfey  among  fome  high  willows; 
the  bears  making  directly  to  the  tree,  Kelfey  f  red  and  killed 
one  of  them;  the  other,  obferving  from  whence  the  fire 
came,  ran  towards  the  place;  but  not  finding  his  prey,  return- 
ed to  the  tree,  which  he  had  jull  reached  when  he  dropped 
by  Kelfey's  fecond  fire.  This  a^ion  obtained  him  the  name 
cf  Mifs-top-alliilh,  or  Little   Giant. 

When  Kelfey  was  aftervVards  made  governor  of  York-fort, 
I  vsas  told  that  Jie  wrote  a  vocabulaiy  of  the  Indian  lan- 
g'^^ic,  and  thdtth'j  Company  had  ordered  it  to  be  fupprelled. 
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Geyer,  who  was  governor  in  his  time,  has  grofsly 
impofed  upon  the  Company,  or  the  Company  up- 
on the  public.  Geyer  pretends,  that  he  fent  out 
Kelfey  to  make  difcoveries  •,  and  a  journal  of 
his  is  produced,  dated  July  169 1,  before  he  had 
even  the  common  requifites  of  paper  pens  and 
in'c  to  make  one  5  for  it  is  not  till  the  September 
following,  that  Geyer  fays  he  had  received,  not 
a  journal^  but  a  letter  from  him,  (which  letter 
we  may  fairly  fuppofe  to  be  that  written  with 
char- coal  upon  a  piece  of  birch-rind)  and  in  re- 
turn fent  him  a  new  commijfion  and  a  fupply  of 
thofe  things  he  wrote  for  5  including  among  them, 
no  doubt,  the  necellary  materials  for  writing, 
which  enabled  him  to  keep  the  fame  identical 
journal  of  1691,  under  the  date  of  xh.t  following 
year.  But  referring  the  reader  to  the  Appen- 
dix, I  {hall  only  add,  that,  from  many  circum- 
ftances  mentioned  in  this  journal,  1  no  more  be- 
lieve that  it  is  Kelfey's  than  it  is  mine.  There 
is  one  particular,  that  with  any  man  who  knows 
enough  of  the  appearances  of  the  ground  in. 
Hudfon's-Bay  to  have  made  them  a  rule  to 
travel  by,  muft  be  lufficient  to  difcredit  the 
whole.  It  is  faid,  20th  July.  —  Setting  forward 
again ^  had  not  gone  above  nme  miles,  hut  came  on. 
the  track  of  Indians,  which  had  faffed  four  days 
hefore^  having  feen  their  old  tents.  And  again, 
nth  September  —  Now  fetting  forward^  about 
noon  came-  up  with  the  tracks  and  followed  it^ 
and^  in  the  evening.,  came  to  with  them.  Difiance 
16  miles.  From  hence  the  writer  of  the  journal 
would  have  it  believed,  that  it  is  a  very  eafy 
and  common  thing,  even  in  fum.mer  when  no  help 
can  be  gained  rron^  the  fnow,  to  difcover  the 
track  of  a  particular  {ct  of  people,  at  many  miles 
diftance,  and  after  the  lapfe  of  three  or  four 
days.  In  the  firil  inllance,  the  difficulty  is  at- 
tempted 
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tempted  to  be  folved  by  adding,  having  feen  their 
terns :  but  in  the  other,  the  way  is  left  naked, 
with  not  a  fmgle  token  to  guide  them ;  yet  afier 
travelling  from  morn  till  noon  they  came  by  in- 
flindt  upon  the  tracks  and  followed  it.  Now 
would  any  one  in  his  fenfes  believe  that  man 
who  fhould  fay,  that,  after  {pending  fix  hours  in 
a  long  purfuit,  he  had  found  out  a  particular 
tracks  where  fcarcely  any  track  is  to  be  difcerned  ? 
Admitting  that  the  grafs  was  long,  and  continued 
fo  for  many  miles  together,  which  it  does  not 
here,  would  he  be  able  to  follow  this  track  from 
noon  till  evening.,  unlefs  it  was  much  beaten  ? 
and  if  it  was  much  beaten,  how  fhould  he  know 
that  his  friend  had  lately  pafTed  it  ?  But  Kelfey 
knew  the  Indians  track,  and  that  they  only  had 
made  it ;  computing,  I  fuppofe,  the  number  of 
men,  the  weight  of  their  bodies,  the  fize  of  their 
feet,  and  the  angle  of  each  flep;  tho'  the  ap- 
pearances would  have  been  exadly  the  fame,  and 
his  opinion  the  fame,  if  a  herd  of  deer  or  buffaloes 
had  gone  that  way.  In  winter,  indeed,  when  the 
fnow  lies  thick  upon  the  ground,  fuch  an  affertion 
as  this  might  gain  fome  little  credit;  yet  often 
as  I  have  traverfed  the  ground  in  Hudfon's-bay,  I 
would  not  undertake  to  follow  any  track  but  a 
beaten  one,  as  the  lead  wind  is  able  effedually 
to  difTipate  all  traces  of  the  firfl  foot-fleps. 

The  Company  find  the  profits  arifing  from  that 
inconfiderabie  part  of  the  produce  of  this  country 
Vv^hich  they  have  monopolized,  fo  enormous,  that, 
while  they  are  relblved  to  be  undifburbed  in  the 
poiTeffion,  they  can  have  no  motive  to  increafe 
them,  but  are  rather  induced  to  prevent  this,  as  an 
evil  that  would  endanger  the  lofs  of  the  whole. 

From  hence,  perhaps,  proceeds  that  vigorous 
exertion  of  their  art  and  power  to  keep  all  their 
fervants,  except  the  chief  factors  and  the  captains 

of 
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of  their  fhips,  totally  ignorant  both  of  the  country 
and  trade :  hence  their  treatment  of  the  natives ; 
which  fo  far  from  aiming  at  inftruding  their  minds, 
and  reforming  their  manners,  is  made  up  of  cruelty 
to  their  perfons,  impofitions  upon  their  ignorance  or 
their  neceflity,  and  a  fomentation  of  afpiritofdifcord 
among  them  that  in  time  muildefbroy  them  all:  hence 
alfo  their  averfion  to  all  difcoveries  and  improvements, 
cloaked  under  the  fpecious  pretence,  that  they 
have  already  done  all  that  men  could  do,  for  the 
advantage  of  fo  barren  a  foil,  and  fo  bad  a  climate : 
and  hence  their  (lupid  inattention,  not  only  to  the 
intereft  of  Britain,  but  even  of  their  own  immediate 
fuccefibrs  -,  filently  and  tameiy  fuffering  the  French 
to  make  fuch  incroachments,  as  muft  fpeedily  end 
in  the  total  alienation  of  this  vafl  fource  of  wealth 
and  power. 

The  abfolute  authority  over  all  other  fervants, 
which  is  inveited  in  the  governor,  who  is  indulged 
in  the  mod  malicious  gratification  of  his  own 
private  refentments,  and  diredied  to  exercife  the 
levereft  cruelties  upon  every  man  who  feems 
defirous  to  pry  into  the  Company's  affairs,  to  culti- 
vate a  friendfhip  with  the  natives,  or  to  difcover 
the  country ;  and  the  filent  allowance  alfo  of  his  grofs 
impofitions  upon  the  natives,  particularly  in  that 
iniquitous  fpecies  of  traffic  the  over-plus  trade, 
could  only  take  place  from  the  necefTity  of  trufling 
fomebody,  and  the  dangerous  evidence  '  which 
thefe  men,  when  trufted,  are  capable  of  giving  upon 
any  inquiry  into  the  Company's  management. 
A  bricklayer  at  York-fort,  with  whom  I  was  well 
acquainted,  being  defirous  to  perfed  himfelf  in 
writing,  once  inadvertently  took  down  from  the 
place  where  it  was  fixed,  a  well- written  bill  of 
orders,  in  order  to  copy  it.  This  was  deemed  fo 
heinous  an  offence,  that  the  poor  bricklayer  was 

Im- 
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immediately  fent  home  incapacitated  for  all  future 
employment  in  the  Company's  fervice;  and  the 
captain  who  had  charge  of  him.,  took  care  in  their 
paffage  to  England,  to  get  him  prefTed  on  board  a 
man  of  war. 

The  inftances  of  negled  and  abufe  of  the  natives 
are  fo  grofs,  that  they  would  fcarcely  gain  credit, 
even  among  civilized  barbarians,  who  never  heard 
of  the  mild  precepts  of  Chriftianity.  Befides  the 
fads  already  mentioned,  the  following  one  was  well 
attefted  by  the  fervants  in  the  Bay,  and  was  alfo 
produced  in  evidence  before  the  Committee:  An 
Indian  boy  at  Moofe- factory,  being  taught  to  read 
and  write,  through  the  humanity  and  indulgence  of 
a  governor  there,  v/rote  over  to  the  Company  for 
leave  to  come  to  England,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  baptized;  but  upon  the  receipt  of  this  requeft, 
which  any  men  who  had  the  leaft  fenfe  of  religion, 
.and  the  leaft  regard  for  the  fpiritual  happinefs  of  a 
fellow  creature,  would  with  joy  have  complied 
with ;  an  order  was  fent  to  the  governor  to  take 
the  boy's  books  from  him,  and  turn  him  out  of  the 
fadory,  with  an  exprefs  prohibition  againft  any 
Indians  being  inftrudled  for  the  future.  This  wa,s 
the  fource  of  much  affliction  to  the  poor  boy,  who 
died  foon  after,  with  a  penitence  and  devotion  that 
v/ould  have  done  honour  to  his  m.afters.  But  from 
whence  can  fuch  prepofterous  and  unnatural  behaviour 
take  its  rife,  unlefs  from  the  apprehenfion,  that  if 
the  natives  were  properly  inftruded  and  made  con- 
verts to  Chriftianity,  they  would  all  claim  the 
privileges  of  Britifn  fubjeds,  and  apply  to  Britain 
to  be  fupported  in  them  ?  The  Company,  therefore, 
to  prevent  their  fuffering  a  remote  evil  as  traders, 
have  violated  their  indifpenfible  duty  as  men  and 
Chriftians  •,  have  even  facrificed  their  own  fervants  to 
their  fear,  and  left  the  natives  ftiould  beinftruded  and 
reformed,  have  hitherto  negleded  the  fending  over  a 

clergy- man 
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clergy-man  to  keep  up  a  fenfe  of  religion  at  any  of  their 
fadories.  Why  are  the  Efkimaux  fufFered  to  be 
driven  from  their  native  refidence,  and  the  fhore  of 
the  Bay  to  be  left  defolate,  but  for  the  fake  of  dif- 
couraging  all  attempts  to  eftablifh  a  fifhery  ?  Or 
why  are  animofities  and  divifions  cherifhed  among 
the  upland  Indians,  but  to  keep  the  fur-trade  with- 
in a  certain  value,  that  none  may  be  tempted  to 
engage  in  it  to  the  Company's  difadvantage  ?  They 
laave  made  it  plain  from  their  own  account  of 
Kelfey,  that  an  Englifhman  can  travel  the  country 
as  well  as  a  Frenchman;  and  that  an  Englifhman 
has  it  in  his  power  to  reconcile  the  differences 
among  the  natives,  and  engage  them  in  a  mutual 
endeavour,  to  encreafe  the  number  of  pelts  and  furs 
for  the  fupply  of  the  fadories.  And  there  can  be 
no  '  plaufible  objection  to  the  taking  the  fame 
meafures  now,  except  the  diflance  of  the  fadories, 
and  the  interruptions  from  the  French:  but  the  firft 
may  be  removed  by  making  a  fettlement  at  the  head 
of  Nelfon- river,  and  other  rivers  fit  for  the  purpcfe; 
and  the  fecond,  by  dealing  with  the  natives  only 
upon  the  the  fame  equitable  terms,  that  the  French 
deal  with  them.  The  Company  have  advantages  of 
traffic  fuperior  to  the  French,  being  able  to  fuppiy 
the  natives  v/ith  many  heavy  goods,  which  the 
French,  on  account  of  their  diflance  and  the  want 
of  a  water-carriage,  cannot  fupply  them  with;  the 
fame  generous  and  friendly  behaviour  towards  them, 
therefore,  which  the  French  fliew,  muft  give  the 
Company  a  fuperiority  of  advantage  upon  the 
whole. 

Through  this  abufe,  and  neglec!^:  of  the  natives, 
the  fcurce  of  all  important  and  ufeful  difcoveries  is 
effeftually  flopped.  But  the  Company  proceeding 
upon  the  fame  felfifh  principle,  have  conllantly  dif- 
couraged  all  difcoveries  and  improvements ;  haveufed 
their  fervants  ill  for  fhewing  the  leafldiflant  inclination 
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to  become  acquainted  With  the  country  and  the  people; 
and  have  looked  with  an  evil  eye  upon  every  defign 
formed  in  Britain  for  this  purpofe,  and  exerted 
their  utmoft  efforts  to  defeat  it.  Is  it  not  afloni- 
fliing  and  paft  credit,  that  tho'  they  had  a  fa6lory 
before  the  year  1688  within  fix  miiles  of  the  mouth 
of  Nelfon-river,  which  is  the  finefl  river  in  the 
country  for  trade,  and  have  been  in  conftaht 
poflefTion  ever  fince  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  they  had 
not  in  the  year  1744  difcovered  whether  a  fhip 
could  go  in  and  out  with  fafety.  As  it  is  the 
cuftom  in  the  Bay  to  reprefent  every  thing  in  the 
word  light,  it  was  conndently  afferted,  that  there 
was  no  fafe  entrance,  till  captain  Fowler  and  I 
made  the  attempt  in  1 745,  and  found  a  very  fine 
one.  It  is  not  thirty  years  ago  that  a  fhip  was  loft 
off  Hayes's -river,  for  want  of  knowing  that  there 
was  a  good  harbour  and  fafe  entrance  at  Nelfon; 
yet,  neceffary  as  this  difcovery  was,  if  captain 
Fowler  had  not  been  in  the  country,  1  queftion 
whether  I  fhould  have  had  intereft  enough  with  the 
governor  to  borrow  a  boat,  and  obtain  leave 
to  m?ke  it.  It  was  alfo  confidently  alferted,  that 
there  was  no  timber  upon  Nelfon-river;  but  when  I 
went  up  and  viewed  the  banks  and  creeks,  I  found 
timber  in  great  quantites,  and  very  good.  • 

Among  the  many  obftru6lions  that  they  pretend 
lie  in  the  way  of  ail  attem.pts  of  this  kind,  they 
never  fail  to  urge  the  feverity  of  the  clim.ate,  and 
the  danger  that  life  itfelf  is  expofed  to  from  it  at 
certain  feafons.  But  in  the  coldeft  part  of  winter, 
I  have  lain  many  a  night  in  the  open  air,  with  only 
a  fence  to  the  windward  made  with  branches  of 
trees,  and  a  fire  upon  the  ground;  and  fometimes 
by  the  veering  of  the  wind,  both  fence  and  fire 
have  been  rendered  totally  ufelefs:  and  yet  I  can 
honeftly  fay,  that  I  was  never  ill  half  an  hour  all 
the  time  I  (laid  in  the  country.     If  it  be  faid,  that 
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refolution  only  Is  wanting  in  the  people  at  the  Bay, 
let  them  be  fhamed  out  of  fo  much  effeminacy  by 
a  neighbouring  example  :  the  Danes  have  been  in- 
defatigable in  fettling  the  country  in  Davys's  flraits, 
which  though  it  lies  in  a  much  higher  latitude  than 
the  moft  notherly  part  of  Hudfon's-bay,  they  think 
well  worth  pofieiTing  and  improving.  But  of  how 
much  greater  value  would  they  efteem  the  poflefTion 
of  the  country  which  we  abandon  through  weaknefs, 
or  fomething  worfe. 

This  plea,  however,  of  feverity  of  climate,  the 
Company  would  be  deprived  of,  if  they  were 
obliged  to  account  for  their  not  fettling  Moofe  and 
Albany  rivers,  and  others  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
Bay  •,  for  they  cannot  pretend  that  the  chmate  here, 
which  is  but  in  51  :  28.  is  not  very  habitable;  or 
that  the  land  is  not  fertile  enough  to  yield  to 
the  induftrious  a  comfortable  fubfiftence.  In  this 
inftance,  they  muft  be  reduced  to  acknowlege,  at 
leaft  every  intelligent  man  will  be  ready  to  do  it  for 
them,  that  a  private  company  has  no  motive  to 
make  fettlements,  fince  an  exclulive  trade  and 
monopoly  with  no  more  fettlements  than  are  barely 
neceffary,  muft  be  infinitely  more  profitable  to  the 
poffeffors,  than  fettling  the  whole  country,  and  enjoy- 
ing the  produce  in  common  with  people  who 
would  claim  the  privileges  of  Britifh  fubjedls. 

The  Company  not  only  fit  down  contented  at 
the  edge  of  a  frozen  fea,  when  they  have  it  in  their 
power  to  fettle  in  a  warm  climate  and  fertile  country, 
but  fuffer  the  French  to  come  behind  them,  and 
carry  off  the  beft  of  the  trade :  yet  with  a 
fourth  part  of  the  trouble  and  expence  that  the 
French  are  at  in  making  thefe  encroachments,  it 
is  in  the  power  of  the  Company,  from  the  many 
fine  rivers  of  which  they  have  the  abfoiute  pof- 
lleffion,  to  ftop  their  progrefs  and  recover  to 
Britain  all    that   is  loft  of  the  trade  and  country. 

But 
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But  thefe  rivers,  for  eighty  years  paft,  have  on'y 
been  made  life  of,  for  catching  a  few  fifh  for  oc- 
caiional  fubfiftence,  floating  down  timber  for  fire- 
wood, and  bringing  a  few  Indians  once  a  year 
with  thofe  furs  that  are  too  heavy  or  too  bad  to 
be  carried  to  Canada,  and  fome  inteUigence  of  the 
dangerous  expeditions  of  the  French.  It  is 
univerfally  believed  at  the  *  Bay,  and  I  myfelf 
beheve  it,  as  much  as  I  do  that  there  is  a  King 
of  France,  that  the  French  will  foon  be  in  pof- 
feiiion  of.  our  rivers,  and  claim  the  whole  coun- 
try and  tra-rle  as  their  property :  and  then,  furely, 
it  will  appear,  how  very  confcientioufly  the  Com- 
pany have  made  iife  of  a  royal  grant  to  anfwer 
the  valuable  ends  for  which  it  was   granted. 

How  dangerous  is  fecurity  when  built  upon 
the  condud  of  felfifh  men  I  The  ad  for  confirming 
the  Company's  charter  expired  above  fifty  years 
ago -f  ;  they  have   not  had   the  affurance  to  apply 

for 

*  On  the  28th  of  this  laft  February,  1752,  one  Dominic  Man- 
•iiers,  a. German,  who  came  from  Hudfon's-bay  with  the  lail 
ihips,  informed  me,  that  the  French  had  got  to  fuch  a  head,  that 
they  were  coming  down  to  attack  Prince  of  Wales's-fort, 
and  were  a6lua-lly  within  a  few  days  journey  of  it,  when  the 
Indians  periuaded  them  to  return  by  the  account  they  gave 
of  the  llrength  of  the  place.  This,  he  faid,  was  confidently 
believed  at    all  the    forts. 

J.  It  being  alleged  in  the  Committee,  that  the  Company's 
charter  was  confrmed  by  aft  of  parliam.ent,  the  l,ords  and 
Commons  journals  were  inlpefted;  m  which  it  appeared, 
that  in  1 690  the  Con:pariy,  lenfible  that  they  had  no  legal 
title  to  tlicir.  nionopoly,  petitioned  the  Commons  for  a  bill  to 
corfrm  their  charter,  upon  account  ot  the  great  lofTes  they 
had  fiijilaned  from  the  t^rench,  and  their  having  no  right  to 
reftrain  FngliOi  interlopers.  •  Accodingly  a  bill  for  a  per- 
petual confirmation  wa.T  brought  mo  the  houfe  i  but  upon  a 
pctit-cn  ao-ainft  the  bill  from  the  furriers,  and  afterwards 
from  the  northern  coionios  of  America,  iom.e  of  which  came 
too  late  to  h>:  iieard,  at  the  third  reading  a  rider  was  pro- 
poicii  to  make  ic  temporary;  ar.d  upon  a  divifion,  whether 
tor  icven  ox  ten  years,  ic  was  carriea  ior   the  latter  ;  but  the 
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for  a  renev/al,  and  yet  have  been  mean  enough  to 
keep  the  abfclute  pofiefiion  of  what  they  knew 
was  becorriC  the  property  of  the  nation.  This 
could  only  be  done  by  little  artifices  unworthy 
the  charader  of  men  ;  and  accordingly,  the  trade 
has  been  contraclcd,  the  country  not  only  unfet- 
tled  and  concealed,  but  induftriouily  viliiied, 
and  charts  have  been  prohibited  left  the  navigation 
iliould  be  found  faie  and  eafy.  In  the  mean  time 
the  French  are  quietly  permitted  to  extend  their 
trade  and  fa6lories  within  land  to  fuch  a  length, 
as  mufc  end  in  the  total  alienation  of  this  country, 
if  the  LegiQature  does  not  quickly  interpofe  to 
fave  it. 

Upon  the  whole:  The  countries  furrounding 
Hudfon*s-bay  and  ilraits  have  a  fea-coad  of  a- 
bove  two  thoufand  miles  extent,  from  52  deg.  30, 
to  more  than  6f^  deg.  north  latitude  •,  great  part 
of  v/hich  is  in  the  fame  latitude  as  Britain.  Upon 
this  fea-coaft  are  many  broad  and  deep  rivers, 
theTources  of  whxh  are  at  feveral  hundred  miles 
diflance  fouth,  ibutheail^  and  fouth-v/ell  of  the 
Bay.  Some  of  thefe  rivers  are  navigable  as  far 
to  the  fouth  ward  as  45  deg.  thro'  m.any  fpacious 
lakes  encompafied  by  populous  nations.  The 
country  abounds  with  beaver,  martins,  foxes,  and 
other  animals,  whofe  furs  are  of  great  price  ;  and 
with  elks,  and  moofe,  and  innumerable  herds  of 
deer  and  buffaloes  :  the  foil  is  fertile  and  the  cli- 
mate   temperate,  fit  for  the  produce  of  all  kinds 

Lords  rernrning  it  amended,  bv  inferting  fevcn  years  inuead 
of  ten,  the  Commons  agreed  to  the  anVendment  and  pafled 
the  bill.  The  Commons,  however,  to  prevent  their  beinrr 
{arpn?:cd  into  fuch  an  ail  for  the  future,  came  to  aiefolution, 
which  was  made  a  ftanding  order  of  the  Koufe,  that  no  pe- 
tition fliould  be  received  for  confirming  any  charter,  ivclci's 
tiii"  charter  iticlf  v,"us   annexed  to  tlie  petition. 
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of  grain,  and  for  raifing  flocks  of  tame  cattle: 
and  the  coaft  abounds  with  black  and  white 
whales,  feals,  fea-hories,  and  various  kinds  of 
fmail  fiili :  there  are  aUb  many  vakiable  mines 
and  minerals,  and  a  vaft  track  of  land  to  the  fouth- 
wefl  ilill  to  be  difcovered  and  improved. 

The  trade  of  thefe  extenfive  countries,  equal 
ahiiofl:  to  a  fourth  part  of  Europe^  is  monopolized 
by  the  Hud'on's-bay  Company  under  the  pre- 
tended  fandlion  of  a  charter,  and  confined  to  a 
fmali  capital  and  an  annual  export  of  lefs  than  live 
thoufand  pounds.  The  Company  have  only  four 
fmall  fad:ories  and  two  fmall  houfes,  in  which  they 
do  not  employ  one  hundred  and  fifty  Europeans  ^ 
and  but  three  or  four  vefTels,  under  two  hun- 
dred tons  burden  each.  The  fadtories  are 
ficuated  at  the  mouths  of  rivers  upon  a  frozen 
fea  ;  v/hiifl  the  inland  countries,  which  are  plea- 
fant,  fruitful,  and  taPiperate,  are  fuffered  to  lie 
a  ufclefs  and  unprofitable  wafte.  The  trade  con- 
fifis  only  of  thofe  furs  which  the  natives  bring 
down  in  their  birch- canoes,  fcarce  large  enough 
to  contain  two  men  with  an  inconfiderable  carso: 
and  as  this  abufed  people  receive  little  or  nothing 
in  exchange  for  their  furs  on  account  of  the  ex- 
travagant ftandard  by  which  Britifh  goods  are 
rated,  they  bring  down  no  more  than  will  pur- 
ehafe  them  common  neceifaries,  and  now  and  then 
a  few  trifling  toys  ;  being  eidier  reftrained  from 
taking  many  furs,  or  induced  to  leave  them  to 
rot  at  honie,  from  the  w^ant  of  a  fure  and  ad- 
vantageous market. 

During  the  long  time  in  which  the  Company 
liave  been  in  poileirion,  they  have  not  once  at- 
tempted to  civilize  the  m.anners  or  inform  the  un- 
derllandings  of  the  natives ;  neither  inftru&d 
them  in  the  great  principles  and  duties  of  piety, 
i^or  in    the    common    arts  of  fecuiar  life,    how  to 
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navigate  the  rivers  and  lakes  v/lth  better  vefTelsj 
how  CO  improve  their  hunting  and  filhing,  how 
to  raife  and  propagate  tame  cattle,  or  draw 
fleds  in  winter  as  is  pradlifed  in  RuiTia.  Nor  have 
they  ever  encouraged  their  own  fervants  to  navigate 
the  rivers,  and  carry  up  goods  for  the  fupply  of 
the  natives  at  home  5  nor  allowed  any  Britilli 
fubjeds  to  fettle,  plant,  and  trade  here,  as  is  ufual 
in  other  proprietary  colonies.  On  the  contrary, 
fo  very  infenfible  are  the  Company  to  the  wel- 
fare of  Britain,  that  they  not  only  connive  at  the 
trade  which  the  French  are  carrying  on  about 
the  Bay,  but  ufe  every  artifice  to  prevent  the 
knowledge  of  the  fa6l.  Indeed  the  French  fup- 
port  this  trade  at  great  labour  and  expence ;  yet, 
on  account  of  the  exorbitant  price  which  the 
Company  fix  upon  their  goods,  they  are  able  to 
underfeli  them,  and,  in  confequence,  to  carry  off 
the  choiceil  and  moft  valuable  furs.  And  hav- 
ing thus  an  undifturbed  and  improving  poiTef- 
fion,  they  will  foon  claim  a  right  to  the  whole 
country  and  its  produdions,  as  they  have  already 
done  at  Fenobfcot,  St.  Croix,  and  Chignedo. 

Are  thefe  countries  and  feas  then  perpetually 
to  be  locked  up  from  Britain  by  a  charter  v/hich 
is  no  longer  fupported  by  a6l  of  parliament  ?  Is 
this  vaft  continent,  the  due  improvement  of 
which  would  bring  immenfe  wealth  to  the  nation, 
to  lie  uncultivated  and  unknown ;  or  to  be  dif- 
covered,  fettled,  and  improved,  only  by  the 
French  ?  This,  indeed,  feems  to  be  the  alterna- 
tive chofen  by  the  Com.pany,  who  either  will 
keep  to  themfelves  an  inconfiderable  part,  or 
fuffer  the  French  to  be  in  poiTeiTioa  of  the 
whole.  But  as  an  extended  commerce  and  a  for- 
midable marine,  are  now  the  great  points  aimed 
at  by  all  the  kingdoms  and  ftates  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bntainj  it  is  more  than  ever  become 
G  2  her 
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her  v/lfdom  and  her  duty,  not  only  to  fecure  tire 
poffefTions  fhe  already  has,  but  to  lay  hold  of  every 
opportuniiy  to  multiply  and  enlarge  them.  This 
and  this  alone,  v/ill  enable  her  to  maintain  the 
balance  of  Europe,  and  to  prelerve  herieif  from 
becoming  one  day  a  tributary  dependent  upon 
fome   more  active  and  vigilant  power. 

If  what  I  have  iuggeiled  in  thefe  fheets  proves  in 
the  lead  degree  inllru mental  towards  fecuring  the 
poiTelTion,  and  bringing  on  the  univerlal  fettlement 
and  culture  of  the  countries  about  Hudfon's-bay, 
it  will  gratify  my  highell  expe61:ations.  With  this 
view  alone  I  have  laid  thefe  iadts  and  obfervations 
before  the  public,  hoping  that  the  eyes  of  my 
country  will  be  opened,  before  fo  large  a  propor- 
tion o.t  her  beft  interclls  as  a  trading  nation  are 
for  ever   buried  from  her  fiizht. 
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Containing  a  JJjort  Account  of  the  Difcovery  of 
Hudfon's-Bay,  and  of  the  Britifh  Proceedings 
there  fmce  the  Grant  of  the  Hudfpji's-Bay 
Charter^  6cc. 


JOHN  and  Sebaflian  Cabot  failed  from  Bri- 
ftol,  and  difcovered  Newfoundland,  or  Prima 
Vifta,  in  14.94;  and  Sebaftian  failed  again, 
at  the  expence  of  King  Henry  VII,  in  May 
1497,  ^^  quefl  of  a  north-weft  pafTage  to  India. 
He  proceeded  as  far  north  as  67  deg.  30  min. 
feurned  to  c^G  deg.  and  failed  along  the  coaft  from 
thence  to  38  deg.  being  the  firft  who  difcovered 
the  continent  of  America  \  Columbus  at  that  time 
having  only  difcovered  the  Weft-India  iflands. 

Captain  Davys  in  the  years  1585,  158^, 
and  1587,  difcovered  the  ftrait  which  is  called 
after  him,  as  far  as  73  deg.  north;  and  the  coaft 
from  thence  along  the  entrance  of  Hudfon's-ftrait, 
which  made  way  for  Hudfon's  difcovery  ;  and 
from  thence  the  coaft  to  55  deg.  meeting  with  a 
fine  harbour  and  inlet  in  ^6  deg.  two  leagues 
wide,  with  a  ftrong  tide,  where  he  expeded  a 
pafTage,  ar  d  where  he  alfo  faw  and  caught  a  great 
number  of  fine  filh. 

a  %  Hudson 
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Hudson  failed  in  April  1610,  and  difcovered 
all  the  itrait,  and  the  eaft  and  fouth  coail  of  the 
Bay  called  after  him,  and  v/intered  there  :  but  upon 
his  return  he  was  fet  adrift  by  his  men,  and  never 
heard  of  afterwards.  Sir  Thomas  Button  failed  in 
161 2,  wintering  in  a  river  in  57  deg.  20  min. 
which  he  named  Nelfon-river,  after  his  m^ailer 
who  died  there  :  he  difcovered  all  the  weil-fide  of 
that,  and  Button's-Bay,  from  Nelfon-river  to  Ne 
Ultra  in  6^  deg.  and  Gary's  Swan's-nefl.  Bylot 
and  Baffine,  who  had  been  in  both  tiie  former 
voyages,  in  1615  difcovered  the  north- weft 
part  of  the  {traits,  to  Cape-comfort  in  6^  deg. 
and  Baffine  in  161 6  failed  to  the  bay  in  78  deg. 
which  is  called  after  him.  The  captains  James 
and  Fox  failed  in  1631.  James  difcovered  all  the 
fouth-cail,  fouth,  and  fouth- weft  fides  of  the  Bay, 
from  Nelfon-river  fouthward,  and  wintered  in 
Charleton  ifland  -,  and  Fox  difcovered  ail  the  weft 
of  the  Bay,  from  Cape  Henrietta  Maria  in  c;^  deg. 
to  the  Welcome  in  64  deg.  30  min.  and  the  eaft 
of  Cary's  Swan's  neft,  beyond  Cape  Comfort,  to 
lord  Wefton's  Portland  in  66  deg.  47  min.  where 
the  coaft  rounded  away  to  the  fouth-eaft,  ending 
in  a  bay.  So  that  the  whole  Strait,  Bay,  and 
Labrador  coaft,  were  difcovered  by  the  Englifti, 
without  any  competitors,  except  Munck,  whq 
was  fent  by  the  King  of  Denmark  in  1619,  when 
lie  wintered  in  Churchill,  or  Seal-river ;  but  I  ra- 
ther think  in  Churchiil-river,  a  brafs  gun  being 
taken  up  there  fome  years  after  Hudfon  and  But- 
ton had  difcovered  the  Strait  and  Bay. 

No  farther  difcovery  was  made  by  fca,  of  which 
there  is  any  journal  or  record,  except  De  Fonte's 
account  of  the  Bofton  ftiip  ynder  Shapley  in  1 640 ; 
till  captain  Giilam's,  wl|o  failed  with  RattiiTon  and 
De  Groifeleiz,  in  j668.  Thefe  Frenchmen,  being 
in  Canada,  in  the  country  of  the  Outaouas,  near  the 
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ufper  lakevand  hearing  of  Hudfoi'i's-Bay,  formed 
a  fcheme  to  poiTefs  it :  but  meeting  with  no  en- 
couragement in  Canada,  where  a  company  was 
formed,  who  had  got  a  monopoly  of  the  fur- 
trade  ;  and  having  no  tund  of  their  own  to  carry  on 
the  projed,  they  went  to  Boflon,  and  from  thence 
to  London,  where  they  were  hftened  to  with  plea- 
lure,  and  feveral  perfons  of  rank,  and  wealth, 
joined  in  fitting  out  the  Nonfuch  ketch,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Zechariah  Gillam,  who  lived 
in  New-England,  and  probably  had  failed  north- 
wards from  thence,  and  was  acquainted  with  thofe 
northern  feas  ;  and  RattifTon  and  De  Groifeleiz 
accompanied  him. 

By  Gillam/s  journal,  he  failed  from  Gravefend 
the  3d  of  June  1668;  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  he 
faw  Refolution  ifle,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Strait ; 
by  the  19th  he  got  to  Diggs's  ifle,  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Bay,  without  mentioning  any  difficulty 
from  the  ice  ;  on  the  3 1  ft  anchored  at  an  ifland 
in  the  Bay,  near  the  eaft-main,  in  57  deg.  49 
min. ;  on  the  4th  of  September  got  in  v/ith  the 
eaft-main,  in  55  deg.  30  min.  and  by  the  25th, 
to  a  bay  near  51  deg,  20  min,  and  by  the  29th  to 
a  river  then  called  Nemifco,  as  running  from  Ne- 
mifco-lake,  but  called  by  them  Rupert's  river, 
where  they  wintered  ^  it  had  eight  foot  water  on 
the  bar,  and  two  fathom  and  a  half  within,  and 
was  about  a  mile  broad  ;  they  were  frozen  up  the 
9th  of  December,  and  the  cold  was  almoft  over 
in  April  ;  in  June  it  was  very  hot,  v/hen  they 
prepared  to  fail  for  England. 

I  HAVE  been  the  more  particular  in  abridging 
this  journal,  becaufe  it  has  been  faid  in  fome 
printed  accounts  of  the  Hudfon's-Bay  affairs,  that 
after  entering  and  failing  thro'  the  Straits,  he  had 
failed  up  to  78  deg.  in  Baffine's-bay,  and  then  re- 
turned and  wintered  in  Rupert's-river  j  w^hich  is  a 
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falfe  ftate  of  the  h£t.  But  from  thefe  falfe  ac^ 
counts,  feveral  charts,  fince  publifhed,  have  traced 
an  opening  north  of  Nottingham  and  Salifbury 
ifles,  and  eaft  of  Gary's  Swan's-neft,  into  Baffine's- 
bay  •,  and  captain  Middleton  adopts  this,  having 
inferted  it  in  his  new  chart,  as  an  undifcovered 
fhrait,  to  fupport  his  frozen  flrait  ;  which  has 
no  other  foundation  but  tliofe  falfe  accounts 
given  of  Gillam's  voyage. 

The  adventurers,  upon"  their  return  in  1669, 
with  prince  Rupert  and  feveral  other  great  men; 
at  their  head,  appHed  and  obtained  an  unlimited  ^ 
charter  for  ever,  of  all  the  land  around  and  beyond' 
the  Bay,  which  was  to  be  called  Rupert's  land  ;■ 
together  with  an  exclufive  trade,  in  order  to  make 
fettlements,  as  in  other  American  colonies  ;  and 
to  extend  the  Britifh  trade,  and  find  out  a  pafTage 
to  the  weflern  ocean  ;  which  charter  bears  date  the 
2d  of  May  1670 ;  and  Charles  Bayly,  Efq;  was' 
fent  over  governor  that  year,  in  order  to  begin  a 
fettlement,  and  fix  a  fa<5lory,  which  accordingly' 
was  fixed  at  Rupert's-river  in  51  deg.  20  min. 
where  RattifTon,  De  Groifeleiz  and  Gillam,  who 
went  with  Bayly,  wintered  before.  A  little  to  the 
northward  is  a  river  called  Petre-river,  and  to  the 
fouthward  another  called  Frenchman's-river,  and 
more  to  the  fouthward  a  third  and  large  river, 
called  Nodway-river,  which  was  five  miles  over 
to  the  falls.  In  1674,  after  confultation,  the/ 
propofed  removing  to  Monfebi,  or  Moofe  river, 
in  51  deg.  28  min.  where,  as  it  was  farther  from 
Canada,  they  expefted  a  better  trade  -,  accord- 
ingly the  governor  failed  to  difcover  it,  and  from 
thence  failed  to  Schatav/am,  afterwards  called  Al- 
bany river,  in  52  deg.  and  from  thence  alfo  by 
Viner's  ifland  to  Cape  Henrietta  Maria,  in  ^^  deg. 
going  aihore  at  the  river  Equam,  in  about  ^^j 
deg.     In  1673,  ajefuit,  a  native  of  Englaiid,   was 
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feiit  from  Canada  ovet  land  to  difcover  tke  coun- 
try, and  our  fituation,  under  pretence  of  friend- 
Ihip  ;  bringing  with  him  fome  letters  to  captain 
De  Groifeleiz  from  his  friends  there,  which 
gave  the  governor  a  fufpicion  of  his  eorrefponding 
with  the  French,  to  our  prejudice. 

By  the  printed  account  of  the  proceedings  in 
the  Bay,  William  Lyddal  arrived  from  England^ 
as  governor  the  17  th  of  September  1674,  in  the 
Prince  Rupert,  accompanied  by  the  Shaftfbury 
captain  Shepherd.  But  by  the  papers  produced 
by  the  Company,  before  the  Committee  of  the 
honourable  houfe  of  commons  in  1 749,  it  appears^ 
that  Bayly  v/as  governor  in  1676,  at  which  time 
they  wrote  to  him  to  fend  up  men  into  the  coun- 
try to  make  difcoveries  ;  and  by  a  letter  from 
him  to  the  Company  in  1678,  he  was  then  alfo  a 
governor ;  but  whether  he  was  appointed  at  Moofe 
or  Albany,  when  Lyddal  was  governor  at  Rupert's- 
river,  doth  not  appear,  as  no  place  is  mentioned 
in  the  letters.  Lyddal  was  afterwards  fucceeded 
by  Nixon  ;  in  whofe  time  they  thought  of  moving 
to  Albany-river,  and  made  Charleton  illand  the 
irendezvous  of  their  fhips,  and  a  kind  of  ftorehoufe 
for  their  goods.  Some  time  after  the  Company 
difmifled  RattifTon  and  De  Groifeleiz  from  their 
fervice,  upon  which  they  returned  to  the  French  in 
Canada,  , 

Monsieur  De  la  Poteirie^  in  his  hiflory  of  New 
France,  fays 3  that  Jean  Bourdon,  who  was  out  in 
the  year  1656,  was  the  firft  Frenchman  who  was 
in  Hudfbn's-Bay,  having  failed  round  from  Cana- 
da, in  a  bark  of  30  tons,  by  the  Labrador-coall^ 
and  Hudfon's  Straits,  7  or  800  leagues  •,  altho* 
it  was  only  130  leagues  by  land  from  Quebec: 
that  he  then  made  an  alliance  with  the  natives^ 
and  they  hearing  of  a  ftrange  nation  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood, fent  to  Quebec  in  1661,  to  begin  a 
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trade,  and  to  defire  a  miflionary  might  be  fent  to 
them  •,  and  accordingly  one  was  ordered,  but  the 
Indians,  upon  their  return,  repenting  of  what  they 
had  done,  refufed  to  conduct  them,  fo  they  went 
back  to  Canada  :  yet  he  fays  they  fent  again  m 
1663,  and  prayed  the  governor  to  fend  them  fome 
French,  and  he  fent  one  Couture,  who  proceeded 
to  the  Bay,  and  ere6ted  a  crofs  upon  an  eminence, 
and  fet  up  the  French  djcmz  engraven  in  copper, 
taking  poffeffion  of  thefe  countries  for  the  king  of 
France.  This  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  claim 
the  French  pretend  to  have  to  the  Bay,  which  had 
fo  long  and  fo  often  before  been  difcovered,  2nd 
poflefled  for  whole  winters  together  by  the  iiibjedis 
of  Britain  -,  and  hence  Rattifibn  and  De  Groifeleiz 
thought  of  going  to  England  to  take  polTef- 
fion  of  the  Bay  for  the  Englifh  :  but  when  thefe 
men  were  difmiffed  the  Company's  fervice,  he 
fays  they  repented  of  having  engaged  in  it,  and 
obtained  their  pardon  in  France ;  and  upon  their 
return  to  Canada,  they  prevailed  with  the  French 
Company  there  to  join  them,  and  to  fit  out  a 
bark  to  take  pofielTion  of  Nelfon- river,  which  the 
Engliih  Company  had  not  at  that  time  fettled. 

Whilst  De  Groifeleiz  and  RattifTon  were  fail- 
ing round  in  their  bark  in  1682,  the  Englifh' 
Company  at  the  fame  time  refolved  to  polTefo 
Nelfon-river,  and  appointed  John  Bridgar  gover- 
nor, who  was  -to  fix  a  faftory  there  by  the  advice 
of  captain  Gillam ;  v/hich  letter,  as  given  in  ta 
the  Committee,  was  dated  the  15th  of  May  1682. 
But  before  either  of  them^  got  there,  Benjamin 
Gillam,  fon  to  captain  Gillam,  had  from  New- 
England  made  a  lodgment  there  ;  but  was  not 
left  by  the  fhip  above  fourteen  days,  before 
Rattifibn  and  De  Groifeleiz  arrived.  The  Englifh 
had  fixed  at  the  mouth  of  Nelfon-river  ;  and  the 
French  had  entered  St.  Therefa,  or  Hayes's-river, 
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the  other  branch  of  Nelfon,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  ifland  -,  and  ten  days  after  Bridgar  arrived, 
but  was  ordered  away  by  De  Groifeleiz,  who 
had  got  polleflion  of  the  river  :  however  Bridgar 
Hayed,  and  made  a  fettlement  on  the  Nelfon 
branch,  feven  leagues  from  the  entrance  of  the  ri- 
ver. The  French  and  he  continued  good  friends 
till  February,  when  the  French  furprized  them, 
and  put  the  men  on  board  a  rotten  fhip,  and  fent 
them  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  Bay  •,  but  carried 
Bridgar  and  Gillam  prifoners  to  Canada  •,  leaving 
De  Groifeleiz's  fon,  Chouart,  and  five  men,  to 
keep  polTeflion  of  Fort  Bourbon,  This  is  the  ac- 
count given  by  the  Engliih  :  but  there  are  two 
more  accounts  given  by  the  French,  different 
from  each  other,  and  from  this  ;  one  by  monfieur 
Jeremie,  who  afterwards  was  governor  of  Fort 
Bourbon  -,  and  the  other  by  De  la  Poterie  ;  both 
which  I  Ihall  give  in  their  own  words. 

Monsieur  Jeremie  fays,  that  De  Groifeleiz 
hearing  of  Hudfon's-Bay  from  the  Outaouas,  up- 
on his  return  to  Canada,  engaged  fome  merchants, 
and  fitted  out  a  bark,  and  failed  to  St.  Therefa, 
or  Hayes's-river  where  he  wintered.  During  the 
winter  fome  of  his  people  hunting  upon  the  ice, 
found  that  there  were  fome  Europeans  at  the  en- 
trance of  Nelfon-river,  and  informing  the  governor, 
he  went  and  found  fix  Englifhmen  almoll  ftarved 
with  hunger,  who  fubmitted  to  him,  telling  him 
they  were  left  by  a  Bolloh  Ihip,  which  had  been 
forced  to  fea.  After  this  fome  favages  told  him, 
that  there  were  other  Englifhmen  fixed  feven 
leagues  up  Nelfon-river,  upon  which  he  went  one 
feafting  night,  when  they  had  been  drinking  freely, 
and  furprized  and  took  eighty,  tho'  he  had  but 
fourteen  with  him.  The  following  year  he  left  his 
fon  Chouart,  with  five  men,  to  keep  the  fort, 
and  returned  to  Canada :  but  being  difgufted  at  his 
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employers,  %vho  had  charged  him  with  concealing 
part  of  his  cargo,  he  fent  his  brother-in-law.  Rat- 
tiflbn,  into  France  to  coihplain  ;  but  his  remon- 
IVances  not  being  regarded,,  he  reconciled  himfelf 
to  the  Englifh,  and  went  to  England,  from 
whence  he  returned  to  the  Bay,  to  relieve  his 
nephew,  and  give  up  the  pofleffion. 

Monsieur  De  la  Poterie  faysj  that  De  Groife- 
leiz  and  Rattifibn  having  formed:  a  fcheme  to 
pofTefs  Hudfon's-Bay,  went  to  Boilon,  and  from 
thence  to  London-,  and  afterwards^  by.tl^e  aid  of 
the  Englifh  Company,  eredled  factories  on  Ru- 
pert's, Moofe,  and  Albany  rivers.  By  the  time  that 
this  was  known  in  France,  and  Mr.  Colbert  was 
fent  to  Defcheneau,  intendant  of  Canada,  in  May 
1678,  to  conteft  the  pofTefTion  with  the  Englifli, 
De  Groifeleiz  and  RattilTon  had  repented  of  the 
expedition,  and  having  obtained  their  pardon  from 
the  French  court,  returned  to  Canada,  where  the 
French  formed  a  Company  for  the  Bay,  and  fitted 
out  two  fmall  vefTels  under  their  command,  who 
went  to  St.  Therefa  river,  and  built  a  little  fort :  0, 
velTcl  from  Bofton  came  three  days  after  with  ten 
men,  which  they  received  as  friends,  permitting 
them  to  go  to  Bourbon,  or  Nelfon-river  :  and 
four  days  after  that  a  fhip  arrived  from  London, 
the  crew  of  whom  offering  to  land,  Were  oppofed 
by  the  fort,  and  in  the  contefl,  the  ice  cutting 
the  cables,  the  fhip  was  lofl  with  fourteen  of  the 
men  *,  the  reft  implored  the  fuccour  of  the  fort^ 
which  they  in  pity  granted,  and  gave  them  a  bark 
to  carry  them  to  the  bottom  of  the  Bay.  De 
Groifeleiz  and  RattifTon,  leaving  eight  men  in  the' 
fort,  took  the  interlopers  to  Quebec,  who  were  re- 
leafed  by  the  governor  -,  and  they  being  difgufted 
with  their  affociates  returned  to  France,  when 
lord  Prefton  was  there  embaifador  from  England,; 
who  engaged  RattifTon  to  go  again  to  London,  and 
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give  up  the  fort  his  nephew  Chouart  commanded 
to  the  Englifh  Company,  which  he  accordingly 
did.  At  the  fame  time  the  French  Company  had 
fent  from  Canada  two  little  fhips  under  Montignie, 
who  when  he  came  to  St.  Therefa,  was  furpized 
to  find  it  in  pofTeffion  of  the  Englifh  ;  he  was 
therefore  obliged  to  winter  in  a  little  river  near  it 
called  GargoulTe,  and  return  next  year  with  a 
bad  trade  to  Quebec.  The  Company  having  fuf- 
fered  the  lofs  of  100,000  livres,  petitioned  the 
French  King  to  redrefs  them,  who  on  the  20th  of 
May  1684,  gave  them  St.  Therefa,  or  Hayes's- 
river,  in  property.  Which  of  thefe  three  accounts 
is  genuine,  is  left  to  the  reader  to  determine. 

In  this  period  of  time  the  Englifh  Company 
fent  captain  John  Abraham  with  flores,  who  find- 
ing Bridgar  gone,  flayed  there,  and  was  made 
governor  in  1684.  In  1683  governor  Nixon  was 
recalled,  and  Henry  Sargeant  was  made  governor 
of  Albany  :  they  then  had  a  fadtory  on  Hayes*s- 
ifland,  near  Moofe-river,  and  had  found  a  river 
on  the  eafl  main,  which  they  called  Ifon-glafs- 
river,  where  they  alfo  fixed  a  fadlory,  expelling 
great  riches  from  a  mine  they  had  difcovered,  but 
it  turned  to  no  account.  In  1685  they  had  five 
faftories,  Albany,  Hayes,  Rupert,  Nelfon,  and 
Severn,  and  were  in  a  flourifhing  condition  -,  but 
in  1686,  the  chevalier  De  Troyes  in  time  of  peace, 
went  from  Canada  by  land,  and  took  Rupert's, 
Hayes's,  and  Albany  fadlories  -,  at  which  time  Tho- 
mas Phipps  was  made  governor  at  Nelfon-river, 
Monfieur  D'Iberville  in  1690  attempted  to  take 
York  fort,  when  Geyer  was  governor,  but  failed 
of  fuccefs  •,  however  he  obliged  the  Englifh  to  de~ 
fert  New- Severn  fadlory.  In  1693,  the  Company, 
by  the  affiflance  of  the  Crown,  retook  Albany, 
Moofe,  and  Rupert  factories,  and  Knight  was  ap- 
pointed governor  of  Albany,    In  1694  the  French 

again 


(    t2) 

again  recovered  them;  but  in  1695,  by  the  afTif- 
tance  of  two  of  the  King's  fhips,  the  Boiiaventure 
and  Seaford,  they  were  again  recovered  from  the 
French,  and  Knight  again  refhored  to  his  govern- 
ment. In  the  year  1694,  when  Geyer  was  Hill 
governor,  D'Iberville  took  York-fort:  he  fet  fail 
with  two  fhips  the  Poli  and  Charente,  carrying  with 
him  120  men  from  Canada:  he  arrived  at  the  fort 
the  24th  of  September,  and  took  it  the  14th  of 
Odober,  and  wintered  there,  leaving  Mr.  Foreft 
governor,  the  20th  of  July  1695.  The  next  year, 
1696,  it  was  retaken  by  the  Englifh,  with  four 
ihips,  and  the  garrifon  carried  prifoners  to  Eng- 
land, among  whom  was  Monfieur  Jeremie,  where 
they  remained  four  months.  After  their  return  to 
France,  a  fquadron  of  five  fhips  was  fitted  out, 
confining  of  the  Pelican  of  50  guns,  the  Palmier 
of  40,  the  Wafp,  the  Profound,  and  the  Violant : 
thele  were  put  under  the  command  of  D'Iberville, 
at  Newfoundland;  and  inHudfon's-flraits  were  m.et 
by  the  Hampfhire,  and  two  Hudfon's-Bay  fhips, 
the  Deering  and  Hudfon's-Bay,  which  De  la  Pote- 
rie  fays  were  of  ^6^  36,  and  32  guns.  An  engage- 
ment enfued  with  the  Profound,  but  without  any 
effedl,  being  feparated  by  the  ice.  Four  of  the 
French  afterwards  took  flielter  in  Danifh,  or 
Churchill-river,  the  Palmier  having  lofi:  her  rud- 
der in  hard  weather ;  but  the  Pelican,  comm.anded 
by  Monfieur  D'Iberville,  arrived  at  the  entrance  of 
Hayes's-river  the  3d  of  September,  and  next  morn- 
ing the  three  Englifii  fliips  arrived.  The  Pelican 
had  fent  her  fliallop  on  fhore,  but  weighed  and 
fought  the  three  fhips,  and  by  fome  unlucky  acci- 
dent the  Hampfliire  overfet,  upon  which  the  two 
other  fiiips  fi:eered  off;  but  he  came  up  with,  and 
took  the  Hudfon's-Bay  :  all  on  board  the  Hamp- 
fhire perifhed,  as  the  Pelican  had  no  boat  to  relieve 
them.  A  ftorm  fucceeding  that  night,  the  Peli- 
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can  was  driven  afhore,  and  loft,  with  part  of  her 
crew  •,  as  was  alfo  the  Hudfon's-Bay  :  but  D'lber- 
ville,  with  the  greater  part  of  his  crew,  getting 
fafe  to  fhore,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  other  Ihips 
from  Danifh-river,  befieged  and  took  York-fort ; 
and  after  wintering,  returned  in  the  Profound  2 
and  as  there  was  no  timber  upon  the  river  fit 
to  make  a  rudder  for  the  Palmier,  before  his 
departure,  he  appointed  Mv,  Serigny  governor, 
and  Mr.  Jeremie  lieutenant,  who  was  afterwards 
made  governor  in  1708  ;  the  French  poiTeffing 
it  from  that  time  to  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  when 
Jerernie  delivered  it  up  to  the  Company  in  17 14. 
Baily  was  governor,  and  Henry  Keifey  deputy  in 
1697,  when  York  fort  was  taken  by  the  French  : 
fo  that  from  that  time  to  17 14,  the  Company  had 
only  Albany-fort,  carrying  on  an  inconfiderable 
trade,  until  they  were  reftored  to  York-fort  by 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

After  they  had  regained  the  pofTeflion  of  York 
fort,  in  the  year  171 8  they  built  a  wooden  fort 
at  Churchill-river,  which  they  called  Prince 
of  Wales's  fort ;  and  in  1730  built  another  at 
Moofe- river  •,  and  about  the  fame  time  a  fmall 
houfe,  to  contain  eight  or  ten  men,  at  Slude-river 
on  the  eaft  main ;  and  about  eight  or  ten  years  ago 
Henley-houfe,  150  miles  up  Albany-river,  for 
eight  men,  as  a  check  to  the  Indians  who  carried 
on  a  trade  with  the  French. 

The  merchants  of  Great-Britain,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1 749,  having  petitioned  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  and  condi- 
tion of  the  trade  and  countries  adjoining  to  Hud- 
fon's-Bay,  and  the  right  the  Hudfon's-Bay  Com^ 
pany  had  by  their  charter  to  an  exclufive  trade; 
^nd  alfo,  in  what  manner  the  trade  to  that  place 
might  be  beft  extended  and  improved ;  the  matter 
©f  the  petition  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  who 
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required  the  Company  to  lay  feveral  books  and 
papers  before  them,  and  particularly  to  inform 
them  what  encouragement  they  had  given  for  the 
making  difcoveries  of  the  country  up  the  rivers 
about  the  Bay,  and  what  difcoveries  had  been 
made  *,  as  alfo  what  Ihips  they  had  fent,  and  en- 
couragement given,  for  finding  out  a  paflage  to 
the  weftern  and  fouthern  American  ocean.  In 
compliance  with  this,  the  Company  produced  fe- 
veral copies  of  paragraphs  of  letters  and  inftruc- 
tions,  to  fhew  what  they  had  done  fince  the  grant 
©f  their  charter,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  in  order 
to  difcover  the  north-weft  paflage,  which  they  faid 
was  all  the  fteps  they  had  taken  for  mailing  the 
difcovery  ;  to  which  copies  they  referred. 

In  order  to  ftate  the  condud  of  the  Company 
from  the  beginning,  and  fhew  the  fpirit  that  has 
prevailed  among  them  at  different  periods  for  pro- 
moting trade  and  difcoveries  by  fea  and  land,  I 
fhall  take  notice  of  their  papers  in  the  order  of 
time,  and  not  according  to  their  own  numerical 
difpofition  obferved  in  the  lift  prefixed  to  the 
report. 

The  Company*s  firft  inftrudion  is  to  governor 
Bayly,  dated  May  9,  1676,  N^  XXVII.  At 
this  time,  which  was  foon  after  the  grant  of  their 
charter,  the  Company  was  in  good  hands ;  the 
nobleman  and  gentlemen  of  fortune,  who  had  pro- 
cured the  charter,  and  promoted  the  trade  to  the 
Bay,  ftill  continued  proprietors,  and  were  con- 
fulted  in  the  management,  which  was  made  fub- 
fervient  to  the  national  intereft  as  well  as  their  own. 

The  paragraph  of  tlie  letter  referred  to  ftands 
thus :  Tou  are  to  ufe  your  utmoft  diligence  to  make 
difcoveries^  both  of  the  coaft  and  country^  of  mineSy 
md  of  all  forts  of  commodities  isjhich  the  country  doth 
froduce  ;  giving  us  notice  thereof  and  of  all  the  dif- 
:^mmes  you  fdall  make ^  by  thefi^ijl  opportunity..    The 
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anfw^er  from  Charles  Bayly,  dated  September 
1678,  is  as  follows  :  William  Bond,  Thomas 
Moon,  and  George  Geyer,  hofve  been  with  me  tifi'-jj 
about  Jiic  years  in  a  conjlant  difcovery  of  thefe  parts  ; 
yeay  in  'very  dangerous  places^  where  I  am  Jure  no 
ftr anger ^  yet  come  into  the  country^  is  capable  of  go- 
ing to  the  faid  places^  without  much  danger  and  pe- 
ril^  notwithjtanding  the  beji  dire^ionSy  I  am  capable  of 
giving  them  ♦,  and  I  will  ajfure  your  honours ^  that  any 
one  mifcarriage  in  fuch  a  cafe^  will  prove  very  difad- 
njantageous  to  your  intereji,  Tho'  the  above  cited 
inftru6lions  were  very  good,  and  probably  fome 
ufeful  difcoveries  had  been  made  along  the  fe^ 
coaft  at  the  bottom  of  the  Bay,  yet  the  Company 
did  not  produce  any  particulars  of  fuch  difcoveries ; 
and  indeed  as  no  factories  were  eftabliflied  but  Ru- 
pert's, they  being  only  preparing  to  fix  at  Moofe 
and  Albany,  very  few  ufeful  difcoveries  could  be 
made  within  land  at  that  time,  except  fuch  as  re- 
lated to  the  foil  and  climate,  when  the  Nodways 
were  their  enemies  upon  the  eaft-main,  and  the 
French  were  fpiriting  up  the  favages  near  Canada 
againft  them  in  that  corner  of  the  Bay. 

The  next  article  produced,  is  a  paragraph  of  a 
letter  to  John  Bridgar,  upon  appointing  him  go« 
vernor  at  Fort  Nelfon,  dated  May  15,  16825 
wherein  after  faying,  that  on  account  of  his  abi- 
lities they  had  thought  fit  to  chufe  him  to  make  a 
fettlement  in  Fort  Nelfon-river,  they  add ;  In  the 
firjl  place^  upon  your  arrival  there^  you  are^  with  the 
advice  of  captain  Gillam,  to  chufe  out  the  mofi  con- 
venient place  for  building  a  houfe  and  forty  for  your 
fafety  and  accommodation  ;  which  when  you  have  well 
done,  you  are  to  ufe  your  diligence  to  penetrate  into  the 
country y  to  make  what  difcoveries  you  can  5  and  to 
get  an  acquaintance  and  commerce  with  the  Indians, 
thereabouts^  which  we  hope  in  time  may  turn  to  aC'^ 
(ounij  ami  anfwer  the  great  charge  we  fhall  and  may 
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hat  in  making  thisjettkment.  ButBridgar  was  taken 
prifoner  by  the  French  under  De  Groifeleiz,  and 
carried  away  with  Gillam  ^  therefore  nothing  could 
then  be  done  towards  making  difcoveries. 

The  next  paragraph  produced  (for  the  Com- 
pany would  not  truft  the  Committee  with  whole 
letters,  for  fear  of  difcovering  the  fecreta  of  their 
management)  is  addrefTed  to  Henry  Sargeant, 
whom  they  had  appointed  governor  of  Albany, 
then  their  prime  fadory,  dated  April  27th,  1683. 
Ton  are  to  chufe  out  from  amongft  our  fervants  fuch  as 
ere  hejl  qualified  with  ftrength  of  body ^  and  the  coun- 
try language^  to  travel  and  to  penetrate  into  the  country^ 
io  draw  down  the  Indians  by  fair  and  gentle  means  to 
trade  with  us.  The  Company  had  not  yet  given 
themfelves  up  to  felfifh  views  :  prerogative  alfo  ran 
high  at  this  time,  exclufive  monopolies  were  not 
enquired  into,  and  the  charter  was  deemed  a  fufii- 
cient  title  to  their  trade ;  they  could  therefore  fafely 
venture  to  encourage  their  fervants  to  learn  the 
feveral  Indian  languages,  and  to  cultivate  an  ac- 
quaintance, and  make  friendfhips  with  the  people. 
But  this  policy  has  been  exploded  fince  the  peace 
of  Utrecht  J  the  Indian  tongue  being  nov/-  con- 
fined to  an  interpreter,  and  all  familiarity  and 
intercourfe  with  the  natives  forbidden,  under  the 
penalty  of  forfeiture  of  wages^  and  bodily  correc- 
tion. Mr.  Sargeant  anfwers  this  from  Charleton- 
ifland,  13th  of  September,  1683,  that  ifland  be- 
ing the  place  then  appointed  for  the  rendezvous  of 
their  fhips  and  trade  :  I  fhall  not  be  negle5lful  as 
foon  as  1  find  any  man  capable  and  willing  for  to  fend 
up  the  country  with  the  Indians^  to  endeavour  to  pene* 
Irate  into  what  the  country  will  and  may  produce^ 
and  in  doing  their  utmofi  in  bringing,  down  the  Indians 
to  our  fa^fory  ;  but  your  honours  floould  give  good 
incouragement  to  thofi  who  undertake  fuch  extraor- 
dinary 
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iinary  ferz'ice^    cr  elfe  I  fear  there  will  be  hut  few 
that  wiil  enfbrace  fuch  employment. 

The  next  abftra6l  is  to  Mr.   Sargeaiit,    dated 
May  22',   1685,  twenty  months  after  the  receipt  of 
his.  We  perceive  our  fervants  are  unwilling  to  travel 
up  into  the  country  by  reafon  of  danger^  and  want 
cf  encouragement.     'The  danger  we  judge  is  not  mere 
nozv  than  formerly  *,  and  for  their  encouragement  we 
fhall  plentifully  reward  them.^  when  we  find  they  de- 
ferve  it.,  by  bringing  down  Indians  to  our  fa^ories^  of 
which  you  may  ajj'ure  them.  And  then  they  name  four 
perfons  whom  they  think  quahfied  to  go  Up  into 
the  country.  Sargeant  anfwers  this  from  Charieton- 
ifland^  Augufh  24,   1685.     Mr.  Sandford  does  7iot 
accept  the  terms  your  honours  propofe^  but  rather  chujcs 
to  go  home :  neither  he.,  nor  any  of  your  fervants^  will 
travel  up  the  country ^^  altho'  your  honours  have  greatly 
defiredit.,  and  I  prejfed  it  upon  thofe  propcfals  you  have 
hinted'    At  this  time  the  French  in  Canada  had  re- 
ceived orders  from  France  to  difpoifefs  us  of  our 
fadories  in  the  Bay,  which  they  were  preparing  to 
effed.     But  for  the  four  or  five  preceding  years 
they  had  been  paving  the  way  to  this,  by  gaining 
over  the  Indians,  and  promoting  divifions  betwixt 
them  and  the  EngUfh  :  this  was  fufficient  to  deter 
the  fervants  from  travelling  up  the  country,  where 
they  would  endanger  their  lives  without  any  prof- 
peel  of  advantage,  but  what  depended  upon  bare 
promifes   of  rcwarding  them  v/hen  they  brought 
down  Indians  to  trade.     But  confidering  the  little 
chance  there  was  for  this,  and  that  they  were  not 
permitted  to  trade  upon  their  own  account,  the  en- 
couragement propofed  was  not  equivalent  to  the  ha- 
zard. Yet  how  different  are  thefe  inflrudlions  from 
thofe  which  the  policy  of  the  Company  has  induced 
them  to  iffUe  fmce.     Then  their  fervants  were  in- 
vited, preffed,  and  encouraged  to  go  up  the  rivers 
into  the  inland  country,  in  order  to  make  difco- 
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veries,  eftablilli  a  friendfnip  with  the  Indians,  and 
bring  them  down  to  trade  with  us.  But  now  if  a 
iein^ant  betrays  the  leaf!  inclination  to  do  this,  he  is 
dilcouraged,  ill  treated,  and  often  fent  home  as  a 
dangerous  man,  more  bufy  and  inquifitive  than  is 
confiilent  with  the  intereft  of  the  Company,,  and  of 
their  governors  in  the  Bay.  The  year  following^ 
1686,  the  French  took  all  our  factories  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Bay,  and  kept  them  till  1693,  when 
they  were  retaken  by  the  EngUfh,  who  loft  them 
again  in  1694,  and  recovered  them  a  lecond  time 
in  1695  :  in  this  interval  the  Company  held  no- 
thing but  York-fort  and  New-Severn,  to  which 
two  fadories  only  they  could  fend  inftrudions,  till 
they  were  difpoilefTed  by  D'Iberville  of  New-Se- 
vern in  1690,  and  of  York-fort  in  1694. 

The  next  paragraph  produced  by  the  Company- 
is  addrefied  to  governor  Geyer  and  Council  at  Pore 
Nelfon,   2d  of  June  1688.     JVe  dire^i  that  the  ho)\- 
Henry  Kelfey,  be  fent  to  Churchill-river^  "joith  Tho- 
mas Savage  ;  becaufe  ive  are  informed  he  is  a  very 
a^ive  lad^  delighting  much  in  Indians  company^  being 
never  better  pleafed  than  vohen  he  is  travelling  amongfi " 
them^  7ieverthelefs  would  not  have  him  too  foon  truft- ' 
ed  amongft  thofe  unknown  natives^  without  a  pledge 
from  the  Indians  \    cautioning  our  men  likewife  that 
they  be  not  too  fecure  when  they  fhall  come  to  a  treaty 
with  {iny  number  of  thefe  people^  who  have  a  diflin- 
guifhing  character  of  being  more  treacherous  than  any 
other  Indians  in  the  country.     It  does  not  appear 
that  this  was  executed.     Nelfon-fadlory  had  beert 
only  fixed  in  1684,  ^^ter  Bridgar  was  carried  off, 
and  Chouart  had  given  it  up  to  the  Company  5 
and  Churchill  or  Danilli-river  was  not  then  fettled  : 
how  it  came  therefore  by  the  name  of  Churchill- 
river  is  only  to  be  guefied  at,  as  Lord  Churchill 
in  1688  had  made  no  great  figure,  tho'  he  and  his 
fifter  were  favourites  with  King  James.    However, 
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ds  the  Company  have  produced  no  anfwer  to  this 
letter,  I  fhali  drop  all  farther  obfervation  upon  it. 

Their  next  inflrudiion  is  alio  to  governor  Geyer 
and  Council  at  Port  Nelfon,  dated  2 2d  of  May, 
1690.  If  any  two  or  three  of  our  fervants  fhall 
fhew  their  forzvardnefs  to  go  upon  new  difcoveries^  ive 
reqiiire  you  to  encourage  the  undertakings  and  upon  their 
good  fiiccefts  to  allow  them  fuch  advance  of  wages. 
or  gratuity  for  their  pains^  as  you  in  your  difcretion 
fiall  find  conveniently  which  we  will^  upon  your 
intimation  of  it  to  us,  allow  and  approve  of.  Tho' 
rhe  Company  yet  kept  up  the  fpirit  for  making  dif- 
coveries,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  encourage- 
ment which  they  here  propofe  is  very  trifling ;  nor 
thing  was  to  be  given  the  men  before  they  went, 
and  nothing  when  they  returned,  unlefs  they  were 
fuccefsful,  and  then  it  was  left  in  the  power  of  the 
governor.  Geyer  anfwers  this  letter  from  York- 
fort  the  8th  of  September,  the  fame  year  1690, 
imm.ediately  after  he  received  it.  This  fummer 
I  fcnt  up  Henry  Kelfey  (who  chear fully  undertook 
the  journey)  up  into  the  country  of  the  Affin^e-poets, 
with  the  captain  of  that  nation^  to  call^  encourage^ 
and .  invite  the  remoter  Indians  to  a  trade  with  us, 
and  am  in  great  hopes  of  a  plentiful  increafe  of  trade 
from  that  nation.  By  the  Company's  letter  in- 
1688,  only  two  years  before,  Kelfey  was  then 
deemed  but  a  boy,  and  ordered  to  be  fent  to 
Churchill,  which  was  not  complied  with,  though 
without  any  reafon  given  for  that  negle<5l  by  the 
governor,  or  for  his  fending  him  a  quite  contrary 
way  without  orders  from  the  Company.  In  two 
years,  however,  he  could  not  be  much  altered  from 
a  boy  •,  and  therefore,  as  I  fhall  afterwards  have 
occafion  to  take  particular  notice  of  Kelfey 's  jour- 
nal, I  fhall  only  now  obferve,  that  the  account  of 
his  firft  going,  as  handed  dov/n  by  the  Company's 
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fervants  in  the  Bay  ever  iince,  is  moil:  probably 
the  a-uth  I  namely,  that  Geyer  did  not  fend  him 
iip^  but  that  having  fcvcrcly  correded  him  for 
fome  miibehaviour,  the  boy  refented  it,  and  being 
very  intimate  with  the  Indians,  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  running  away  along  with  them  :  lo  that 
Gcyer,  finding  the  Company  defirous  of  fending 
up  upon  difcoveries,  made  a  merit  of  Kelfey's  go- 
ing up  ;  layii^  that  he  had  fent  him  up^  before  he 
received  their  order's  :  and  this  will  be  farther  con- 
^rm€d  from  the  other  letters  and  the  anfwers  about 
itj  and  from  Kelfey's  journal.  Tlie  Company  in  their 
anfwer  to  this,  dated  the  21  ft  of  May  1691  to 
Geyer  and  Council,  fay.  Are  glad  you  prevailed  wtth 
Henry  Kelfey  to  undertake  a  journey  with  the  Indians 
to  thofe  remote  parts^  hoping  the  €7iCGuragement  you. 
}oave  given  him^  in  the  advance  of  his  /alary ^  zvill  /;/- 
Jijgate  other  young  men  in  the  fa^Iory  to  follow  his 
example.  The  Company  we  fee  fliU  keep  up  the 
fpirit  of  difcovering  the  inland  countries.  Geyer 
anfwers  this  from  York-fort,  the  rzth  of  Sep- 
tember 169  K  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Henry 
Kelfey,  the  young  -man  I  fent  up  lafi  year  with  the 
Affmd:-pDetSy  which  gives  me  to  under il and  that  the 
Indians  are  continually  at  war  within  land,  hut  have 
promifed  to  get  what  heaver  they  can  again}  next  year ; 
others  not  hfore  the  nest  fummer  come  twelvemonths, 
when  they  prowife  to  come  down  •,  but  Kelfey  I  have 
ordered  to  return  next  year^  with  as  many  Indians  as 
he  can^  that  being  informed  of  the  humour  and  nature 
of  thefe  flrange  people  ^  I  may  knew  the  better  how 
to  manage  them  at  their  arrival.  I  have  fent  the 
[aid  young  man  a  new  commiffion^  and  necejfary  in- 
frru5iions^  with  a  fupply  of  thofe  things  he  wrote 
for^  that  he  might  the  better  accomplifh  the  end  I  fent 
him  for^  and  gave  him  charge  to  fecirch  diligently  for 
mines  ^  minerals  J  or  drugs  of  what  kind  fo  ever  ^  and  to 
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Iring  famples  of  th^m  down  with  him  ;  and  for  other 
young  men  qualified  to  undertake  fuch  a  journey^  when 
I  fee  their  willingnefs^  and  find  it  convenient^  I  will 
not  fail  to  give  them  hy  his  example  all  fuitahle  en-' 
couragement, 

Geyer  again  writes  from  York-fort  September 
9,   1692.     Henry   Kelfcy  came  down  with  a  good 
fleet  of  Indians' \  and  hath  travelled  and  endeavoured 
to  keep  the  peace  among  them  according  to  my  orders. 
The  Company   anfwer  the    17th   of  June  169^, 
We  are  glad  that  Henry  Kelfey  is  fafe  retumedy  and 
brought  a  good  fleet  of  Indians  down  with  him,  and 
hope  he  has  effetled  that  which  he  was  fent  ahont,  in 
keeping  the  Indians  from  warring  one  with  another^ 
that  they  may  have  more  time  to  look  after  their  trade, 
and  bring  a  larger  quantity  of  furs  and  other  trade 
with  them  to  the  faElory  ;  which  you  alfo  may  diffuade- 
them  from^when  they  are  with  you,  by  telling  them  -what- 
advantages  they  may  make  *,    that  the  more  furs  they 
brrngy  the  more  goods  they  will  he  able  to  purchafe  of- 
tiSy  which  will  enable  them  to  live  more  comfortably, 
and  keep  them  from  want  in  time  of  fear  city .%    and 
that  you  inculcate  into  them  better  morals,  than  they 
yet  underftand  -,  that  it  doth  advantage  them  nothing 
to  kill  and  deftroy  one  another  -,  that  thereby  they  may 
fo  weaken  themfelves,  that  the  wild  ravenous  beafls 
7nay  grow  too  numerous  for  them,  and  deftroy  thofe 
that  furvive  •,   befides,  if  fair  means  will  not  prevail^ 
you  may  tell  them,  if  they  war  and  deftroy  one  another, 
thofe  that  are  the  occafion  of  it,  whoever  they  are,  ■ 
you  will  not  fell  them  any  more  guns,  powder,  orfhot, 
which  will  expofe  them  to  their  enemies,  who  will  ^ 
have  the  mafter  of  them,  and  quite  deftroy  them  from 
the  earth,  them  and  their  wives  and  children,  which 
muft  work  fome  terror  in  them  -,  and  that  you  are  fent 
thither  to  imke  peace  amongft  them  •,  and  that  on  the 
other  fide,  if  they  do  live  peaceably  and  quietly  without 
war,  you  will  let  them  have  any  thing  you  have  for 
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their  Jupport^  and  he  kind-  to  them  allj  and  fupp^ 
them  ''with  all  necejJarieSy  let  their  number  be  ever  Jo 
great,  ^hefe  and  other  argimunts  you  may  ufe  to 
themy  as  they  occur  to  your  mind  and  memory. 

This  letter  is  v/ritten  \^ith  a  truly  chriilian  and 
Britifli  fpirit.  But  there  wa^  no  opportunity  for 
executing  thefe  generous  purpofes  till  after  the 
peace  of  Utrecht ;  the  French  having  taken  York- 
fort  the  following  year,  and  kept  pofTeflion  of  it 
for  above  twenty  years  together,  except  the  year 
l6^^.  In  the  rnean  time,  as  the  Company  had  only 
Albany-fa  dtory,  and  were  furrounded  on  every 
fide  by  the  French,  their  trade  declined  very 
much  ;  and  the  chief  among  themj  defpairing  of 
ever  feeing  their  affairs  in  a  flourifliing  condition 
ao;ain,  left  the  mana2;ement  to  a  kind  ot  unchano:e- 
able  Committee,  who  introduced  a  new  policy^ 
^nd  acted  upon  maxims  entirely  felfifh. 

I  SHALL  now  confider  Kelfey's  journal  ;  but 
before  I  abftrad:  it,  I  cannot  but  take  notice  that 
the  Company  in  the  title  of  N".  XXVlI,  call  it 
d  journal  of  Hqhyy  Kdihy  in  the  years  iScfi  and 
1692,  fent  by  7^^  Hudfon's-Bay  Company  to  make 
difcGveries^  and  increafe  their  trade  inland  from  the 
Bay  \  and  in  N*^.  XXVIII,  yi  journal  of  a  voyage 
.a-nd  journey  undertaken  by  Henry  Kelfey  to  dif cover 
and  endeavour  to  hring  to  a  commerce  the  Naywa- 
ramee-Poet^3  i69iy  and  then  im.mediately  fub- 
jpin,  A  journal  of  a  voyage  and  journey  undertaken 
?/y  Henry  Kelfey,  through  God^s  afjijla7tce^  to  dif  cover 
and  hring  to  a' commerce' the  Naywatamee-Poets. 

DuPLICATEo 

The  date  in  N°.  XXVIII  is  July  5,  i^pi ;  and 
iR  what  is  called  Duplicate,  July  15,  1692: 
yet  the  journals  are  exactly  alike^  excepting  only 
a  fev/  trifling  variations  in  the  expreflidn,  chiefly 
in  the  firif  paragraphs,  and  the  addrcfs  at  the  end  - 
the  firif  concluding,  Sir.,  I  remain  your  7noft  obedient 
'-■'-••  \     ''     '  and 
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:cnd  faithful  fervant^  as  if  dire6led  to  the  gover- 
nor i  and  the  fecond,  /  reft^  honourable  mafterSy 
ycur  mcft  ohcdunt^  and  faithful  [erv ant ^  at  command^ 
as  ro  the  Company.  But  the  Company,  furely,, 
could  not  hope  that  the  Committee  would  read 
bnly  the  titles  of  the  papers  that  were  laid  before 
them,  and  fo  take  it  for  granted  that  Kelfey  had 
made  two  journals;  one  in  169 1  incompliance 
with  the  governor,  and  the  other  in  1692  in  obe- 
.dience  to  the  Company.  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved, 
that  at  the  time  the  Company  gave  orders  that 
two  or  three  of  their  fervarits  fhould  be  fent  up  to 
make  dilcoveries,  the  bill  for  an  act  to  confirm 
their  charter  was  before  the  Commons,  which 
confirmation  they  expe6led  would  be  perpetuaL 

Geyer  fays,  he  fejit  Kelfey  up  with  the  Afiinse- 
poets,  in  1690,  along  with  their  captain^  to  encou- 
rage and  invite  the  remote  Indians  to  trade  with 
them  ;  yet  by  Kelfey's  journal  he  had  not  attempted 
this  till  a  year  after  he  firfl  fet  out,  beginning 
only  the  5th  of  July  1691,  after  the  governor  had 
fent  him,  as  he  himfelf  fays,  frefjj  inftru5fions  and 
c  new  comrmjjion^  and  had  fupplied  him  with  proper 
prefents  to  make  to  the  Naywatamee-Poets.  The  fub- 
fbance  of  his  journal  is,  that  he  got  his  fupplies  the 
^th  of  July  1.69 1  ;  fent  the  St  one- Indians  ten  days 
before  him  and  fet  out  from  Deering's-point  (where 
tht  Indians  alv/ays  affemble  v/hen  they  go  down  to 
trade)  to  feek  the  Stone-Indians,  and  after  overtaking 
thenty  travelled  with  them  and  Nayhaythaway-7;?- 
dians^  to  the  country  of  the  Naywatamee-Poets,  and 
was  fifty-nine  days  in  his  journey^  including  the  refi- 
ifig  days.  He  went  firfl  by  water  feventy-one  miles 
from  Deering's-point,  and  then  laid  up  his  canoes^ 
mid  went  by  land  three  hundred  and  fix^een  miles 
through  a  woody  country  -,  and  then  forty-fts  through 
Xi  plain  open  country^  having  only  feen  one  river  in 
his  journey^  Jhallow^  hut  a  hundred  yards-  over  ;  and 
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iiftcr  croffmg  pmids,  woods ^  and  chanipeln  Imds^'  for. 
eighty-one  miles  more^  which  ahounded  with  huffcloes 
and  heavers^  he  returned  hack  fifty -four  miles  ^  where^ 
he  met  the  Naywataniee-Poets,  and  made  the  proper 
prefents  ta  their  chiefs  telling  him^  that  he  cayne  to 
make  peace  hetwiy:t  him  and  the  Nayhaythaway-Ir^"^ 
dians  and  Stone-Indians,  (i7:d  to  inz'Jte  them  to  com-e 
to  the  faMory  with  their  furs^  which  he  promt  fed  to 
comply  with  next  fpring^  and  to  raeet  hitn  at  Deer- 
ing's- point  •,  hut  he  did  not  come^  hecaufe  the  l^d-j- 
haythaway-/;/iii2;/j  had  killed  three  of  his: people  in  the 
winter^  and  he  was  afraid  they  would  have  intercepted 
him  on  his  return  honie^  however  he  promifed  to  go 
down  the  following  year  -,  adding,  that  the  heaver  in 
their  country  me  innumerahle^  and  would  certainly 
come  down  every  year. 

According  to  this  journal,  Kehey  did  not  go  by 
land  and  water  above  five  hundred  Englilh  miles 
in  two  rnonths  ;  and  as  it  does  not  appear  that 
he  had  any  compels  with  him  to  know  upon  what 
point  he  travelled,  he  probably  did  not  go  in  all 
a  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  in  a  ilrait  line  from 
Deering's -point,  and  perhaps  much  lefs  •,  for  if 
Keifey  only  computed  thefe  miles  he  would  take 
care  not  to  make- them  lefs  than  they  were.  By  this 
we  may  judge  of  tl>e  Indians  rate  of  travelling, 
which  including  their  days  of  reft,  can  very  little 
exceed  eight  miles  a  day  :  Keifey  did  not  travel 
more  than  five  hundred  miles  in  59  days,  and  yet 
in  all  that  time  he  had  but  three  days  rain,  and  no 
fnow,  froft,  or  fleet,  before  the  1 2 th  of  September, 
when  he  clofed  his  journal.  But  to  return  :  if 
Keliey  vvas  fent  in  1690  by  the  governor  to  make 
difcoyeries  and  obfervations,  it  is  very  ftrange,  that 
he  kept  no  journal  of  this  expedition  :  but  he  did 
not  even  think  of  beginning  a  journal  till  after  he 
o-ot  his  fupplics  and  new  commifTion  in  July  1691 ; 
nor  from  the    iztli  of  September  1691    to  J^me 
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T692,  when  he  returned  with  a  fleet  of  Indians,  did 
he  keep  any  journal,  or  make  any  obfervations  that 
we  know  of,  but  what  are  in  the  journal  of  his 
two  months  expedition  in  1691.  We  mull  there- 
fore admit  the  truth  of  tlie  account  handed  down 
by  the  fervants  in  the  Bay,  that  he  was  not  fent  by 
the  governor,  but  ran  away  with  the  Indians  upon 
being  correded ;  that  when  he  wrote  to  the  gover- 
nor for  pardon  and  leave  to  return,  telling  him  at 
ahe  fame  time,  what  fervice  he  could  do  among  the 
Indians,  upon  giving  them  proper  prefents,  heliad 
neither  pen,  ink,  nor  paper,  but  wrote  with  char- 
coal on  a  piece  of  birch- rind  ;  and  that  Geyer  find- 
ing the  Company  defirous  of  making  difcoveries 
upon  the  profpe(5l  of  obtaining  a  perpetual  confirm- 
ation of  their  charter,  he  in  1691  fent  Kelfey  in- 
ftrudions,  with  goods  to  give  in  prefents,  and 
paper  pens  and  ink  to  make  obfervations,  which 
iafled  him  no  longer  than  the  12th  of  September 
in  the  fame  year  :  for  if  Kelfey  continued  his 
journal  and  obfervations  down  to  September  1692, 
the  time  of  his  return  to  the  fort,  we  muft  con- 
clude that  the  Company  have  thought  proper  to 
fupprefs  them,  left  the  making  public  fuch  authen- 
tic teftimonies  of  a  temperate  climate,  fertile  foil, 
and  a  trade  capable  of  vaft  extenfion,  fhould  bring 
too  fevere  a  reproach  upon  the  prefent  manage- 
ment. 

There  are  only  three  letters  more  contained  in 
N^".  XXVII  relative  to  inland  difcoveries  after  this 
period  -,  for  the  French  being  in  poirefTion  of  York- 
fort  till  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  at  Utrecht,  the 
Company  could  only  fend  inftru6lions  to  Albany. 
The  firft  is  to  John  FuUerton  at  Albany-fort,  dated 
fo  late  as  the  26  th  of  May,  1708.  JVe  order  you  Jo 
foon  as  it  has  fkafed  God  that  you  are  arrived  fafe  in 
the  country  to  jend  word  among  ft  the  natives^  to  give 
them  notice  that  you  ate  there  with  a  covjlderahle 
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cargo  of  goods  of  all  forts  for  their  fupply^  and  to 
encourage  them  to  come  with  their  commodities  as  much 
4XS  you  can  to  trade  zvith  you.  The  fecond  is  to 
captain  Anthony  Beal,  at  dlbany-fort,  dated  the 
29Lh  of  May  1711,  containing  the  very  fame  words, 
which  need  not  be  repeated.  I  fhall  only  obferve 
here,  that  if  orders  to  inform  the  natives  that  they 
had  goods  at  the  factories  to  trade  with  them,  can 
be  taken  for  orders  to  make  difcoveries,  the 
Company  may  pafs  what  they  pleafe  upon  the 
Pubhc. 

The  third  and  lail  letter  about  inland-difcove- 
ries,  as  it  is  dated  but  thirty-three  years  ago,  may 
be  allowed  to  be  written  by  the  prefent  Commit- 
ter of  the  Company,  if  it  can  be  of  any  fervice  to 
them :  it  is  directed  toMr.  Richard  Stanton,  or  chief, 
at  Prince  of  Wales's-forr,  4th  of  June,  1719.  Tou 
having  one  Richard  Norton  our  apprentice  under 
your  coynmand^  whom  we  ere  informed  by  captain 
Knight  haj  endured  great  hardfhip  in  travelling  with 
ihe  Indians^  and  has  been  very  atiive  and  diligent  in 
Endeavouring  to  make  peace  amongji  them^  we  being 
£ilways  dejlrcus  to  encourage  diligent  and  faithful  fer^ 
"vajits^  upon  application  of  his  mother  in  his  behalf 
have  ordered  him  u  gratuity  of  fifteen  pounds.  What 
proof  of  inland-difcoveries  this  letter  could  afford 
the  Committee,  I  cannot  comprehend.  If  Norton 
made  any  upon  his  being  fent  by  Knight  to  the 
northward,  to  inform  the  natives  that  there  were 
goods  at  Churchill -river  to  trade  with  them,  or  tQ 
learn  from  the  northern  Indians  whereabout  the 
copper  mine  was,  (as  is  m.entioned  in  captain  Car- 
ruthers's  evidence,  which  I  fhall  hereafter  confider, 
he  being  the  perfon  who  carried  him  to  Churchill, 
and  put  him  into  a  canoe  with  two  northern  In- 
dians to  difcover  to  the  northward  \)  he  either  kept 
no  journal  of  fuch  difcoveries,  or  the  Company 
they  have  concealed  it  frow  the  Committee  :    it 
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appears  however  by  Brown's  evidence,   that  Nor- 
]ton  owned  to  him  that  he  was  at  the  copper  mine. 
After  this  trifle  of  a  letter  they  only  lay,  fVhai 
farther  relates  to  the  difcoveries  inland  is  contained  in 
the  papers  already  delivered  in  to  the  Committee^  pur^ 
fuant  to   their  order ^   concerning  Richard  Norton. 
Since  ivhich  time  is  has  been  cujtomary  for  the  chief 
favors  to  give  prefents  to  the  leading  Indians y  to  in- 
vite the  far  difiant  natives  down  to  trade  at  the  fac- 
torieSy  and  to  make  peace  amongfl  ayiy  of  the  Indians 
they  fhall  find  at  enmity. 

Here  is  a  plain  declaration,  that  fince  the  year 
1 7 19  they  have  never  taken  the  lead  ilep  towards 
making  inland  difcoveries ;  nor  does  their  care,  or 
their  judgment,  at  leafl:,  about  the  means  of  im- 
proving their  trade,  appear  from  hence  in  a  more 
advantageous  light :  the  making  prefents  to  the 
leading  Indians,  who  come  to  the  fadory,  is  rather 
calculated  to  keep  the  diilant  Indians  away  -,  for  ic 
is  evidently  the  rntercft  of  thefe  people  to  keep  the 
trade  to  themfelves,  and  not  divide  it  with  others 
perhaps  their  enemies,  to  whom  they  are  rendered 
iuperior  by  the  arms  and  ammunition  which  tliey 
procure  from  the  Company. 

The  papers  referred  to  about  Norton  are  the  let- 
ters in  N^.  XXVI,  confiiling  of  fwe  from  Norton 
to  the  Company  from  1724  toi74i,  and  of  fix  from 
the  Company  to  him,  all  relative  to  the  trade  at 
Churchill  and  to  the  northward.  The  firfl  letter 
in  1724,  and  the  anfwer  1725,  are  about  A  leading 
upland  Indian,  -ivho  brought  a  ftrange  Indian  to  the 
faSloryytelling  them  he  hadfiippliedhim  with  tobacco  and 
goods  to  curry  him  home  again -y  upon  which  Norton 
fupplied  the  leading  Indian  with  other  goods  to  carry 
him  home.  Norton  adds,  That  he  returned  the  fol- 
lowing yeary  and  upon  being  afked  after  the  ftrange 
Indian,  he  faidy  he  had  heard  nothing  of  himy  and 
'"jj^s  afraid  that  in  returning  to  his  own  country  he 
'/  had 
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kad  f^ll^'i^  into  the  hands  of  his  eneniies  and  ivas  ^e- 
Jtroyed.  But  it  is  more  probable,  that  this  leading 
Indian  either  killed  him  himfelf  to  get  his  own 
goods  back  again,  or,  as  he  had  gained  his  point 
by  procuring  goods  from  Norton  upon  his  ac- 
count, perfuaded  him  to  come  no  more.  Norton's 
next  letter  in  1733,  and  the  anfwer  in  1734,  are 
nothing  to  the  purpoie,  he  only  Jetting  forth  his  fer- 
vices^  and  they  acknowledging  them.  In  the  Com- 
pany's letter  to  him  in  May  1738,  they  defire  him 
to  encourage  the  Norther ii-indiariS  and  Efkimaux 
in  order  to  git  oil  and  ivhale-boie^  and  to  fend  over 
deer-,  elk^  and  m^cfe  /kins  ^  which  he  anfwers  in 
Augiift,  laying,  ^hai  he  ^Mll  fend  what  deer  and  elk 
Jkins  he  cai^  and  promote  the  other  trade  j  but  com- 
plains that  few  Indians  came  that  year^  as  thofe  who 
came  the  preceding  year  ^v ere  jo  near  perifhing  with 
hunger  in  the  winter^  that  they  were  obliged  to  edt 
their  decr-Jkins, 

In  1739,  the  Cornpany  repeat  their  orders,  about 
the  northern  irade^  and  order  the  Jloop  to  Whalecove 
to  get  Jinn  and  oil^  allowing  one  five  per  cerit.  upon 
the  profit  to  the  mnfler^  and  another  five  per  cent,  to 
h  divided  among  the  crew.  This  he  anfwers  by 
ikying,  that  he  will  Jend  the  Jloop  to  the  7iorthward^ 
and  oblerving,  that  they  ought  lo  have  two  years 
ftock  oj  all  Jorts.  In  1740  they  write,  that  they 
are  pleajed  to  Jee  Jo  good  a  cargo  Jroni  him  •,  that 
they  hope  his  increajed  trade  worUt  lejjen  that  at  York- 
fort,  and  that  he  h(is  Jent  the  Jloop  to  the  northward 
as  bejore  diretled.  He  anfwers  in  Auguii  1740, 
that  he  will  endeavour  not  to  lejjen  the  trade  at  York- 
fort,  hut  propojes  yiot  to  Jend  out  the  Jloop  to  the 
northward  next  year.,  as  well  to  enable  them  to  expe- 
dite the  building  Jor  their  dejence.,  as  upon  account  of 
the  Span i ill  war.,  and  the  danger  of  a  French  war. 
This  they  anfwered  the  23d  of  April  1741,  ac- 
knowledging 
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hwwle^gmg  the  receipt  of  the  /loop's  journal.^    and 
that  the  trade  was  fmal\  but  might  increafe  if  the 
floop  went  out  earlier,    ney  difapprove  of  his  laying 
the  jloop  aftde  upon  account- of  the  war^  contrary  to 
their  orders.,  being  defirous  of  making  ne-w  difcoveries^ 
and  improving  the  trade  with  the  Indians  that  fre- 
quent thofe  parts  •,  and  dire^  him  to  fend  over  elks 
and  deers  horns.     He  anfwers  in  Auguil,    that  he 
will  comply  with  their  orders  in  fending  the  floop  ait^ 
mtally  to  the  northward.     Thele  are  the  important 
papers  they  refer  to  in  farther  proof  of  their  en- 
couragement of  trade  and  difcoveries.     The  laft 
letter  about  difcoveries  in  1741  was  plainly  forced 
from  them,  upon  captain  Middleton's  being  fent 
that  year  in  the  Furnace-bomb    upon  the  north- 
weft  difcovery. 

I  SHALL  next  extra<5l  from  numbers  XVI  and 
XX,  which  relate  to  the  fame  fubje6t,  confidering 
the  papers  in  each  according  to  the  refpedive  dates. 
N*^.  XVI  is  entitled.  Copies  of  inftr  unions  given  by  the 
Hudfon's-Bay  Company /^/iif'/>  officers  abroad.,  fo  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  difcovery  of  a  north- weft  paffage. 
And  N^.  XX,  Copies  of  orders  given  by  the  Hud- 
fon's-Bay  Company  to  fundry  perfons.,  fo  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft  paflage.  This 
laft  is  an  abftradl  of  their  orders  and  inllrudions 
to  Knight,  Barlow  (or  Berley)  Vaughan,  and  o- 
thers,  abo!Jt  the  expedition  to  the  northward, 
which  feems  to  be  very  imperfed. 

tr<?  captain  James  Knight,  \th  ^/ June  1719, 
Upon  the  expedience  we  have  had  of  your  ability  and 
£ondu5l  in  the  management  of  our  affairs^  we  have 
upon  your  application  to  tis,  fitted  out  the  Albany 
Frigate,  captain  George  Berley,  and  the  Difcovery, 
captain  David  Vaughan  commander^  upon  a  difco- 
very to  the  northward  \  and  to  that  end  have  given 
'-  you  power  and  authority  to  a^i  and  do  all  things  re- 
"    '  letting  io^  the  faid  voyage.,  (the  navigation  of  the  faid 
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Jhip  and  Jloop  only  excepted)  and  have  given  our  fad 
two  commanders  orders  and  inJiruLlms  to  that  purpofe. 
Tou  are  with  the  frjl  opportunity  of  wind  and  weather 
to  depart  from  Gravelend,  on  your  intended  voyage^ 
hy  God^s  permiffion^  to  find  out  /^^  Straits  of  Kx\\kx\^  in 
order  to  difcovcr  gold  and  other  valuable  commodities  ti> 
the  7wrthzvardy  &c. 

To  captain  George  Berley.  2^/)',  21yu  are  aJfo 
with  the  frjl  opportimity  of  wind  and  weather^  to  fail 
cur  fhip  Albany  Frigate  under  your  command^  to  what 
place  captain  James  Knight  foall  order  you  to  fail  to^ 
that  is  to  the  ?wrthward  and  weflzvard  of  6^  deg.  in 
Hudlbn's-Bay  ;  and  to  ufe  your  ut7noft  endeavours  to 
keep  company  with  the  Difcovery,  captain  David 
Vaughan,  commander  \  hut  in  cafe  you  foould  he  fepa- 
rated  from  the  ID'i^covtxy  hy  Jlrefs  of  weather^  or  other* 
ivife^  in  your  outward-hound  voyage^  before  you  enter 
the  JlraitSj  then  you  are  to  make  towards  the  ijland 
Refolution,  and  ply  off  thereabouts  for  ten  days^  unlefs 
you  meet  with  him  fooner^  that  you  may  proceed  on  your 
voyage  together ;  and  in  all  things  during  the  whole  term 
of  this  your  intended  voyage^  {except  the  navigation  part) 
you  are  to  obey  and  follow  the  dire^ions  and  orders  of 
captain  James  Knight,  ^c, 

To  captain  David  Vaughan.  idh\  Tou  are  alfo 
with  the  firfi  opportunity^  See.  (fame  paragraph  as  to 
captain  Berley-)  ^^ly.  But  in  cafe  you  have  Jtaid  ten 
da)'s  at  the  ijland  Refolution,  and  do  not  meet  with  the 
Albany  in  that  time,  you  are  then  to  proceed  to  the 
latitude  64  deg.  7wrth  latitude^  and  from  thence  north- 
ward, to  endeavour  to  find  out  the  Straits  <?/'Anian;> 
and,  as  often  as  conveniently  you  can,  to  fend  your  boats 
to  the  jhore-ftde^  in  order  to  find  how  high  the  tide 
rijes,  and  what  point  of  the  compafs  the  flood  comes 
from  \  and  to  make  fuch  difcoveries^  and  obtain  all  fuch 
trade  as  you  can,  &c. 

Private  inftruclions  not  to  be  opened  but  in  cafe 
of  the  death  of  captain  James  Knight.     Firjl  of  all 


we  order  you  to  proceed  upon  pur  intinded  voyagS  to  the 
latitude  of  64  dcg,  dnd  endeavour  to  find  out  the  Straits' 
of  Anian,  mid  to  make  ivhat  difcoveries  you  pofftbly  can^ 
and  to  obtain  all  forts  of  trade  and  commerce  for  fuch  com- 
modities as  fhall  he  for  the  Company  s  advantage^  &c. 

Before  I  animadvert  upon  thefe  inftruclions  \t 
will  be  proper  to  recite  fome  other  paragraphs  of 
letters  from  N°.  XVI,  which,  as  they  v/erc  written 
within  two  or  three  years  of  the  time  of  the  abore 
voyage,  may  have  fome  connedion  with  it  ;  parti- 
cularly the  infl:ru6lions  about  Scroggs,  who  was  fup^ 
pofed  to  be  fent  to  know  what  was  become  of  the 
fliip  and  floop.  The  firfl:  in  that  number  is  a  para- 
graph of  a  letter  to  captain  Henry  Kelfey  and  coun- 
cil at  York-fort,  June  id,  1720.  IVe  alfo  order 
you  to  fend  us  copies  of  all  ihofe  Journals  that  have 
been  kept  by  yourlelf  a7id  others,  and  nz)hat  difcoveries 
have  been  made  in  the  voyages  to  the  northzwird  ;  alfo 
what  number  of  people^  and  what  fort  you  have  met 
with  ;  and  zvhat  quantity  of  whales  have  been  feen,  or 
what  other  fort  of  fifh  are  in  thefe  parts  ♦,  likewife  from 
whence  the  flood  comes  ^  and  from  what  point  of  the 
compafs^  and  how  much  the  tides  have  flowed  up  and 
down.  I  mud  here  obferve,  that  if  Kelfey  went 
upon  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft  paflage,  as  the 
title  of  N^.  XVI  implies,  he  doubtlefs  kept  a  jour- 
nal of. the  expedition,  and  obeyed  the  orders  of  x.]-\t 
Company  to  fend  them  a  copy  of  his  journal  :  buC 
as  the  Company  have  thought  proper  not  to  lay 
any  journal  before  the  Committee,  the  evident  con- 
clufion  is,  either  that  they  have  fecreted  it,  or  that 
there  never  was  a  journal,  nor  any  attempt  made  by 
Kelfey  to  find  a  pafilige.  The  next  paragraph  is 
diredted  to  Kelfey,  dated  May  26,  1721,  princi- 
pally relating  to  Scroggs,  to  whom  they  alfo  ad- 
drefs  a  letter  of  the  fame  date  in  N^.  XX,  in  which 
he  is  only  ordered  to  fail^  and  keep  company  with  the 
ether  fhips  till  his  arrival  at  York-fort,  and  to  give  up 
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h}^s  cargo  to  governor  Kelley,  or  io  thofe  he  dvputes^ 
and  to  follow  all  fuch  orders  as  he  fldall  receive  from 
him^  or  thofe  deputed  by  him,  , 

The  paragraph  to  Keltey  lays,  Ton  acquamt  iis  of 
your  defign  of  wintering  to  the  northward.  We  defire  to 
know  whether  you  mean  at  Churchill-river  ;  for  we 
cannot  approve  of  your  wintering  farther  northward  at 
the  hazard  of  your  life^  and  thofe  with  you  ^  we  afpre- 
bending  if  you  go  any  time  in  June.,  you  may  make  as 
much  difcovery^i  ^^^h  of  whales  ^;/i  other  commodities, 
as  if  you  wintered  io  the  norihivard.,  and  return  by  the 
latter  end  of  Auguft.  TVe  have  fent  you  this  year  a 
veffel  called  the  Whalebone,  John  Scroggs,  majler^ 
which  we  would  have  fent  upon  difcovery  next  year^  as 
foon  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  will  permit.,  if  you  can 
fpare  her  to  go  to  the  northward  upon  difcovery  *,  and  let 
them  make  the  beft  of  their  way  towards  the  latitude  of 
66  and  a  half  Sir  Thomas  Roe's  Welcome,  and  not 
to  flop  as  they  go  along  to  view  the  coajl ;  and  to  make 
what  difcovery  they  can  coming  back^  but  not  to  flay  to 
the  northward  beyond  the  1 5/^  of  Augufl^  fo  that  floe 
may  be  back  by  the  beginning  of  September.,  we  mean  by 
the  firft  five  days  in  September ;  a7id  to  deliver  in  their  jour- 
72als  to  you  at  their  return  ;  with  an  account  what  whales 
and  other  extraordinaries  they  fee  •,  and  not  to  ipend 
their  time  amongft  the  Indians,  but  to  return  to  you 
in  order  to  your  perfcoling  the  difcovery  the  year  follow- 
ing, I  prefume  it  was  not  Kelfey's  intention  to  win« 
ter  north  of  Churchill,  but  only  to  go  to  Churchill 
to  winter ;  tho'  he  would  have  run  no  greater  rifk 
from  the  cold  in  wintering  farther  northward,  than 
the  French  with  Maupertuis  did  at  Tarneo  in  the 
Bothnick  gulph  in  66  deg.  The  difcovery  Kelfey 
was  to  go  upon  is  here  pointed  out,  namely  Whales 
and  other  commodities ;  and  in  the  inftrudtions  they 
fend  to  him  to  give  Scroggs,  they  have  nothing  more 
in  view.  It  had  been  always  fuppofed^  that  they 
fent  out  Scroggs  to    enquire  about  tbc  Ihip  and 
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fioop  which  were  lofl:  under  Knight,  8zc  :  but  by 
thefe  inllrudions  it  appears,  that  this  was  the 
leafl  part  of  their  care;  tho',  had  they  fen t  out 
Knight  willingly  in  fearch  of  a  pafiage,  it  may  be 
prefumed  that  they  would  have  been  as  anxious 
for  his  fafety  as  for  Kelfey's  :  but  the  cafe  was 
quite  the  reverfe  -,  Knight  and  Barlow  went  out 
contrary  to  their  inclinations,  and  they  thought 
themfelves  amply  recompenfed  for  the  lofs  of 
their  fhips,  by  getting  rid  of  thofe  troublefome 
difcoverers. 

In  their  orders  about  Scroggs,  they  diredl  that 
he  jhall  go  to  66:30,  a  degree  o/nd  half  beyond 
the  Welcome,  at  firft  pufh  without  ftoppingy 
which  is  fomewhat  extraordinary:  but  he  is  to 
make  what  difcovery  he  can  in  coming  hack^  yet  not 
to  fpend  his  time  dmongft  the  Indians,  who  were 
the  only  proper  perfons  to  inform  him  of  the  coaft, 
inlets,  and  country  :  here  alfo  they  point  out 
what  difcovery  it  was  which  Kelfey  was  to  perfect 
next  year,  viz.    Whales^  and  other  exlraordinaries. 

If  other  inftrudions  had  not  been  given  be- 
fides  thofe  which  are  made  public,  the  mailer's 
journals  would  have  correfponded  with  the  Com- 
pany's orders;  but  it  appears  from  Scroggs's 
journal,  that  fo  far  from  failing  to  66  deg.  30. 
min.  he  had  no  notion  of  going  to  6c^  deg.  to 
the  Welcome  •,  for  which  he  even  makes  an  apo- 
logy, alleging,  that  he  was  driven  fo  far  to  the 
northw^ard  in  a  fog  by  a  hard  gale  at  fouth : 
and  probably  but  for  this  friendly  gale,  which 
helped  him  to  all  the  difcovery  he  made  of  the 
north- weft  coaft,  by  forcing  him  into  Whaie- 
bone-bay  near  6c^  deg.  he  would  have  gone  no 
farther  than  Marble- ifland,  where  he  favv  the 
wreck  of  the  fhips  with  the  Indians.  The 
whole  difcovery  therefore  that  the  Company 
c  wanted 
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t^rsnted  to  the   northward,  was  whales  and   fome 
^ther  articles  or  trade. 

Theip.  next  fragment  of  a  letter  is  direded /(? 
Richard  Norton  and  Council  at  prince  of  Wales's- 
fort,  19-th  May^  iji^.  ~  And  if  you  can  by  any 
means  find  out  any  difcovery  or  'matter  to  northward^ 
cr  elfewhere^  for  the  Companfs  interefl  or  advantage^ 
■fail  not  to  let  us  know  every  year^  with  your  remarks 
and  opinion  thereupon  ^  and  we  Jhall  make  due  int- 
provements  thereof,  —  This  new  governor  Norton 
having  been  with  the  northern  Indians,  as  already 
mentioned,  and  on  board  of  Scroggs  upon  his  dif- 
covery, was  furely  capable  of  informing  the  Com- 
pany of  any  difcoveries  that  were  made  ;  but  if  he 
gave  them  any  information,  in  purfuance  of  this 
letter,  or  of  prior  diredtions,  they  have  concealed 
it  from  the  Committee,  before  whom  it  was  their 
duty  to  lay,  as  well  the  proofs  of  their  fervants 
having  executed  their  orders,  as  the  orders  them- 
felves. 

These  are  all  the  orders  and  inilru6bions  that 
have  been  given  by  the  Company  far  the  difcovery^ 
Q^  a  north-weil  pafTage  to  the  weftern  ocean  of 
America,  and  for  other  difcoveries  to  the  north- 
ward, from  the  grant  of  their  charter  to  the  year 
1736,  when  they  gave  direftions  to  Norton  and 
council  at  Churchill-river  to  fend  out  Napper  and- 
Crow  upon  that  difcovery,  at  the  folicitation  of 
Mr.  Dobbs,  which  I  fhall  recite  and  remark  upon, 
after  I  have  made  fome  obfervations  upon  Knight's 
inftrudlions  and  voyage. 

That  we  may  have  a  comprehenfive  view  of 
this  affair,  1  fhall  firft  give  the  fubftance  of  cap- 
tain Caruthers's  evidence,  which  principally  relates 
to  the  voyage  made  by  Knight. 

Captain  Cariithers,  who  was  the  only  per- 
fan  produced  in  the  Company's  defence  with  re- 
^gard  to    the    difcoveries    they  had   made  by  fea 
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and  land,    after   faying  that  he  had  putted  their 
fervice  thirty -five  years  ago^    and   that  it   was  his 
opinion  that  the  navigation  in  the  Bay  was  dan- 
gerous    and    trouble fome  \    adds    that    he    believes 
no  attempts  were  made  to  find  a   north -weft  paf- 
fage^  while  he  was  in  the  country ;    that  he  appre- 
hends  there  is  no  Juch  pajfage  *,  but  if  there  is^  it 
was  impraMicable  to  navigate   it  on  account  of  the 
ice ;  and  that  the  climate  ten  leagues   within   land  in 
Hudfon'is-Bay   was  not  much  warmer  than  at  the 
fea- floor e.      But  upon    being    crofs- examined,    he 
owned,    that  the  climate  was  warmer  within  land 
than  near  the  fhore ;   and  that  the  ice  breaks  much 
fooner  up  in  the  country  than  at  the  fea-fhore ;  for 
he  had  feen  the  ice  drive  down  the  rivers  before  it 
broke  at  the  mouth  of  thofe  rivers.     He  fays  far- 
ther,    that    Knight    was  governor     of    Nelfon- 
faftory  when  he  was  there  \  that    he  ufed   the  In- 
dians welli  and  was  very  inqiiifitive  with  them  a^ 
bout  a  copper- mine  north  of  Churchill,  which  they 
defcribed  fometimes  as  a  gold-mifie^  fometimes  as  a 
copper-mine,     That  Knight  was  very  earneft    alfo 
about  this  difcovery^   which  was  always  his  topic ; 
and  he  took   all  opportunities  of  making  prefents  to 
the  natives  ;  and  that  he^  the  witnefs,   carried  Nor- 
ton, who  was  afterward  governor^  and  two  northern 
Indians  to  Churchill,  where  he  put  them  in  a  canoe  \ 
and  the  purport  of  their    voyage  was  to  make  dif^ 
coveries^  and  e?icourage  the  Indians  to   come  down 
to  trade ^  and  to  bring  copper- ore ;    that  he  does  not 
recolleEl^  that  he  ever  heard  hovo  far  it  was  to  this 
mine^   nor  whether  there  was  aneafy  pafj'age  to  it 
by  landi   having  never  travelled  by  land  alone^  nor 
heard  of  any  expedition  of  that  kind^   except  that 
f)f  Norton  and  the  two  Indians,     It  is  evident  even 
from  this  witnefs  on  the  Company's  behalf,    that 
Knight  had  no   intention    to  find  the  north-weft 
paiTagej  all  his  thoughts  and  difcourfe  were  taken  up 
G  %  v>ifU 
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wit'li  enquiring  afcer  the  mine  :  cind  that  the  UlipS 
fitted  out  and  loll  with  him  were  not  lent  upon 
difcovering  any  pafTage,  except  the  pafiage  to 
this  copper- mine,  whicn  the  Company  were  pieaied 
to  call    the   Straits  of  Anian. 

But  to  fliew  more  particularly  the  nature  and 
deiign  of  Knight's  voyage,  let  us  confider  the 
orders  and  inftruddons  he  received  about  it,  al- 
ready  cited. 

CAPTAH^r  Knight  had  been  many  years  in 
the  Company's  lervice,  and  one  of  their  gover- 
nors, being  fent  over  to  be  governor  of  Nel- 
fon-fadory  foon  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht. 
There  was  a  Knight  made  governor  of  Albany- 
fort  as  early  as  1693,  who  probably  was  the  fame 
perfon,  as  this  man  was  near  80  years  old  when  he 
undertook  the  voyage  in  1719.  It  v/as  he 
however,  who  fixed  the  fa6tory  at  Churchill- 
river,  in  or  about  the  year  171 8,  and  fent  Nor- 
ton with  Caruthers  to  Churchill  upon  the  north- 
ern difcovery  of  the  copper- mine,  &c.  By  his 
friendly  intercourfe  with  the  northern  Indians,  he 
had  obtained  a  pretty  exa6l  knowledge  of  the 
fituation  of  the  mine,  which  he  was  confident 
he  fliould  find  out,  having  been  told  that  it  lay 
upon  a  river  near  a  navigable  inlet  or  ftrait, 
vv^hither  velTels  could  go  trom  the  Bay.  Full 
of  thefe  expectations  he  came  to  England,  to  fo- 
Jicit  the  Company  to  fit  out  two  veffels  under 
his  command,  for  the  difcovery  of  thefe  rich 
mines;  but  the  Company,  for  private  reafons,  re- 
fufed  to  comply,  probably  fearing  that  if  rich 
mines  were  found  out,  or  a  navigable  pafTage  to 
the  American  ocean  difcovered,  they  fhould  not 
be  long  in  pofTeflion  of  their  invaluable  mono- 
poly. 

Knight,   made   more   fanguine  by  an    oppofi- 
tion  which   he  could  not  expecl:,  toid   them,   that 
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they  were  obliged  by  their  charter  to  make  difcoveries 
and  extend  their  trade  \  and  particularly  to  fearch 
for  a  north-weft  paflage  by  the  ftraits  of  Anian 
to  the  fouth-fea;  but  that  if  they  wcttld  not  fit 
out  Jhips  under  him  and  Barlow  jor  the  difcovery 
he  came  ahout^  he  ivould  apply  to  the  crown,  and 
get  others  to  undertake  it ;  and  accordingly  waited 
upon  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate.  When  the 
Company  perceived  him  fo  refoiute,  and  that  his 
troublefome  zeal,  if  left  to  itfelf,  might  adually 
bring  on  an  enquiry  into  the  legality  of  their  char- 
ter, they  thought  it  neceflary  to  comply,  and 
fitted  out  the  fhip  and  Hoop  beforementioned. 
Knight  was  fo  confident  of  fuccefs,  that  he  had 
flrong  chefts  made,  bound  with  iron,  to  hold 
the  gold  and  copper-ore  which  he  expedled  :  his 
mind  was  full  of  this  fingle  difcovery ;  and  it 
was  only  to  engage  the  Company  in  it  the  more 
efFedually,  that  he  urged  their  obligations  to  find 
out  a  north- weft  paffage.  Hovv^ever,  as  he  did 
make  ufe  of  this  argument,  the  Company  could 
do  no  lefs  in  their  inftru6tions,  than  mention  the 
StJ^aits  of  Anian,  either  as  a  pafTage  to  the  weft- 
ern  ocean,  or  to  the  mines  \  but  how  ftightly 
they  have  done  it,  and  how  lame  and  imperfedt 
their  orders  are,  the  reader  may  eafily  perceive. 
Knight's  inflruclions  are  to  find  the  ftraits  of 
Anian,  in  order  to  difcover  gold  and  other  valu- 
able comxmodities  to  the  northward. — ^  Bar'ovN/  is 
ordered  to  go  where  Knight  fijall  fend  him  •,  but  is 
limited  exj^refly  to  the  7iortb'ward  and  weflward  of 
64  deg.  in  Hudfon's-Eay.  Why  they  obliged 
him  not  to  fail  to  the  fouthward  of  64  deg.  co 
difcover  Anian,  Vvhich  lay  in  near  50  deg.  lac 
cannot  be  accounted  for,  unlefs  it  was  to  defeat 
the  difcovery  ;  nor  why  we'lward  of  64  deg.  lac 
in  the  Bay,  when  no  longitude  was  mentioned  : 
this  feems  to  be  a  blunder  ^  for  I  cannot  fuppofe 
c    1  *       it 
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it  Ignorance.  Vaughan's  inftrudions  are  the 
fame,  //  they  kept  together-^  hut  in  cafe  of  fepa- 
ration^  he  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  6^  deg.  and 
from  thence  northerly^  to  find  out  Anian :  but 
can  any  inftrudions  be  more  abfiird,  to  confine 
him  to  go  from  64  deg.  northward,  to  find  a  ftrait 
which  lay  fouth-wefl  ?  The  inftru(5lions,  in  cafe 
of  Knight's  death,  were  the  fame,  to  fail  to  64 
deg.  It  is  evident  therefore,  that  the  Company 
had  no  intention  to  find  out  Anian,  or  a  paffage 
to  the  weftern  American  ocean,  but  only  to  de- 
feat Knight's  fcheme ;  and  Anian  was  thrown  in- 
to their  indrudions  for  a  plaufible  pretence :  and 
indeed  from  fuch  trifling  paragraphs  as  were  pro- 
duced before  the  Committee,  it  appears  plainly, 
that  they  made  known  only  thofe  things  that 
fet  their  condud;  in  a  favourable  light  ;  for  they 
were  fenfible  that  their  original  books  and  papers 
would  have  opened  a  very  different  fcene,  and 
difproved  the  falfe  reprefentations  they  have  given 
of  the  country,  chmate,  and  trade  of  Hudibn*s- 
Bay. 

How  far  they  were  difgufled  at  this  voyage,  ap- 
pears from  their  not  interefting  themfcives  in  the 
fafety  of  the  Ships  and  their  crews,  having  never 
fent  to  enquire  after  them.  When  Kelfey  only 
propofed  to  winter  to  the  northward  (as  they 
thought)  of  Churchill,  they  were  exceedingly  anx- 
ious for  him  and  his  people ;  but  poor  Knight, 
^ho  they  ^c\^no\i\tQgt  had  long  ferved  them  faithful- 
ly^ and  whom  they  v/ould  have  it  believed  they 
had  themfelves  fent  out  upon  a  very  advantageous 
difcovery,  he  was  not  worth  their  care :  if  they 
had  felt  the  leafl  regard  for  him  and  his  people, 
they  would  have  ordered  the  governor  of  Churchill 
to  enquire  of  the  northern  Indians  about 
their  Ihips,  or  have  ordered  out  a  fioop  in 
fearch  of  thern  :  but  they  did  neither  j    and  fuch 
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ccn^l  negligence  Is  not  very  reconcileable  with  4p| 
approbation  of  his  voyage.  —  At  firft  indeed  it 
was  fuppofed  that  Scroggs  had  been  fent  north- 
ward to  enquire  after  them  ;  but,  upon  producing 
their  inftru6tions  to  Scroggs,  nothing  like  this 
appeared. 

The  laft  and  only  Ipecious  pretence  of  an  at- 
tempt to  difcover  the  north- weft  pafiage,  was  their 
fending  Napper  and  Crow  to  the  northward,  in 
1737,  at  thefolicitationof  Mr.  Dobbs :  and  the  in- 
flrudlions  they  gave  for  this  purpofe  were  pro- 
duced before  the  Committee,  confiftingof  aletter  to 
Norton  in  N°.  XVI,  wherein  they  gave  him  in- 
ftru6tions  to  fend  them  ;  and  of  a  paper  in  N°.  XX, 
which  contains  the  inftrudions  drawn  up  for  them 
by  Norton,  by  the  Company's  order :  but  as  the 
inftrudlions  are  long,  I  fliall  only  extrad  the  mate- 
rial part  of  them. 

To  Mr.  Norton  a^  prince  of  Wales's- fort,  6rh 
of  Alay,  ^-73^'  ^Ve  do  hereby  order,  upon  the  arrival  of 
captain  Spurrel  ^.W  captain  Coates  at  Churchill-riverj 
this  year,  which  may  probably  be  in  July,  1736, 
that  you  fit  out  the  ChurchiJI-floop,  James  Napper 
m after,  and  the  Murqiiafn-rioop,  with  all  expedition 
for  the  fea,  the  one  to  carry  twelve  Jailors,  and  the 
other  fix-,  alfo  to  take  three  or  four  home  Indians,  and 
to  fail  direSily  as  far  as  Sir  T.  Roe's  Welcome,  to 
find  out  a  proper  Bay  or  harbour  to  lie  fecitre  in,  and 
trade  with  the  Indians ;  alfo  to  pitch  a  tent  on  the 
land,  and  make  obfervations  how  far  diftant  from 
trees,  and  what  the  foil  is,  and  to  endeavour  to  prmnote 
a  trade,  by  perfuading  the  Indians  to  kill  whales,  fea- 
horfes,  and  feals,  for  whale-finn,  ivory,  fed-fdns 
and  oil,  in  the  bzft  manmr  they  can,  fifing  them 
very  civilly  %  and  to  acquaint  them  that  the  flcop  will 
return  the  next  opening  of  the  ice,  to  the  fame  bay  or 
harbour^  ^c,  IVe  likewife  order,  that  the  two 
c   -f  fl^'OpS 
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Jlocps  he  fitted  out  with  all  properneceJfarieSy  and  the 
fame  number  of  men,  early  the  next  fpring,  which  maybe 
the  beginning  of  July,  1737,  or  fo oner ;  aj^d  that  they 
he  direct,  ed  to  fail  clofe  along  the  weftern  fhcre,  trading 
with  the  Indians  as  far  as  the  Welcome,  and  pitch  a 
tent  on  f aid  land,  and  flay  there  trading  with  the  In- 
dians, and  digging  in  fear ch  of  m.ines,  and  to  obferveand 
'View  the  land,  until  the  fiip  pall  call  on  yen  which 
goes  cut  of  England  next  year,  which  we  propofe  to 
give  direhions  to  the  commanders  fo  to  dc,  and  may 
po^fihly  arrive  24th  July,  1737;  and  in  cafe  fl:^e 
arrive,  you  are  to  fail  with  them  as  far  to  the  north- 
ward as  pcJJible,  and  endeavour  to  make  what  dif- 
ccveries  you  can,  and  keep  a  particular  account  of 
every  tranfa5fion  that  fhaJl  happen  ;  but  if  the  fljip 
don't  come  before  20th  Auguil,  1737,  you  are  to 
return  to  Churchill-river.  —  //  is  our  order  that  the 
maftcrs  be  very  particular  and  exa5i  in  foundings 
taking  an  account  of  the  current  of  the  tide,  the  rife 
and  fall  at  ebb  and  high  water,  and  the  diftance 
cf  the  time  of  flood,  and  enter  them  in  proper  jour- 
nals to  he  delivered  to  the  chief  of  the  fafiory,  to 
he  tranfmitted  to  us.  —  }Ve  have  entertained  Ro'^'Crt 
Crov^  for  two  years,  and  appoint  him  mafier  of  the 
Mufquaih-iloop  to  proceed  on  the  difcovery,  in  com- 
pany with  Napper  ;  and  in  cafe  of  Napper's  death, 
we  appoint  Mr.  Light  to  be  mafier  of  the  Churchill 
fioop,  and  to  proceed  on  the  voyage.  Thefe  inilruc- 
tions  v/cre  fent  to  Norton  ;  out  of  which  he  forms 
inflrudions  for  Napper  and  Crow.  Orders  and 
infiruaions  to  Mr.  James  Napper  on  his  voyage 
upon  dJfcovery  to  the  northward  in  Kudicn's-Bay. 
I'oii  are  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  to  fail  to  the 
northward  in  Huofon's-Bay  upon  difcovery,  in  company 
with  Crow,  whcfe  ccrnpany  you  are  to  keep  as  long 
fi.s  you  can  do  it  with  fafety  -,  his  floop  being  of  lefs 
draught   of  water,    is  fitteft  to  make  free  with  the 

pore.y 


(  41  ) 

Jhore^  among  ijlands  or  in  hays^  i£c,  in  order  to  difcover 
harbours  of  fafety  for  Jhippingy  or  any  thing  elf e  that 
may  tend  to  the  inter efi  of  the  Company,  Ton  are  to 
fail  clofe  along  the  weftern  fhore,  making  difcovery 
into  the  Welcome,  for  a  proper  hay  or  harbour  for 
Jhips  to  lie  in^  in  or  as  near  the  Welcome  as  can  be 
founds  and  to  pitch  a  tent  on  land^  making  obferva- 
tions^  &c.  Thefe  you  are  to  enter  in  proper  journals ^ 
to  he  delivered  to  me  cr  the  chief  of  this  fa^ory^  to 
he  fent  to  the  Company ^  figning  the  original^  the 
copies  to  he  kept  here^  which  you  are  to  make  before 
you  arrive  at  the  factory.  Tou  are  to  trade  with 
all  the  natives  you  meet  in  your  voyage^  and  perfuade 
them  to  kill  whales y  &c.  —  to  the  purport  of  the 
former  inftrudion.  Tou  are  to  continue  upon  dif- 
covery in  or  near  the  Welcome,  ////  the  24th  July, 
and  then  make  the  heji  of  your  way  to  Whale- cove, 
there  to  wait  a  fdp's  arrival  frofn  England,  making 
there  the  heforemeniio7id  fearch  for  mmes^  i£c.  and 
trading  with  /Zy  natives  ////  the  12  th  of  Auguft; 
and  if  a  fhip  does  not  then  arrive ^  you  are  to  confult 
with  Crow  and  other s^  either  to  jlay  till  the  20th 
of  Auguft,  or  to  return  to  Churchill,  as  the 
weather  offer s^  purfuant  to  the  Company's  inflruc- 
tions ;  but  if  a  floip  arrives  in  that  time^  you  are 
to  fail  with  her  as  far  to  the  northward  as  poffihle^ 
and  make  what  difcoveries  you  can^  entering  all 
tranfa^ions  in  a  journal^  as  before  mentioned.  I 
have  ffjipped  on  hoard  you  thirteen  weeks  provifion 
for  eleven  men.  So  God  fend  you  a  fuccefsful  difcovery 
and  to  return  in  fafety.  —  By  order  of  the  honour- 
able  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  <^;;^  committee 
of  the  Hudlbn's-Bay  Company.  Prince  of  V/ales^s- 
forty  July  4//:^,  ^IZl'  '^^^^  copia.  Crow's  in- 
flru6lions  are  the  fame,  only  in  cafe  of feparation 
before  they  get  to  V/h ale- cove,  after  waiting  a 
few  days^  to  return /<?  Churchill- river, 
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The  reader,  X  doubt  not,  has  obfervcd  a  material 
difference  betwixt  the  inftrudions  fent  by  the 
Company  and  thofe  given  by  Norton  :  whether 
it  was  owing  to  a  blunder  of  Norton's,  or  origi- 
nally intended  by  the  Company,  I  Ihall  not  pretend 
to  determine  j  but  it  could  do  no  lefs  than  defeat 
the  difcovery.  The  Company  order  the  fioops  to 
go  to  the  Welcome,  and  wait  for  Jhips  they  will 
order  to  meet  them  there,  frcm  England,  which 
they  expeci  maybe  by  the  i^xh  July,  ij^J  \  and  if 
they  arrive^  to  fail  with  them  to  the  northward  \ 
hut  if  they  do  not  come  by  the  20th  of  Augufl, 
then  to  make  the  bejl  of  their  way  to  Churchill ; 
but  Norton  bids  them  continue  upon  difcovery, 
in  or  near  the  Welcome,  till  the  24th  of  July  •, 
and  then  to  make  the  hefi  of  their  way  to  Whale- 
cove,  and  there  to  wait  a  fhip^s  arrival  from  Eng- 
land till  the  i^thof  Auguft  ;  and  if  the  fhip 
ihould  arrive  there  by  this  time^  then  to  fail  with 
them  to  the  northward  •,  but  if  fhe  (hould  not  by 
that  time  arrive^  then  to  confult  with  Crow  and 
ethers^  whether  to  wait  till  the  20th,  or  to  return 
immediately  to  Churchill,  But  if  the  Company 
had  adlually  intended  to  order  any  fhip  to  call 
from  England,  it  muft,  in  confequence  of  their 
own  initru^lions,  have  called  at  the  Wilcome^  and 
not  at  Whale- cove^  as  Norton  has  dire&d,  who  by 
changing  the  pLce  of  rendezvous  efFedually  de- 
feated the  difcovery.  Tk7/  fuch  fhip  arrived^  they 
were  only  direcSted  to  fail  along  the  weft-coafl  to  the 
Welcome,  and  there  to  look  out  for  a  harbour ;  hut 
not  to  fearch  for  inlets^  or  make  any  obfervations  but 
about  the  bearings  of  head- lands,  foundings,  and 
currents  -,  nor  to  do  any  thing  more  but  encourage  the 
natives  to  catch  whales,  &c.  and  after  the  arrival 
cf  the  foip^  they  were  to  proceed  upon  the  difcovery  5 
but  even  then  were  limited  to  fearch  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  Welcome,  v/ithout  any  order  to  fearch 
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fouthward.  Now  it  is  apparent,  that  no  Ihips  were 
ordered  to  meet  thefe  people  from  England;  if 
they  were,  the  Company  could  and  ought  to  have 
produced  their  inftrudions  for  that  purpofe; 
which  not  doing,  they  tacitly  confefs  that  they 
never  ordered  any  Ihips  to  meet  them,  nor  per- 
haps ever  intended  it.  It  is  probable  therefore, 
that  private  inftrudions  were  given  to  Norton, 
counter  to  thofe  they  gave  publicly  for  the  (loops  ; 
for  the  floops  did  noif  at  all  follow  thefe  public 
inflrudions.  It  is  plain  by  their  journal,  that 
they  had  no  intention  to  fail  to  the  Welcome,  but 
only  to  Whale-cove,  in  62  deg.  30  min  •,  nor  to 
fail  northward,  till  after  they  could  procure  no 
more  trade  there.  They  ftaid  till  the  27th  July, 
pretending  they  were  blocked  up  by  ice  ;  tho* 
Smith  in  three  or  four  voyages  after  this,  met  with 
no  obftrudlions  from  the  ice  ;  and  then  Crow  fays, 
the  27th  (for  Napper  was  dead)  there  being  n(y 
more  trade^  and  being  limited  by  our  infiruBions  to 
return  the  24th,  we  could  not  fail  to  6^  deg.  20  min. 
as  we  were  ordered,  but  returned  to  Churchill :  they 
no  where  mention  their  expedation  of  a  fhip  ;  nor 
was  6'^  deg.  20  min.  whither  Crow  fays  he  was 
ordered,  any  part  of  the  Welcome,  which  lay 
from  64  to  6^  deg.  nor  have  they  in  their  journals 
made  any  obfervations  upon  the  foil,  tides,  mines, 
&c.  as  direded  in  the  inftrudions  which  are  pub- 
lifhed.  Upon  the  whole  it  appears,  that  not  any  of 
thefe  papers  can  be  depended  upon  as  genuine; 
being  modelled  to  fecure  a  feififh  concealment  of 
the  countries  about  the  Bay,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  interefl:  and  rights  of  Britain. 

Having  now  gone  through  the  Company's 
orders  and  inflrudions  for  promoting  trade  and 
difcoveries,  I  fhail  make  fome  obfervations  upon 
the  other  papers  produced  before  the  Committee ; 
and  firfb  upon  thofe  in  No.  XXI  and  XXII,  con- 
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taining  the  Company's  reafons  for  trebling  their 
ftock,  firft  in  1690,  and  afterwards  in  1720. 
In  September,  1690,  it  was  moved  by  fever al  in 
a  committee  to  double  or  treble  their  Jlock^  as  hath 
been  defigned  fome  years  fince^  and  praEiifed  by  an- 
other Company  with  extraordinary  fuccefs  and  ad- 
vantage^ who  upon  debate  unanimoujly  voted  it  to  be 
trebled.  They  then  confulted  the  many  motives  to 
do  it :  and  being  defirous  to  make  the  ftock  as  diffufive 
amongft  his  majefty's  fubjedls  as  pofTible,  and  mere 
and  more  a  national  intereft ;  to  juftify  their  proceed- 
ings^ they  fet  down  fome  of  the  grounds  and  motives 
which  induced  them  to  treble  it,  viz.  Firil,  that 
they  had  in  their  warehoufes  above  the  value  of  their 
criginal  ftock.  Secondly,  that  they  had  fent  out 
in  their  fhips  and  cargo  that  year  above  the  value 
cf  their  firft  ftock^  upon  which  they  expelled  as  WAich 
profit.  Thirdly,  that  their  faSiories  at  Port-Nelfon, 
^j;;^  New- Severn,  are  under  an  increafing  trade ^  and 
that  their  returns  that  year  they  expected  would 
he  worth  £  20,000.  Fourthly,  their  forts^  fac- 
tories^ guns,  &c.  and  the  profpeti  of  new  fettlcmsnts 
end  further  trade.,  may  be  eftimated  at  a  confiderable 
value.  And  Fifthly,  the  expectation  of  fatisfaBtcn 
from  France  at  the  end  of  the  war,  and  reftoring 
their  places  and  trade  at  the  bottom  of  the  Bay  •, 
which,  upon  proof,  was  made  out  above  ;£  100,000. 
Upon  which  motives  and  other  prudential  reafons 
which  might  be  alleged,  the  committee  did,  and  do, 
nnanimoufty  refolve  and  declare,  that  the  original 
ftock  fhall  be  and  is  trebled,  viz.  pT  10,500,  original 
ftock  fh all  be  deemed  ayid  computed  at  £^1,^00  ftock 
cr  credit ;  and  each  inter e^ent  foall  have  bis  ftock 
trebled  in  the  Company^ s  books-,  and  no  perfon  faall 
have  ^  vote  who  has  left  than  ;£  300  credit  -,  nor  be 
capable  of  being  of  the  committee,  who  has  not  £  600 
ftock  or  credit  -,  andfo  proportion  ably  in  all  other  things., 
according  to  the  charter.  —  It  mufl  be  owned,    tliac 
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fame  of  their  reafons  for  trebling   their  flock  arc 
unexceptionably  good,  particularly   thofe  of  mak- 
ing it  more   difFtifive  afnongjl  all  his  majeftys  fuh- 
jecfs^      and    more    and    more  a  national  intereft; 
and  the  haviyig  as  much  more  in  their  warehoufes 
as  their  original  ftock^   provided  it  was  to  be  ad- 
ded to  their  flock  in  trade  to  increafe  their  annual 
exports.     But  how  they  could  urge  the  profped: 
of    their    gains    upon   the  year's    trade,    or   the 
iTiOney  funk  in  building  their  fadtories,    or   their 
future  demand  upon  the  French,   as   additions  to 
their  ilock,    is  not  quite  fo  comprehenfible :   nor 
is  iteafy  to  account,  how  their  loiTes  by  the  French 
fnould,  upon  fofmall  a  capital  as^T  10,500,  amount 
to    ;^  100,000,    (or  ^  150,000,    as  was  fet  forth 
in  their  petition  to  parliament,  as  an   inducement 
to    pafs   an  adl  for  a   perpetual   confirmation    of 
their  charter;)    for  their  whole   lofs  was  confined 
to  the  fmail  fadtories  at  Rupert,   Moofe,  and  Al- 
bany, which  could  not  amount  to  the  tenth  part 
of  that  fum ;    unlefs  they  included  in  the  eilimate, 
the  gain  they  might  have  made  upon  their  trade  in 
the  time  they   were  out  of    pofTefTion.     Neither 
can  I  fee,  when  no  new  fubfcriptions   were  taken 
in,   how  the  trebling   their  flock  could   make  it 
more  diffiifive  amcngft  the  reft  of  his  majeftfs  fuh- 
jecis^   which  was   the   only    good  national    reafon 
for  taking  this  flep.     As  the  whole  was  nominal, 
it  could   be   of  no   real  benefit  to  the  proprietors, 
nor  to  the  nation,    unlefs  they  had  determined  to 
treble  their  annual  exports ;    it  can  therefore  only 
be   fuppofed,    that  having  jufl  obtained   an  a6l  to 
conhrm  their  charter  for  feven  years,  they  thought 
it  pruaent  to  make  a  fhow  of  doing  fomething  to 
increale  their  trade,  that  they  might  be  entituled 
to  a  renewal  v/hea  that  ad  expired ;  an  expedla- 
tion,  bv  the  way,  not  very  fubftantially  founded, 
as  the  ad  v^as  alteied  by  the  Lords,  from  tzn  years, 
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f6r  which  term  it  had  pafled  the  Commons,  to 
feven  years  ♦,  and  as  the  Commons,  having  been 
almoft  furprized  into  a  confirmation  of  their  char- 
ter for  ever,  upon  their  granting  it  only  for  a  few 
years,  entered  a  (landing  order,  that  no  petition 
Ihould  be  received  for  confirming  any  charter, 
unlefs  the  charter  itfelf  was  annexed  to  the  peti- 
tion. But  it  is  evident,  that  the  chief  motive  for 
trebling  their  flock  was,  that  their  dividends 
would  appear  fmaller  upon  a  large  nominal  capi- 
tal, than  upon  a  real  fmall  capital  -,  the  only  good 
reafon  for  trebling  their  ftock,  the  making  it  more 
diffu/ive  amongft  his  majeftfs  fuhje£fs^  and  mors 
and  more  a  national  interefl,  having  never  taken 
place;  for  the  flock  is  not  fet  up  to  public  fale, 
but  confined  to  about  ninety  members,  as  appears 
by  their  lifl  of  proprietors  produced  before  the 
Committee. 

No.*  XXII,  contains  reafons  and  refolutions  for 
the  Hudfon's-Bay  Company  again  trebling  their 
flock  in  1720. 

At  a  committee,  29th  Augufl,  1720.  Tihe 
iommittee^  purfuant  to  the  order  of  the  general 
iourt^  havmg  taken  into  conftderation  the  moft 
proper  method  for  raifing  money  for  enlarging  and 
extending  the  Company's  trade  to  Hudfon's-Bay  and 
Bufs-ifiand  •,  and  for  the  more  effectual  putting  in 
execution  the  powers  and  privileges  granted  them  by 
their  charter^  do  make  the  following  refolutions^  viz. 
nat  according  to  the  hefi  account  and  calculation 
that  can  he  made  of  the  quick  and  dead  flock  and 
lands,  the  fa?nc  may  he  computed  to  amount  to 
£  94,500,  at  a  moderate  computation. 

That   the  jcrntor  capital  flock  of  this  Company 

he  enlarged  to  ;f378,ooo,  and  divided  into   3780 

Jhares   of  £  1 00  each ;    and  that  the  prefent  flock 

being  £  3 1 ,500,  ^r  3 1 5  fhareSy  be  made  and  reckoned 

945    f^Gres,    and  valued    at    ^100    each   fbare^ 

'which 
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which  amounts  to  j^  94,500,   and  to   he  clear  mid 
difcharged  of  all  the  payments  to  be  made  for  enlarg-- 
ing   the   flock  to    ;^  378,000.      'J^hat  the   fum   of 
£  283,500    he  raifed  by  the  prefent  members^    and 
to  be  engrafted  on  the  prefent  fiock^    valuing  each 
fhare  at    £  100,    to  compleat  the  faid  £  378,000. 
'^hat  each  member  for  every  £  100  by  him  fubfcribedy 
fjjall  be  entituled  to  one  fhare  in  the  Company* s  flock* 
That  the  ti^nes  of  payment  be  as  follows^  viz,    ;^  10 
per   cent,  paid  the  7th  of  September  next -,     £10 
per  cent,  on  the  6th   of  December  next ;  and  fo  on^ 
£10  per  cent,    every  three  months^   till  the  whole  is 
paid  in.     That  a  proper  inftrument  be  prepared  for 
thefe  purpofes^  and  the  Company'' s  feal  affixed  thereto  ; 
and  that  fucb   of  the  prefent  members  as  are  willing^ 
may  fnhfcribe^    obliging    themfelves    to  advance  and 
rnife  fuch  fums  as  they  [hall  fet  down  againfl  their 
fefpe^ive  names,     That  no  member  fhall  be  capable 
cf  being  governor^   or  of  the  committee^  who  has  'not 
in  his  own  name  and  right  £  1 800,  or  \%  fhares  in 
the  flock  ;  and  of  giving  a  vote  in  any  ele£tion^  or 
any  gefieral  courts  who  has  not  £  900,  or  9  fhares  in 
the  fiock  \  which  refolutions  were  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  J  and  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  general  court 
the   next   day^  — •  which   the    court    next   day   con- 
firmed. 

At  a  general  court  23d  December,  lyzo.— 
The  governor  acquainted  the  court,  that  by  reafon 
of  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  money  and  deadnefs  of 
credit,  the  coriimittee  did  not  think  it  a  proper  time 
to  proceed  upon  the  fubfcription  agreed  to  in  Auguft 
laft  \  and  then  ordered  the  fecretary  to  read  the  opi- 
nion of  the  committee  of  this  day^  viz.  - —  Refolved 
that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the 
faid  fubfcripticn  be  vacated  *,  and  that  the  Company^ s 
feal  be  taken  off  from  the  faid  injlrument.  —  And, 
That  each  fiibfcriber  fhatl  have  £■.  70  fiock  for  each 
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;f.  10  l?y  him  paid  in^  —  which  refclutions  were  a- 
greed  to  by  this  court. 

In  thefe  refolutions  of  trebling  their  ftock,  the 
only  reafons  alleged  for  it  were,  the  enlarging  and 
extending  their  trade  to  Hudfon's-Bay  and  Bufs- 
ifland  :  fo  that  the  unanimous  opinion  at  this  time 
was,    that  their  trade  might  be  enlarged  and  ex- 
tended by    increafmg  their    capital  and   (tock    in 
trade;    and  that  at  leafl    ^T  94,500   might  be  an- 
nually employed  in  trade ;    for  that  fum  was  de- 
figned  adually  to  have  been    raifed,    over   and   a- 
bove  the  prefent  ftock  in  trade.     But  all  the  late 
allegations  of  the  Company  before  the  Committee, 
tended   to   fhew,    that  the  trade  could  not  be  ex- 
tended or  increafed ;  and  that  they  had  done  their 
utmoft  for   this,   by  exporting  annually  goods  to 
the  value  of  three  or  four  thoufand  pounds.     If 
this  had    been    the   cafe  alfo   in    1720,    and   the 
Company  neither    intended    nor    had  it  in    their 
power  to  extend  the  trade,     the  new    fubfcription 
taken  from  their  own    members  m-uft   have  been 
defigned  as  a  bubble,  to  draw  in  others  who  v;ere 
not  proprietors  -,    by   which  each    member  would 
gain  in  cafh   £  200  per  cent,    and    the  Company 
actually  have  ;(^  94,500  paid  in  cadi,   which,    ac- 
cording to  their  own  declaration,  could  not  have 
been    employed   in  trade.     To    explain  this  ;  the 
Company,   before  they  took  in  the  new  fubfcrip- 
tion,  trebled  their  nominal  ftock  by  a  grofs  com- 
putation of  their   dead    and  living  ftock,    lands, 
&c.   which  had  in  like  manner  been  done  before 
in    1690,    by    a    computation    produced,    from 
£  10,500  to  31,500  ;   but  now,  without  any  com- 
putation   produced,    to    £  94,500 :    this   nominal 
ftock  they  were  to  increafe  to  £  378,000,  by  add- 
ing a  fubfcription  from   their   own  members    of 
£  283,500  to   be  made  in  payments    of  /  10  per 
cent  every  three  months,  till  the  whole  was  railed. 

Now 
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New  if  this  £  10  per  cent  was  to  be  paid 
Upon  their  newjy  trebled  capital  of  £  94,500^ 
^9450  would  have  been  paid  in  every  three 
months,  and  the  whole  ujbfcripticn  of  £  iS^,  5C0 
completed  in  feven  years  and  a  half:  but  if 
only  ;£  3150  was  to  re  pciid  in  every  three  months 
upon  their  former  capital  of /'^  3 1,500,  then  twenty- 
two  years  and  a  half  would  have  been  n(?cefiary 
to  complete  the  Vv^hole  fiim  j  which  could  not  an- 
fwer  the  end  propofeds  of  extending  and  improv- 
ing their  trade  in  any  reafonable  time  :  and  yet  it 
appears  from  their  increafed  capital  in  No.  XVIII, 
that  the  ;^  10  per  cent  paid  in  amounted  to  no 
more  than  ^  3150J  for  tho*  at  the  general  court 
the  members  were  allowed  ^30  flock  foi*  each 
^^  10  they  had  paid  in,  their  capital  was  increafed 
only  from  £  94*500  to  £  103,500,  produced 
before  the  Committee  as  the  prefent  capital. 
How  then  was  the  fum  of  £  283,500,  to  be 
raifed  in  feven  years  and  a  half  ?  Why  probably 
thus,^— every  member  was  allowed  a  fliare  of  £  30 
{iock  for  every  ;^  I o  he  paid  in,  and  confequent- 
^y  £3^0  for  ;^  100.  Now  by  bringing  this 
^100  fhare  to  market,  he  would  have  have  got 
£  300,  and  the  purchafer  have  flood  poiTefTed  of 
three  fhares  in  the  Company's  flock  of  £  iQO 
each*  So  that  by  the  time  the  whole  was  com- 
pleted, the  original  micmbers  Vv^ould  have  received 
£  189,000  for  their  own  ufe,  and  the  Com- 
pany £  94,500  to  be  employed  in  trade  or  in 
any  way  they  pleafed :  and  this  defign  feems 
only  to  have  been  fruftrated  by  the  fudden  fall  of 
fouth-fea  and  other  flocks^  which  deprived  them 
of  purchafers :  however,  they  fucceeded  fo  far 
as  to  raife  their  nominal  flock  from  ^T  31,500  to 
£  103,500.  It  is  fcarce  v/orth  maentioning,  that 
one  of  the  refolutions  pafied  in  this  Committee 
of  Augufl  25th  1720,    by  which  every  man  who 
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lias  not  nine  fliares  of  ^^  loo  each,  is  deprived  of 
his  right  to  vote  at  any  ele(flion  or  in  any  general 
court,  is  a  manifeil  violation  of  their  charter  j 
which  exprefly  fays,  that  each  member  lliall  have 
one  vote  for  every  £  lOO  he  has  in  flock,  and  fo  pro- 
portionably  for  more  or  lefs  j  ten  perfons  having 
only  £  lo  each  in  a  joint  flock,  to  have  one  vote 
amiOngfl  them. 

By  the  flandard  of  their  trade  in  No.  XIX,  we 
may  fee  how  vail  a  price  is  charged  to  the  na- 
tives upon  the  goods  given  them  Jii^xchange 
for  their  furs,  which  are  all  valuffT  by  the  beaver 
fkin  as  the  ftandard.  Thus  for  a  quart  of  Eng- 
lifli  fpirits  which  the  Company  export  at  fix- 
pence,  and  before  they  fell  it  to  the  natives  mix  it 
with  one  third  water,  which  reduces  it  to  four- 
pence  ;  they  take  a  beaver  ficin,  which  has  beers 
fold  at  the  Company's  fale,  at  a  medium  of  ten 
years  f,  for  fix  fliillings  three  farthings  the  pound 
weight,  and  a  beaver  fkin  generally  weighs  a  pound 
and  half  J  fo  that  they  get  nine  fhillings  and  one  pen- 
ny for  four  pence,  which  is  £  2700  per  cent  profit. 
Upon  other  articles  not  fo  material  they  do  not  gain 
above  £  500  or  £  600  per  cent :  but  in  exchange 
for  martins  the  profit  is  double  of  that  upon 
beaver  ;  for  they  value  three  martins  only  as  one 
beaver,  and  thofe,  at  a  medium  of  ten  years, 
have  fold  for  fix  fhillings  a  fkin.  It  appears  alfo  from 
the  flandard,  that  one  third  more  is  charged  upon 
many  articles  at  Nelfon  and  Churchill-fadories, 
than  at  Moofe  and  Albany  5  thofe  faftories  being 
farther  from  the  French,  who  till  within  thefe 
few  years  had  not  intercepted  the  trade  there  j 
and  not  content  even  with  this  extravagant  pro- 
fit, the  fadors  are  allowed  to  fell  their  goods 
confiderably   above  the  flandard,   which  is  called 
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the  profit  upon  the  overplus  trade:  yet  with 
all  this  advance  upon  their-  goods,  the  profit  of 
the  Company  is  reduced,  by  the  expence  ol* 
management,  iliipping,  fadories,  officers  and 
Servants,  to  a  little  more  than  £  200  per  cent* 
For  by  a  medium  of  ten  years  trade,  (N"» 
XXIV.)  their  fales  amount  annually  to  /J  ^^75354  t 
5 :  5  4  j  ^^^  ^heir  expences,  N".  XXIII,  to 
^f  19,417:  S:  6:  their  nett  profit  therefore,  at 
the  fame  medium,  amounts  to ;^  7936  :  16  :  11  -*, 
which  upon  £  s6'/4.:  3  :  i  -|,  their  annual  ex^ 
port  at  the  fame  medium,  is  about  £216  per 
cent  profit  upon  the  annual  flock  in  trade,  and 
near  £  y  ^  upon  the  nominal  capital  of  £  103,9^0* 
But  this  expence  would  be  confiderably  lelfened^ 
except  in  the  article  of  freight,  if  the  trade  was 
laid  open,  the  countries  fettled,  and  polTefllon^ 
fecured  without  charge  j  whilfl  both  the  exports 
and  imports  would  be  vaftly  increafed,  perhaps 
to  one  hundred  tim.es  the  prefent  value,  as  we 
find  it  is  in  other  colonies ;  and  here  is  a  fcope 
of  country  fufficient,  by  proper  cultivation  and 
due  encouragement  to  '  the  natives,  to  fupporC 
the  computation. 

In  the  lift-  of  fubfcribers  in  N^  VIII,  which  are 
rated  at  about  ninety,  the  King's  name  is  placed  at 
the  head  ;  but  the  King  was  not  originally  a  pro- 
prietor, merely  as  King,  and  confequently  can  be 
none  now  without  having  been  a  purchafer  :  all 
that  is  referved  by  the  charter  for  him,  is  two  elks 
and  two  black  beavers,  as  often  as  he  faall  land  in 
thofe  countries.  However,  within  thefe  twenty  y ear*?^ 
the  Company  have  made  three  or  four  payments^ 
by  way  of  douceur,  to  her  late  Majefly,  and  fince 
her  death  to  his  prefent  Majefly  :  tho'  the  firfl: 
payment  was  not  made  till  Mr.  Dobbs  had  firil 
follicited  them,  and  afterv/ards  the  admiralty,  to 
lead  out  iliips  for  the  difcovery  of  a  north- vv'efl: 
d  2  paiTage 
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pal&ge  •,  when  bting  apprehenflve  tliat  the  legality 
oi"  their  charter  might  be  brought  into  queilion^ 
they  thought  it  prudent  to  endeavour  to  fecure  an  in- 
terefl  in  the  government :  they  therefore  attended  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  and  informed  him  that  there 
was  an  arrear  due  from  them  to  the  late  queen 
Mary,  amounting  to  feveral  thoufand  pounds, 
which  they  apprehended  the  prefent  queen  was 
entitled  to^  as  no  part  of  it  had  been  paid  to 
queen  Anne-,  alleging  that  queen  Mary  was  a 
proprietor  j  in  virtue,  I  fuppoie,  of  her  relation* 
Hiip  to  Prince  Rupert,  who  was  an  original  pro- 
prietor. Accordingly,  a  fum.,  at  the  rate  of 
two  or  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum  profit 
upon  the  trade,  was  paid  to  Sir  Robert  upon  his 
Majeily's  account ;  and  while  he  continued  in  the 
treafury,  another  Tmall  fum  was  paid  upon  the 
lame  account ;  and  fmce  that  time  two  other 
fmall  fums,  which  the  treafury  was  obliged  to  re* 
ceive  implicitly  j  for  the  Company  excufed  them* 
feives  from  producing  their  books  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  tho*  urged  to  do  it  as  the  only  authentic 
proof,  that  his  Majefl:y  was  entitled  to  any 
ihare,  and  that  the  fum  paid  was  the  exa6b  a* 
mount  of  ir.  The  circumftances  of  which  be- 
haviour evidently  fhevv^,  with  wdiat  view  they 
made  this  facrifice^  and  with  what  viev/  they 
now  p'ace  the  King's  name  at  the  head  of  the 
lift  of  proprietors  -,  \kilt  refiecling,  that  if  at  any 
time  their  monopoly  and  charter  fliould  be 
proved  illegal,  and  injurious  to  the  trade  of 
Britain,  his  Majelty  would  be  induced  to  fkreen 
them  by  any  furrender  that  is  in  their  power 
to   make. 

Pi'  was  fiifpeded,  and  upon  good  foundation, 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Company,  which  is 
eledive  by  the  charter,  had  made  themfelves 
abrolute    and  unchangeable,     by.   engroffing    the 
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greater  part  of  the  itcck;  fo  that  no  general 
court  could  oblige  them  to  produce  their  books, 
nor  call  them  to  an  account  eveq  for  the 
groireil  mifmanagement.  At  the  requefl:,  there- 
tore,  of  the  petitioners,  it  was  moved,  that  the 
Company  Ihould  be  ordered  to  give  in  a  lift  of 
their  proprietors,  diftlnguifliing  how  many  fliares 
each  perlbn  polTefled  of  the  ftock,  that  it 
might  appear  in  how  few  hands  the  bulk  of  it 
lay :  but  this  being  ftrongly  oppofecl,  from  a 
perfuafion  that  a  compliance  with  it  would  expofe 
the  fecrets  of  the  Company,  and  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  mere  curiofity  and  of  no  im.portance 
to  the  public,  v/ho  held  the  ftock  ;  and  the  peti- 
tioners apprehending,  that  debating  thefc  points 
would  too  much  retard  the  principal'  bufmef^, 
this  motion  Vv3s  v/ithdrawn ;  and  alfo  another 
motion  made  to  oblige  the  Comipany  to  lodge 
their  original  books:  by  which  1  aft  fie  p,  all  the 
evidence  that  could  be  brought  againft  them, 
v/as  limited  to  thofe  who  either  were  or  had  been 
their  fervants ;  no  others  having  been  at  tlie  Bay 
except  the  people  of  the  diicovcry-ftiips,  who 
had  no  means  of  judging  how  affairs  were  ad- 
rniniftered   there. 

In  N^  II  the  Company  give  a  lift  of  nine 
veiTels,  which  they  pretend  they  had  fitted  out 
upon  the  difcovery  of  a  north- weft  paflage  ;  but 
by  their  inftrudions  already  cited,  it  appears  that 
there  were  only  five  fent  upon  that  expedition, 
two  with  Knight,  two  with  Napper,  and  one 
with  Scroggs.  Of  the  four  others  here  mentioned, 
two  were  the  Profperous-ftoop  under  Henry 
Kelfey,  and  the  Succefs  John  Hancock ;  the  firft 
failed  from  York-fort,  June  19th,  and  the  other 
from  Churchill,  July  2d,  17 19,  and  both  return- 
ed the  lOth  of  Auguft.  Thefe  had  no  inftrudions 
about  th'C  paiTage  •,  their  bufinefs  was  only  to  try 
d  3  to 
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to  bring  down  the  northern  Indians  to  trade  at 
Churchill,  where  the  Company  the  year  before 
had  fixed  a  fadory ;  and  Norton  was  fent  by 
land  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  to  enquire  about 
the  mine  :  for  it  is  net  probable  that  they  would 
fend  oyt  Kelfey  and  Hancock  the  fame  year  with 
Knight,  iinlefs  they  had  given  them  inllru6lions 
to  difcover  in  concert  with  him,  which  they  did 
not.  The  Jail:  tv/o  were  the  fame  Hoop  under 
Kelfey,  who  failed  2$di  June,  1721,  upon  the 
fame  account  as  before,  and  returned  the  2d  of 
September  ;  and  with  her,  her  old  confort  the 
Succefs  then  under  Napper,  who  was  lofl  four 
days  after  in  the  ice  near  Churchill.  So  that 
thefe  additional  floops  feem  to  be  inferted  only 
to  make  an  often tatious  and  falfe  fhew  of  their 
g-eat  zeal  for  the  difcovery  of  a  north- wefl: 
paifage. 

N%  XXV  contains  orders  given  hy  the  Hud- 
fon's-Bay  ConiPatij  to  their  frefent  chief  fadors  in 
the  Bay,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  government 
of  the  fadories. 

I  HAVE  little  to  obferve  upon  thefe  orders,  and 
believe  that  they  may  be  proper  enough  for  the 
fecurity  of  their  forts  in  time  of  war,  confider- 
ing  how  very  weak  they  are,  and  what  a  fmall 
number  of  men  there  is  to  defend  them.  There 
is  one  piece  of  an  inftrudion  indeed  that  does 
them  honour,  which  they  firfl  mention  in  their 
letter  to  Ifbeiler  at  Albany  in  1745,  and  repeat 
it  to  him  in  1746,  and  alfo  to  Pelgrim  at  Prince 
of  VVales's-fort  in  1747,  and  to  Newton  at  York- 
fort  in  1748,  recommending  fohriety  to  them  and, 
their  fervants^  that  they  7nay  be  capable  of  making 
a  vigor ctis  defence  if  attacked.  But  there  is  a 
paragraph  addreHed  to  captain  John  Newtoa 
perfonally,  anne.x:ed  to  x\\t  inilruftions  fent  jointly 
to  him  and  council,  5th  May,   17483   which  cor,^ 
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tains  a  .very  extraordinary  evidence  of  the  refor- 
mation of  the  Company's  Committee  ;  and  is  the 
fird  indance,  fmce  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  of  their 
fhevving  any  concern  for  the  reUgious  welfare 
cf  their  fervants. 

London,  5th  May,  1748, 

Captain  John  Newton, 

J  ASTLT^  having  repofed  fuch  a  confidence  as  to 
place  you  at  the  head  of  our  hefi  faMor)\  we 
et<p€&  that  all  our  fervants  under  your  command^ 
wilU  ^y  your  example^  he  encouraged  to  a  religious 
obfervance  of  the  Lord's  day^  to  virtue  and  fohriety^ 
and  that  by  your  moderation^  they  may  r,ieet  with 
fuch  treatment^  as  may  make  them  love  as  well  as 
fear  you^  which  will  conduce  much  to  your  eafcy 
and  our  inter efi  s  in  fidl  hopes  cf  which  we  commit 
you  to  the  divine  prott^ion. 

Here  feem  to  be  the  dawnings  of  a  chrifliaa 
fpirit ;  and  had  it  ever  appeared  before,  and  its  ex- 
cellent di6lates  been  fincerely  followed,  the  caufes 
of  complaint  againil  the  Company  would  have 
been  confiderably  lelTened :  but  never  to  have 
fent  over  a  clergyman  to  any  of  their  fadories, 
nor  fhewn  the  leafc  concern  for  the  religion  and 
morality  of  their  fervants,  was  furely  capital.  I 
would  not  willingly  lefTen  the  merit  of  the  exhor- 
tation laft  quoted ;  but  for  the  fake  of  truth  it 
muft  be  obferved,  that  it  was  not  fent  over  till 
after  feveral  hearings  againil  the  Company,  be- 
fore his  Majefty's  attorney  and  follicitor-general, 
upon  a  reference  made  to  them  by  the  Lords  of 
his  Majefty's  moil  honourable  privy  council,  of  the 
merits  of  a  petition  from  the  Committee  of  the 
d  4  fub- 
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fubfcribers  for  difcovering  a  north- weft  paflagej 
in  which  their  barbarity  to  the  natives  and  their 
fervants,  was  proved  by  lundry  affidavits,  having 
never  attempted  to  civihze  the  one,  or  fent  over 
a  clergyman  for  the  intlrudlion  of  the  other, 
nor  kept  up  the  leaft  appearance  of  rehgion  in 
any  factory  in  the  Bay  i  yet  I  do  not  pretend  to 
affign  tbefe  circum (lances  of  danger  as  the  rriotiva 
of  this  new  concern  for  the  fpiritual  welfare  of 
their  people ;  nor  of  the  following  directions  fent 
at  the  fani,e  tiine  to  Mr.  Ift?efter  and  council  at 
prince  of  vVales*s-fcrt,  viz. —  23d;  Aswpkcvs 
nothiftg  more  ai  heart  then  the  p'cfervation  cf  cur 
faclcrkSy  the  fecurity  of  our  feople^  and  the  in- 
creafe  of  our  trade ^  therefore  we  direct  that  nothing 
may  he  optittedy  that  may  ftrenphen  the  forpier 
and  extend  the  latter  \  to  which  end  we  firitlly  order^ 
that  all  pcjfible  encouragement  he  given  to  the  na- 
tives^ by  treating  them  chilly^  and  dealing  juftly 
with  them  on  all  occafions  \  and  we  recommend  it  to 
you  to  ufi  our  fervants  Under  your  command  in  fucb 
manner^  that  they  ?nay  eficen:  as  well  as  fear  you,—^ 
If  inftrudions  like  thefe  proceed  from  real  com.- 
punfiion  and  ^  juft  abhorrence  of  their  former 
j-nifconduft^  part  of  the  end  aimed  at  by  the 
prpceedings  againft  them  is  obtained  :  and  fhonld 
they  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  fgrvive  the  charge  flil} 
to  be  brought  againft  them,  by  the  merch.:nts 
and  pian.ufadurers  of  Great  Britain,  and  find  interefl 
^r^oughtQ  keep  pofiefllon  of  their  charter  and  invalu- 
able monopoly  |  I  hope  they  will  give  no  room  for 
|:he  application  of  a  pcnfure,  that  is  due  only  to 
iiie  charader  of  the  prince  of  hypocrites : 

^'he  devil  was  fick-r^thc  devil  a  monk  wciild  be  : 
T/je  devjl  was  well-^thc  devil  a  monk  was  he. 
Xhf.se   are  all  the  papers  of  cpnfequence  laid 
by  the  Ccppany  before  the  Cofnmittee,    ^h^st  on- 
ly remains  \q  be  cpniidvred  the  evidence  of  the 
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witnefTes  which  they  thought  proper  to  produce 
in  their  defence  :  thefe  were  only  two,  captain 
Caruthers,  whofe  evidence  I  have  ah'eady  cited  in 
my  obfervations  upon  Knight's  voyage,  and  Mr. 
Henry  Sparling  merchant  and  furrier,  and  a  pro- 
prietor of  the  Company.  This  gentleman,  as 
fome  perfons  have  infinuated,  was  called  upon  to 
give  his  opinion  of  the  furs  which  the  Company 
imported,  and  alfo  to  difcredit  the  account  of 
the  French  getting  Hudfon's-Bay  furs ;  but  prin- 
eiprJly  to  fupport  his  own  affidavit,  made  on  the 
hearing  before  the  attorney  and  foliicitcr- general, 
that  Hudfon's-Bay  errdines  and  fqtdrrels  were  of 
fmall  value  •,  and  alfo  the  affidavit  made  by  An- 
thony Lutkins  and  Nicholas  Lewis,  that  they  were 
not  worth  one  fenny  fer  dozens  which  brought 
on  another  affidavit,  that  upon  going  to  a  fur- 
rier to  enquire  the  price  of  Hudfon*s-Bay  er- 
mineSy  under  fl  pretence  cf  purchaftng  fome^  the 
furrier  faid^  they  generally  were  fold  for  about 
two  fhillings  a  piece. 

Upon  Mr.  Sparling's  being  examined  about 
fkins  and  pelts,  he  produced  a  deer* s  Jkin  from  Hud- 
fon's-Bay full  of  holes,  and  faid  there  was  7ict  one 
in  ten  that  was  not  fo ;  hut  when  killed  at  one 
feafon  of  the  year  the  defect  was  not  apparent^  till  they 
were  dreffed  in  oil  \  adding,  that  the  Virginia  deer- 
fkins  are  ranch  mere  valuable.- — He  faid,  that  ertnine 
and  fq^uirrel-Jkins  from  Hudfon's-Bay  were  not  worth 
paying  cuficnifor  ^  the  lafl  fquirel-JJdns  being  fold  for  a 
farthing  apiece^  after  paying  a  halfpcyiny  duty  :  that  he 
had  bought  no  ermines  from  the  Bay  of  a  long  time^  the 
lefl  coming  from  Siberia.  To  prove  this  he  produced 
two  ermines  from  the  Bay,  one  the  heft.,  the  other 
the  worft  he  could  pick  cut  of  a  parcel^  and  one 
frcr/i  Siberia^  and  faid  ^hat  the  Siberia  ermines 
fol4  from  one  pilling  to  one  jhilling  and  ftx- 
pence  each  t  he  then  produced  two  Siberia  fquirrel" 
Jkins^   find  two  from  the   Br,y,  ^—  H^  faid  iarther^ 
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that  he  had  annual  accounts  from  Rochelle  of 
what  furs  the  French  imported^  which  all  came 
there  \  and  that  they  imported  three  or  four  hun- 
dred martins  annually^  and  with  them  a  fmall 
quantity  of  HudfonVBay /j^n.  —  This  is  the  fub- 
ilance   of  his  evidence. 

It  had  been  llrongly  urged  againft  the  Com- 
pany, that  they  did  not  endeavour  to  encreafe 
and  extend  their  fur-trade  as  they  ought ;  that 
the  French  carried  away  many  of  their  rich  furs 
from  the  inland  at  the  heads  of  their  fettlements  \ 
that  by  not  fending  up  perfons  to  trade  upon 
the  rivers  and  lakes,  great  numbers  of  deer  and 
buffalo  Ikins  were  loft,  the  natives  having  no 
conveyance  for  them  down  the  rivers  but  fmall 
birch -canoes ;  and  that  a  great  many  other  kinds 
of  furs  might  be  had,  if  the  natives  were  not 
difcouraged  from  taking  them,  on  account  of  the 
high  price  of  the  Company's  goods,  fuch  as 
white  hares,  ermines,  and  fquirrels.  Mr.  Spar- 
ling's teftimony  was  intended  to  invalidate  this 
charge  ;  and  with  that  view  he  produced  the  deer, 
ermine,  and  fquirrel-fkins. 

The  deer-fkin  he  produced  v/as  probably  the 
vilefl  he  could  pick  out,  full  of  holes,  and  kill- 
ed at  an  improper  feafon;  for  deer-fldns,  like 
other  pelts  and  furs,  have  their  feafon.  At  one 
time  of  the  year  they  are  troubled  with  an  in- 
fed  that  eats  holes  in  their  fkins,  a  diforder 
called  the  warbles,  of  which,  however,  they  are 
perfectly  cured  before  winter  \  but  if  the  deer 
are  killed  at  this  feafon,  the  flcins  mud  unavoid- 
ably have  holes  in  them  \  and  is  that  a  reafon 
•why  the  natives  fhould  not  be  encouraged  to  kill 
them  at  a  proper  feafon,  by  allowing  a  jufb 
price  for  good  fkins?  Had  the  natives  any  rea- 
fon to  expedl  that  their  care  would  be  rewarded, 
they   would  never  kill  deer  cut  of  feafon,  unlefs 
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hunger  obliged  them  j  and  if  they  were  civilized  i 
they  would  raiie  tame  cacile  for  their  fubfiilience  > 
land  hunt  only  for  profit.  It  is  i-votorious,,  that  as 
good  deer-lkins  have  been  brought  from  Hud- 
ion's-Bay,  as  from  other  parts  of  America;  and 
the  Company  in  their  inftrudions  to  NortQii^ 
have  exprefly  ordered  him  to  fend  over  deer  as 
well  as  moofe  and  elk-fkins,  which  they  would  not 
have  done  but  from  a  knowledge  of  their  value. 

It  appears  from  the  Company's  own  account 
of  their  fales  in  N°.  X,  that  deer-fkins,  accord- 
ing as  they  were  taken  in  feafon  or  not,  have  fold 
from  two  fliillings  to  four  ihillings  and  nine- 
pence  per  fkin  ;  and,  at  a  medium  of  ten  years, 
at  two  Ihillings  and  eleven-pence  halfpenny :  but 
at  a  medium  of  ten  years,  the  number  brought 
over  annually  was  but  three  hundred  forty-fix ; 
when,  if  trade  had  been  extended  up  the  rivers 
and  lakes,  they  might  probably  have  imported 
two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  annually,  which 
if  killed  in  feafon,  and  properly  drelTed  by 
the  Indians,  would  have  fold  for  ten  Ihillings 
per  fkin, 

Mr.  Sparling  next  produced  two  ermines 
from  the  Bay  extremely  bad,  and  one  from  Si- 
beria extremely  good  5  fo  good,  that  a  Ruflia 
merchant  who  examined  it,  faid,,  that  he  had 
a  prefent  of  choice  ermines  lately  fent  him  from 
JlufTia,  and  in  the  whole  parcel,  which  might  be 
prefumed  were  not  bad,  there  was  not  a  fldn  better 
than  that.  The  two  American  ermines  were  pre- 
tended to  be  the  beil  and  worft  of  a  parcel; 
but  then  it  was  a  parcel  that  contained  none  but  bad 
ikins  killed  out  .of  feafon,  for  they  were  ill  colour- 
ed, fmall,  and  almoft  without  fur.  The  ermines., 
like  the  hares  and  partridges  in  cold  countries, 
turn  white  in  winter,  except  the  tips  of  their  ears 
md    t^iisj    aad  if   uk^n    out   pf   feafon  before 
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they  recover  their  colour,    or  the  yonng  ones  are 
full   grown,     they  muft  necelTarily    be  fmall,   ill 
coloured,    and  bare    of   fur.     The    fame  may   be 
iaid  of  fquirrels,    with  regard  to  fize,  and  good- 
nefs  of  fur:    and   thofe  bad  ermines  and  fquirrels 
are  conftantly   killed   by  the  Company's   fervants 
and  home  Indians  at   improper  feafons,  who  have 
no  encouragement  to  kill  them  in  the  right  feafon ; 
and  they  are  lent  over  at  random.,  in  fmall  par- 
cels,   for  the  fake  of   what  they   may  accident- 
ally produce.     But  to  fhew  how  far  his  great  zeal 
has  carried  him  beyond  the  point  which   it  was 
necefiary  for  him  to   keep    in  view,   in  order  to 
preferve   a  confiftency  between  his  own   and  the 
Company's  account   of  this  matter-,  we  need  on- 
ly look   into  N^  X,  which  fpecifies  the  price  of 
furs  at  their    fales,    and  into  N".  XXIV,  which 
fpecifies   the   number  as  well   as    price;     and   it 
will   appear  that   in  ten  years  fale  there  was  only 
one  article   of  feventeen  ermines,  which  fold   at 
one   fhilling  and   five-pence  per  fl-dn,  as  high  as 
the  befl  Siberia  ermines,  which  Sparling  himfelf 
acknowledges    fell  generally    from  one  /hilling  to 
one  Jhilling  and  fix-fence  \    and  yet    thefe  are  not 
worth  faying  cuftom  for. 

The  next  article  he  produced  of  the  contents 
of  his  budget,  was  fquirrels,  v/hich  at  the  lafl 
fale  he  fays  fold  for  a  farthing  a  piece^  and  paid  a 
halfpenny  duty.  But  from  the  fame  papers  it 
appears,  that  in  a  courfe  of  ten  years  fale  fquir- 
rci-fldns  were  fold  for  five  years,  viz.  276  in 
1742  at  ^d^tz.^.,  127  in  1 744  at  4 (^ i,  each, 
2070  in  1745  at  i^-^,  540  in  1746  at  20  j 
the  whole:  and  500  in  1747  at  iis.^d  the 
whole :  fo  that  there  were  two  fales  at  which 
fquirrel  (kins,  when  probably  in  full  feafon,  fold 
at  4.d  i  €2ich ',  one  fale,  when  more  out  of  feafon, 
at  I  d  l^   and  two  fales,  when  quite  oat  of  feafon, 
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Gt  ill  favedi  at  about  a  halfpenny  each,  i.e.  for 
doidle  the  price  that  Sparling  upon  his  evidence 
rated  them  at;  v/hich  however  is  fomething 
more  niodeil  than  the  price  fixed  by  Lutkin^ 
and  Lewis,  who  in  their  refpe6tive  affidavits 
had  aflerted,  that  they  were  not  worth  a  penny  a 
dozen*  But  if  furs  are  thus  blown  upon  at 
market,  only  becaufe  they  are  killed  out  of 
feafon,  or  ill  faved,  muft  therefore  no  encourage- 
ment be  given  to  kill  them  in  feafon,  and  to 
fave  them  well  \  when  by  fuch  prudent  care,  as 
the  Company  themfelves  have  demonftratedj, 
they  would  produce  eight  times  the  value  ? 

The  lall  part  of  his  evidence  I  fliall  take 
notice  of,  is  that  which  relates  to  the 
Canada  //rrj,  arid  the  few  Hudfon's-bay  furs 
imported  with  them.  He  has^  it  feems^  regular  ac- 
counts from  Rochelle,  df  the  annual  imports ;  and 
the  amount  of  martins  imported  are  hut  three  or 
four  hundred  amiually^  amongft  which  are  a  few^  hut 
*very  few^  Hudfon's-bay  furs,  I  cannot  exadly 
recolle<ft  this  part  of  his  evidence  as  he  delivered 
it;  but  am  afraid  it  has  fuffered,  either  thro' 
an  error  of  the  prefs,  or  of  the  perfon  who  took 
it  down ;  fince  it  is  notorious  that  the  French 
t:arry  on  a  great  fur-trade  from  Canada,  and 
deal  fo  largely  in  martins,  that  if  he  hadfaid  thir- 
ty or  forty  thoufand,  he  had  fallen  far  fhort  of 
the  truth  -,  nay  three  or  four  hundred  packs  of 
one  hundred  or  two  hundred  in  a  pack  would 
not  perhaps  have  exceeded  it.  The  Company 
themfelves  in  fome  years  have  imported  near 
twenty  thoufand  martins  -,  and  as  the  French, 
who  value  only  one  at  a  beaver,  give  three 
times  the  price  that  the  Company  give,  w^ho 
value  three  at  a  beaver,  we  may  reafonably 
conclude,  that  the  French  procure  three  times 
the  number  that  the   Company  procure  ;  for  the 
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Indians  know  how  to  fell  their  goods  to  the 
belt  advantage. 

I  SHALL  only  add  two  remarks ;  firft,  that 
the  Company  were  right  to  reft  their  evidence 
here,  and  not  expofe  themfeives  by  any  more 
vain  attempts  to  invalidate  that  which  was 
brought  againfl  them  •,  as  no  evidence  after  this 
v/ould  have  borne  even  the  hearing.  And  fecond* 
ly,  that  if  the  evidence  brought  againfl  them 
had  not  had  the  facred  fupport  of  truth  itfeii^ 
it  was  in  the  Company's  power,  from  the  num- 
ber of  captains  and  fervants  flill  in  their  pay, 
over  whofe  fouls  as  well  as  bodies  they  have 
the  abfolute  command,  to  have  detected  not 
only  falfhood  but  error;  whereas  the  petitioners 
could  only  procure  a  fev/  of  their  fervants^ 
whofe  integrity  ftood  oppofcd  to  the  diftrels  of 
poverty,  and  the  power  of  wealth,  and  whofe  in- 
tegrity notwithftanding  carried  them  through 
"With  inconteftable  authority. 

I  SHALL  nov/  proceed  to  fum  up  the  material 
part  of  the  evidence  produced  againft  the  Com- 
pany, relative  to  their  mifconducSl:,  and  to  the 
country,  climate,  trade,  filheries,  and  navigation 
of  the  Bay. 

First,  it  appears,  that  the  countries  about  the 
Bay  are  capable  of  great  improvement  5  that  the 
lands  fouthward  and  weitv/ard  of  the  Bay,  are 
in  good  climates,  equal  in  their  feveral  latitudes 
to  thofe  in  Afia  and  Europe,  and  that  the  climate 
improves  farther  within  land,  the  fpring  being 
earlier  and  the  winter  iliorter ;  that  by  Kelfey's 
journal  produced  by  the  Company,  and  by  Jofeph 
de  la  France's  which  they  have  not  controverted, 
the  country  abounds  with  woods,  champains, 
plains,  ponds,  rivers  and  lakes,  feveral  hundred 
leagues  weft  from  the  Bay  •,  tliat  the  land  is  cover- 
ed with   beaver,    buffaloes,    deer,    martins,    and 
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ether  valuable  furs ;  and  the  rivers  and  lakes  are 
full  of  fturgeon  and  other  excellent  fifh.      It  ap^ 
pears  alfo,    that    thefe    fine   rivers     are    naviga- 
ble every  where  with  canoes,  and  in  moft  places 
with    larger   velTels,    having    but   inconfiderabie 
falls,  up  which   canoes  can   be  towed   againft  the 
ftream,   and  that  the  lakes  are  navigable  by  larger 
VefTels.— That   upon   thefe   rivers  and  about  the 
lakes,    are  many  nations  or  tribes  of  docible  and 
humane    Indians,    willing  to   be  inftruded,    and 
eager  to  engage   in  trade, — That   the   lands   are 
capable   of    tillage,     affording  good  pailure   for 
horfes  and   cattle  in   the  fummer,   and  good  hay 
for  their  fubfiftence  in  winter. — That  at  Churchill, 
the    moft    northerly    fadlory,     horfes    and  cows 
have  been  kept  in   winter^    tho'  greatly  expofed 
to  the  froft  and  cold.— That  all  forts  of  garden 
fluff  flourifh   at  the  fadories,    and  where  barley 
and  oats    have  been  fown^  they  come  to  perfec* 
tion :      at     Moofe-fadory    at     the     bottom    of 
the  Bay,    fown  wheat  has  flood  the  winter  froils^ 
and  grown  very  well  the  fummer  following  ;  tho* 
the  cold  and  froft  is  greater,  and  continues  longer 
here  than  within  land  :    black-cherries  aifo  plant- 
ed here   have   grown  and   borne  fruit,    as  would 
other   trees  if  propagated — That  the  rivers  upon 
the  Bay,  abound  with  white  whales  and  other  valu- 
able fifh;  and  the  fea  to  northv^ard,   with  black 
whales,  fea-horfes,  feals,  and  white  bears,  which 
afford  whale-finn,  oil,  ivory,  and  fkins  -,  the  weft- 
ern  coafl  being  no  way  mountainous,  as  in  Davys*s 
and  Hudfon's-ftrait.— -And  that  the  feas  and  navi- 
gation are  not  dangerous  ;  there  being  few  inftances 
of  the  lofs  of  fhips  in  the  Bay,   or  in  the  pafTage 
thither. 

Secondly,  it  appears,  that  notwithftanding  the 
unfpeakable  advantages  to  be  obtained  by  planting 
and  fettling  thefe  countries,  the  climates  of  which  are 
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not  ivdrfe  than  Sweden^  Denmark,  RlifTia,  ]?cr* 
land,  and  north  Germany  ;  yet  the  Company 
have  not  madCj  nor  encouraged  to  be  made,  any 
one  fettlement  or  colony,  having  only  four  Imall 
factories,  in  which  they  keep  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty  fervants^  and  two  fmall  houfes  with 
only  eight  men  in  each^  ^vhich  is  all  the  force 
they  have  provided  to  keep  the  poffeffion,  and  pfoted 
the  trade  of  a  country,  equal  to  one  third  of 
Europe.'— That  they  have  not  in  fifty  years  fent 
above  one  perfon  to  make  difeoverics  within  land, 
which  was  Norton,  who  by  Brown's  evidence 
had  been  at  the  copper-mine,  tho'  his  journal  was 
not  produced  to  the  Committee  5  but  none  to  make 
friendlhips  and  alliances  with  the  natives^  dif- 
couraging  even  their  fervarits  from  going  up  into 
the  inland  to  trade,  tho'  for  their  own  benefit  5 
nor  even  to  prevent  the  natives  from  trading  with 
the  French,  tho'  they  are  fenfible  of  their  per- 
petual incroachments,  and  that  they  daily  carry 
away  the  richefl  furs. — That  notv/ithftanding 
there  are  inconteftabie  evidences  of  rich  copper 
and  lead  mines,  and  even  of  cinnabar,  out  of 
which  mercury  has  been  extracted  ^  yet  no  encou- 
ragement has  been  given,  or  attempts  made,  to 
fearch  after  them  v/ith  a  view  to  their  iraprove- 
ment.-^That  the  annual  exports  of  the  Company 
have  not  exceeded  four  thcufand  pounds  ;  and 
in  time  of  peace  their  navigation  has  been  con- 
fined to  three  fhips  of  150  or  2O0  tons,  with 
two  Of  three  fmall  fioops  ftationed  in  the  Bay^ 
that  fome  years  are  not  lent  out  of  harbour.— ^That 
no  m.eans  have  been  ufed  to  civilize  or  convert 
the  natives  ;  nor  even  a  clergyman  fent  over  to 
inftrud  and  take  care  of  the  fouls  of  their  own 
fervants  ^  on  the  contrary,  the  learning  the  Indian 
language,  or  keeping  up  any  correfpondencc 
with  the  people,  is  feverely  prohibited  under  penalty 
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of  Jofs  of  wages  and  bodily  corre61:ion.  —  And 
that  none  but  piaufi ble  and  infincere  attempts  have 
been  made  to  iind  out  a  palTage  to  the  v/eftern- 
ocean  of  America  ;  tho'  the  probabiHty  of  there 
being  fuch  a  pafiage  is  more  and  more  ftrengthen- 
ed  from  the  late  difcovery  o''  bays,  inlets,  and 
broken  lands,  the  weftern  ends  of  which  are  not 
yet  difcovered  ;  and  from  there  having  been  no 
Tivers  yet  obferved  on  the  north- well:  coaft. 

And  what  have  the  Company  and  its  friends 
been  able  to  advance,  in  oppofition  to  thefe  accu- 
mulated proofs  of  negligence  and  folly  ?  Why  no 
more  than  this ;  —  "  That  if  the  country  and  trade 
'^  could  have  been  improved  to  the  degree  that 
"  is  alleged,  mere  y  by  making  fredi  difcoveries 
"  and  carrying  on  an  induftrious  cultivation,  it 
"is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  taking  fuch  prac- 
"  ticabie  fleps  would  have  been  omitted  by  the 
"  Company,  which  without  doubt  is  comipofed  of 
*'  men  of  experience  who  are  wife  enough  to  pur- 
*'  fue  their  own  intereft."  This  was  the  funda- 
mental point  with  regard  to  which  they  ventured 
to  crofs-examine  the  petitioners  wltneiTes,  moll:  of 
whom  were  men  of  inferior  fl:ations,  unqualified 
to  aiTign  the  true  reafon,  why  the  Company  have 
aEled  fo  manifeftly  againft  the  intereft  of  the  public, 
and  fo  apparently  againft  their  own.  But  the  true 
reafon  is  obvious  :  "  They  have  had  no  legal 
"  right  to  their  exclufive  trade  fince  the  year 
"  1698,  at  which  time  the  ad:  expired  that  con- 
"  firmed  their  charter  only  for  feven  years :  if, 
''  therefore,  after  this  period,  the  lead  evidence 
"  had  been  fuffered  to  tranfpirc,  that  the  climate 
"  of  Hudfon's-bay  is  very  habitable  ;  that  the  foil 
"  is  rich  and  fruitful,  fit  for  growing  corn  and 
"  raifing  ftocks  of  cattle,  and  abounds  alfo  with 
"  valuable  mines ;  that  the  fifneries  are  capable 
"  of  great  improvement,  and  the  navigation  not 
€  "  more 
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*'  more  dangerous  than  in  other  countries ;  that 
"  the  traoe  may  even  be  extended,  by  means  of  a 
"  navigable  paffage,  or  at  lead  by  a  fhort  land- 
"  palTage,  to  the  weflern  ocean ;  and  that  the  Com- 
*'  pany  from  thefe  difcoveries  and  improvements 
"  are  grov/n  immenfely  rich  and  pov;erful :"  I  fay, 
had  fuch  proofs  of  a  fine  country  and  beneficial 
trade  fiolen  abroad  in  the  world,  as  they  mufl  un- 
avoidably have  done  if  proper  experiments  had 
been  made,  "  the  Company  knew,  that  the  Legif- 
^^  Jature  v/ould  have  taken  the  right  into  its  own 
^'  hands  ;  and  fett'ed  the  country,  and  laid  the 
"trade  open,  for  the  benefit  of  Britain:"  they 
have^  therefore,  contented  them  [elves  with  dividing 
among  one  hundred  ferfons^  a  large  profit  uton  a 
fmiail  capital ;  have  yiot  only  endeavoured  to  keep 
the  true  fbate  of  the  trade  and  country  an  impene- 
trable iecret,  hut  induftrotifly  propagated  the  worft 
irriprefTions  of  than  \  and  rather  then  enjcy  the  incon- 
cievahle  advan'rges  of  a  general  cidtivation  in  com- 
mon with  their  leil  w-fubjec^s,  have^  even  to  the 
hazard  of  their  own  feparcte  interefi^  expofed 
both  cctmtry  and  trade  to  the  incrcachments  of  the 
French. 

The  French,  who  are  grafping  at  univerfal 
domin-ion,  watch  every  opportunity  for  extending 
their  trade,  and  fecure  all  tho^e  countries  which 
we  abandon  But  tamely  to  fufFer  them  to  dif- 
poiTefs  us  of  this  important  fource  of  wealth  and 
power  is,  befiiies  the  lofs,  a  difgrace  not  to  be 
borne  by  Britain  •,  tho'  borne  it  mufl  be,  if  the 
Company  are  permjitted  any  longer  to  facrifice  the 
good  of  the  nation  to  their  own  private  intereiu 
The  Legiflature  only  can  prevent  the  one,  by  put- 
ting an  ^  immediate  fl:op  to  the  other  •,  and  the 
Legiflature  has  but  two  methods  to  make  choice  of; 
citheij 

FlRST^ 
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FiTvST,  to  purchafe  the  Company's  right  to  any 
lands  they  have  a  legal  title  to  -,  to  lay  the  trade 
open  with  the  cuftomary  privileges  and  immunities; 
to  fettle  the  rivers  and  the  coafts  adjoining  with 
European  proteftants,  who  are  now  in  great  num- 
bers feeking  for  a  place  of* Ihelter,  in  which  they 
may  enjoy  their  civil  and  religious  liberties  with 
fafety  ;  and  laftly,  to  civiUze  the  natives,  treat 
them  with  gentlenefs  and  humanity,  infl:ru<5l  them 
in  the  knowledge  of  ufeful  arts,  and  encourage 
tlieir  induftry  by  allowing  them  an  equitable  trade, 
and  thus  lay  a  foundation  for  their  converfion  to 
Chriftianity.      Or, 

Secondly,  to  confirm  the  fole  property  of  thefe 
extenfive  countries,  with  ail  the  royalties  powers 
and  privileges  originally  granted  by  the  charter, 
to  the  Company  for  ever. 

For  as  by  this  they  would  become  lords  para- 
mount like  the  Dutch  Company  in  the  Indies, 
and  but  barely  fubordinate  to  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  •,  fo  by  this,  and  by  this  only,  they  will  be 
induced  to  purfue  thofe  meafures  that  can  pro- 
cure any  advantages  to  the  public. 

Utrum  horum  mavis,  accipe. 


C  2  AP- 
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APPENDIX. 

Number    If. 

An  ejiimate  of  the  expence  of  building 
the  flofte-fort  at  the  entrance  of 
Churchill-river,  called  Prince  of 
Wales  s-fort. 


PRINCE    of   Wales's-fort   i^     a   fquare 
fort  with  four  baftions      But  before  I  be- 
gin   the   eftimate,    it    may    be    proper   to 
obferve,  that  as  no  labourers  were  {tx.  apart  for  the 
building,    v/hich  always   was  (topped   as  often  as 
any  other   kind   of    bufmefs    interfered;    and    as 
no  regular   account  was    kept    of  thefe    frequent 
interruptions  -,    it  will  be  difficult  to  form  an  efti- 
mate  in  any  other  way,   than  by  taking  the  quan- 
tity   of   work  that    was  done    during  the    three 
years   that   I  was   concerned,    and  ihe  number  of 
mafons,  labourers,  and  horfes,  that  were  necefTary 
to  perform  that  work ;    and  then  computing  the 
cxpcnce.  of  the   whole,    in   proportion  to  the  ex- 
}ence  of  this  part. 

Four 


o 
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£.     s.   d. 

Four  mafons  at  /  2/;  t  per  annum  ) 

each  tor  three  years  3  ^ 

Maintenance   of    ditto  at   5  i  per  1       ^^ 

week  each  5     ^   * 

Ditto  in  their  paflage  out  and  home,  > 

five  months  5       ^ ' 

Eleven  labourers  at  *  ;^  6  per  annum  7       ^  ^ 

each  for  three  years  j    ^ 

Maintenance  of    ditto   at   5  j  per  1 

week  each  3  't-9' 

Ditto  in  their  pr^iTage  out  and  home 
Four  horfes   at  ^T  15  each 
Charges  of  ditto  in  the  fhip 
Ditto in   the  country  at  6  J  per  ? 

day  each  for  three  years  j 

Three  hundred  pounds  wt.  of  gun-  ? 

powder  for  blowing  up  flones     i 
Utenfils  for  three  years,  as  carriages,  7 

ropes,  blocks,  &c.  3 

Iron-crows,  great  hammers,  &c. 


55- 
60: 

8: 

0: 
0: 
8: 

0 
0 
0 

09: 

10: 

0 

15- 

0: 

0 

60: 

0: 

0 

15- 

0: 

0 

Total,    1425:   18:0 


All  the  flone,  lime-ftone,  fand,  and  the  wood 
for  burning  the  lime,  was  upon  the  fpot.  Mod 
of  the  flone  and  lime- flone  lay  within  a  quarter 
of  a  mile's  diflance  from  the  fort,  and  none  at 
more  than  half  a  mile's  diflance. 

The  little  fmith's  and  carpenter's  work  alfo 
that  was  done  in  thefe  three  years,  for  neither  lead 
nor  iron  was  ufed  in  cramping  the  flones,  was 
performed   by   the   Company's    common  fervants, 

f  I  was  informed,  that,  after  I  came  away,  mafons  wers. 
fent  over   at  /^  18  per  annum  each, 

*  Thefe  men  are  hired  in  the  Orkneys. 

e  3  whof 
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whofe  charges  are  not  to  be  brought  into  the  ac- 
count, till  the  expences  of  building  the  houfe  with- 
in the  fort  are  rated.  So  that  the  expence  of  the 
fort  in  the  firfc  three  years,  at  a  large  allowance, 
does  not  exceed  £  1425  :  18  :  o.  I  carefully  ex- 
amined how  muc.i  of  the  wall  v/as  built  in  this 
time,  and  found  that,  at  the  lame  expence,  and 
with  the  fame  number  of  hands,  the  rampart 
might  have  been  finiPned  in  fix  years  more,  and 
in  a  iar  better  manner  •,  for  great  part  of  what 
was  afterwards  done  has  tumbled,  but  what  was 
then  done  ftands  well. 

In  thefe  three  years  we  built  two  baflions  and 
the  curtain  between  them  about  ^twtn  feet 
and  a  half  high;  and  alio  laid  the  foundation  of 
another  baftion,  and  built  a  curtain  and  half  a 
curta  n,  and  one  face  of  the  baftion  about  two 
feet  and  a  half  or  three  feet  high  •,  which  made 
confiderably  more  than  one  third  of  the  meafure- 
ment  of  the  whole  rampart :  trebling,  therefore, 
the  firft  three  years  expence,  and  only  deducing 
the  price  of  four  horfes  valued  at  £,  60,  the 
charge  of  the  whole  rampart  could  not  exceed 
^£4217:    14:  o. 

The  next  part  to  be  eftim.ated  is  the  parapet. 
This  was  at  firft  built  of  wood  •,  but  as  tiie  wood 
was  fupplied  from  the  old  demolifned  fort  five 
miles  up  the  river,  and  as  the  carpenter  put  it  up 
in  thirteen  weeks,  with  very  little  affiftance,  the 
expence  of  it  to  the  Company  could  not  be  very 
large.  In  the  year  1746,  I  aftifted  in  building 
the  ftone- parapet  j  and  tlio'  I  had  only  two 
mafons  with  me,  and  much  of  my  o\\n  time 
was  taken  up  in  feiedting  proper  ftcnes  and  in 
"^Turveying,  yet  the  parapet  v/as  carried  along 
the  Hank  of  a  baftion  and  curtain  in  one  fummer ; 
and  if  the  governor  had  not  obftruded  the  work, 
but  had  allowed  us  a  ftated  mumber  of  labourers, 

hav- 
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having  always  either  too  few  or  too  many,  wc 
Ihcuid  have  been  able  to  have  finifhed  another  flank. 

The  two  mafons  could  not  do  much  to  the  pa- 
rapet after  I  came  away,  as  they  were  employed  in 
ereding  a  battery  at  Cape- merry  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  harbour  :  at  the  time,  therefore,  that  it  was 
reprefented,  that  the  buil'.ling  had  coft  theCompany 
between  thirty  and  forty  thoufand  pounds,  very 
little  more  than  a  fifth  part  of  the  parapet  was 
completed,  the  expence  of  which  may  be  eafJy  af- 
certained  ;  for,  if  a  flank  and  curtain  were  made 
by  three  mafons,  in  one  fummer  and  autumn  ^ 
furely,  four  mafons  and  eleven  labourers  might  do 
as  much  in  one  year ;  and  the  expence  of  four  ma- 
fons, eleven  labourers,  and  four  hcrfes,  with  uten- 
fils  for  one  year,  cannot  exceed  460  1. 

A  HOUSE  was  built  within  the  fort,  the  length  of 
which,  from  out  to  out,  was  10 1  ieet  6  inches  ; 
the  breadth  33  feet-,  and  the  height  of  the  wall 
17  feet^  making  two  llories,  with  a  fiat  roof  co- 
vered with  lead  :  but  all  the  materials,  except  iron, 
lead,  glafs,  and  feme  large  beams,  were  procured 
upon  the  fpot ;  and  I  would  undertake  to  build  fuch 
ahoufe  there,  with  the  advantage  of  carrying  ma- 
terials from  England  in  the  annual  fhip,  tor  600 1. 

Three  of  the  bafticns  had  arches  for  florehoufes 
40  feet  3  inches  by  10  feet ;  and  in  the  fourth  ba- 
ftion  was  built  a  ilone- magazine  24  'eer  long,  and 
10  fett  wide  in  the  clear,  with  a  pafTage  to  it  thro' 
the  gorge  of  the  bailion,  24  feet  long,  and  4  feet 
wide.  Now  comparing  the  expence  of  building 
thefe,  with  that  of  the  other  parts  of  the  fort  -5 1  think, 
that  tw^o  thirds  of  the  expence  of  the  firft  three 
years  would  be  fufiicient ;  that  is,  four  mafons, 
eleven  labourers,  and  four  horfes,  &c.  for  two 
years,  amounting  to  about  920  L  with  42 1.  m.ore  for 
the  lead  made  ufe  of  to  cover  the  magazine^ 

C    A  I  HAVE 
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I  HAVE  rated  the  expences  of  the  mafons  and  la- 
bourers, as  if  they  had  been  coniiantiy  employed 
upon  the  building  both  winter  and  fummer; 
whereas,  the  building  could  be  carried  on  only 
from  May  to  September,  and  curing  the  remain- 
ing feven  months,  the  people  were  engaged  in  other 
bufinefs  for  the  fervice  of  the  Company,  by  which 
they  defrayed,  at  lead,  the  charge  of  their  main- 
tenance for  this  interval,  v/hich  yet  I  have  placed 
to  the  account  of  the  fort.  Indeed,  in  the  whole 
eftimate  I  have  rated  every  article  fo  high,  that  an 
experienced  w^orkman,  if  he  vas  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  country,  would  not  compute  the 
total  expence  at  fo  much  by  fomie  hundred  pounds. 

It  appears,  therefore. 

First,  That  in  the  year  1749,  the  Company 
could  not  have  expended  more  than  ;^6239  :  14  :  o. 
And, 

Secondly,  That,  as  a  fifth  part  of  the  parapet 
was  then  iiniilied  for  /  460,  and  the  reft,  confe- 
quently,  might  have  been  done  for  £  1 840  more, 
the  whole  expence  of  comipiearing  the  fort,  and  all 
the  buildings  v/ithin  it,  cannot  pofiibly  exceed 
Ji  8000. 


A  P  P  E  N- 
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APPENDIX. 

Number     III. 

The  Soundings  of  Nelfon-River 


MONDAY  the  15th  of  July  1745, 
fifteen  min.  paft  feven  in  the  morning, 
fet  fail  in  the  Fadory's  long-boat,  in 
company  with  Capt.  Fowler,  from  on  board  the 
Sea-horfe  pink,  then  lying  in  Five- fathom-hole, 
to  found  and  difcover  Port  Nelfon-river.  At 
thirty-eight  min.  paft  feven,  a  breaft  of  the  beacon 
that  ftands  at  Five- fathom- hole,  the  water  fallen 
one  foot ;  a  neap  tide,  wind  N.  E.  a  frelh  gale  5 
courfe  from  the  beacon  S.  E.  by  E.  one  mile  and 
a  quarter  \  founded  from  four  fathom  and  a  half  to 
eleven  feet  •,  the  beacon  bore  W,  N.  W.  diftance 
one  mile  and  a  half  Nme  min.  paft  eight,  altered 
our  courfe,  ftecred  N.  N.  W.  one  mile  and  a  quar- 
ter, founded  from  eleven  feet  to  two  fathom,  being 
acrofs  the  channel  that  leads  into  Five- fathom-hole 
in  Hayes's-river  ;  this  channel  is  of  a  confiderable 
breadth.  At  this  time  of  tide  we  found  two  fathom 
and  a  half  in  the  beft  or  deepeft  of  the  channel, 
and  clofe  to  the  north  fand  founded  three  fathom 
and  a  half;  ftiip  and  beacon  in  one,  bearing  S.  W. 
half  W.  diftance  one  mile.     Twenty-one  min.  paft 

eight 
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eight,  altered  our  coiirfe,  fleered  S.  E.  by  E.  thre?* 
miles,  crofllng  the  Fair- way  iato  Hayes's- river  ^ 
founded  from  two  fathom  to  fix  feet ;  founded  two 
fathom  and  a  half  in  the  befl  of  the  channel  ^  the 
beacon  bore  W.  by  N.  diftance  three  miles  and  a 
half.  Four  min.  pail  nine,  altered  our  courfe, 
fleered  N.  N.  W.  two  miles  and  a  quarter,  found- 
ed from  [ix  fathom  to  nine  feet,  being  from  fide  to 
fide  of  the  Fair- way  into  Hayes's-river  j  found  a 
confiderable  breadth  of  channel,  where  was  two 
and  a  half  and  two  and  a  quarter  fathom  at  that 
time  of  tide  ;  the  beacon  bore  W.  S.  W.  diflance 
three  miles.  Twxnty-nine  min.  pafl  nine,  altered 
our  courfe,  fleered  S.  E.  by  E.  one  mile  and  a 
quarter ;  founded  from  nine  to  ten  feet  acrofs  the 
entrance  of  Hayes's- river  j  founded  two  and  a  half 
aad  two  and  a  quarcer  fathom  in  the  beft  of  the 
channel  ;  beacon  bore  W.  diflance  four  miles. 
Forty- feven  min.  pafl  nine,  altered  our  courfe, 
fteered  N.  N.  W.  five  miles  •,  founded  from  ten 
feet  to  five  fathom  and  three  quarters  in  this  courfe. 
At  fixteen min. pafl  ten,  we  had  three  fathom  water; 
being  on  the  north  fide  of  the  fand  that  parts  the 
F'air-way  into  the  two  rivers  Nelfon  and  FIayes,from 
whence  v/e  had  three  fathom  water ;  the  fhip  in 
Five-fathoai-hole,  bore  S.W.  half  W.  diflance  five 
miles  :  but  at  t'.e  end  of  tliis  courfe  where wehad five 
fathom  and  three  quarters,  the  fhip  bore  S.  S.  W. 
diftance  fix  miles.  Sixteen  min.  paft  eleven,  altered 
our  courfe,  fteerd  N.  W.  one  mile,  founded  from 
five  three  quarters  to  fix  fathom  -,  the  fliip  bore 
S.  by  "VV.  diicance  icvQn  miles.  Thirty-three  min. 
paft  eleven,  altered  our  courfe,  fteered  W.  four 
miles,  tried  the  tide  of  ebb  by  bringing  the  Jolly- 
boat  to  a  grapnel,  the  tide  run  E  one  knot  and 
a  half.  At  twelve  hove  the  logg  -,  the  boat's  way 
was  two  knots  and  a  half;  four  knots  run  off  the 
reel ;  founded  from  fix  fathom  to  two  and  a  half; 

the 
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the  (liip  bore  S.  by  E.  diftance  eight  miles  and  a 
half.     At  one,  altered  our  courfe  ;  fteered  S.  W. 
half  a  mile,  to  try   to  deepen  our  water  :  it  now 
began  to  be  a  thick  fog,  the  wind  blowing  frefh  at 
N.E  ;  founded  from  two  fathom  and  a  half  to  eleven 
feet.     Thirty  min.  pafh  one,  altered  our  courfe, 
fteered  N.  W.  two  miles  and  a  half;  founded  from 
eleven  feet    to    four   fathom  and   three  quarters. 
Forty- five  min.  paft  one,  altered  our  courfe,  fteer- 
ed W.  two  miles,  founded  from  four  fathom    and 
three  quarters  to  two  and  a  half-     Eleven  min.  paft 
two,  altered   our  courfe,  fteered   S.  W.  one  mile, 
founded  from  two  fathom  and  a  quarter  to  eleven 
feet.    Twenty- fix  min.  paft  two,  altered  our  courfe, 
fteered  N.  W.  one  furlong,  founded  from  eleven 
feet  to  eight  feet.     Twenty-nine  min.  paft  two,  al- 
tered our  courfe,  fteered  S.  half  a  mile,  founded 
from  eight  feet  to   four  feet ;  we  had  now  a  very 
thick  fog,  a  frefti  gale,    and  a  great  fea.     Thirty- 
nine  min.  paft  two,  altered  our  courfe,  fteered  S.  W. 
four  miles,  founded  from   four  feet  (the  next  caft 
feven  feet,  the  fecond  caft  feven  fathom,  the  third 
caft  eight  fathom  and  a  half)  to  four  fathom  :    the 
fog  being  gone,  we  found  we  were  four  or  five 
miles  within  the  river.     Fifteen  min.  paft  three, 
altered  our  courfe,  fteered  S.  two  miles,  to  try  the 
channel,    founded  from   four  fathom  to   fix    feet. 
Forty- five  min.  paft  three,  fteered  right  acrofs  the 
river   one   mile    and  a  half,    from    fix    feet    on 
fouth-fide,     to    fix    feet    on     north- fide ;     found 
the  channel  half    a   mile    broad,    from   three  to 
three   fathom  ;  in  the  middle  of  the  channel  there 
is  four  fathom  and  a  half,  a  foft  clay  bottom  •,   v.'e 
run  up  this  channel  one  mile  and  a  half,  founded 
from    four  fathom  and  a  half  to  two  fathom  and  a 
half,  then  three  fathom  -,  prefently  we  were  in  five 
fathom ;  then  fix  fathom ;  we  were  now  a-brcaft  of  thq 
jirft  remarkable  gully,  near  one  mile  and  a  half  above 
2  the 
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the  foot  of  the  high  land  :    from  five  fathom,  wc 
-  founded  very  lineven  foundings  ;  one  caft  two  fa- 
thom,    the  next  four  or  five  feet,  then  three  feet 
in  the  middle  of  the  river  ;  here  we  were  upon  the 
middle  ground,  the  channel  being  near  the  north 
and  fouth  fides  of  the  river :  then  we  run  near  the 
north  fhore  •,  founded  from  four  feet  to  two  fathom 
feveral  times.     When  we  got    to  Fiamborough- 
head,  the  foundings  were  more  regular.      Three 
min.  pad  fix,  we  pafiTed  Flam.borough-head,  found- 
ed from  ten  feet  to  three  fathom  and  a  quarter,  and 
from  three  fathomi  and  a  quarter  to  two  fathom ;  wc 
had  thefe  foundings  near  a  mile  ;  now  it  was  firft 
quarter  flood.    From  thefe  good  foundings  to  Seal- 
iiland,  we  founded  tv/ice  from  tw^o   fathom  to  fix 
feet.  Within  three  or  four  hi^ndred  yards  of  Seal- 
ifiand,  the  channel  is  very  In  allow ;  clofe  to  the 
north  end  of  Seal -ifiand  there  is  from  two  to  three 
fathom  water  ;    neap  tides  flow  here  about  four 
feet,  fpring  tides  about  eight  feet,    Seal-ifland  is 
about  three  miles  and  a  half  above  Flamborough- 
head  by  computation.     Thirty   min.   paft  feven^. 
a  bread  of  Seal-ifland,   founded  from  two  to  three 
fathom.    We  paft  Seal  and  Gillam's-iilands,  think- 
ing to  fail  up  a  dream  we  met  there:  but  it  being 
neap  tide,   and  we  not  knowing  where  the  ceepeft 
v/ater  was,    and   feeing  the  tops   of  dones  above 
water,     at  fiit-^en   min.    paft  eight    we    returned 
to  Seal  ifiand,  where  the  water  w^as  fallen   half  a  ■ 
foot;   and   landed   at    forty-five  min.    pad  eight , 
pitching  our  tent  on  the  N.  E.  point  of  Gillam's- 
idand. 

Tuefday  the  i6th,  in  the  morning,  Capt.  Fowler 
and  I  v/ent  round  Giilam's  ifiand ;  we  climbed  up 
the  weft  end,  which  is  very  deep  to  look  up  the 
river  ;  we  imagined,  that  if  we  had  got  up  that 
dream,  and  w^e  were  very  near  the  head  of  it  when 
%e  turned  back,  we  might  have  failed  in  the  long- 
boat 
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boat  s  great  way  farther  up  the  river  :  at  thirty 
min.  pait  eight,  we  returned  to  our  tent.  After 
breakfaft  we  left  two  men  to  take  care  of  the  boats, 
and  went  down  the  north  fhore  of  the  river  to  ob- 
ferve  the  flats  at  low  water.  When  we  were  five 
miles  below  Flamborough-head,  we  climbed  up  to 
the  top  of  the  bank,  where  we  faw  the  lower  end 
of  the  middle  ground,  the  top  of  fome  large  (tones 
being  above  water  •,  fiood  at  thirty  min.  pail  five 
this  afternoon.  From  the  place  where  we  flood  to 
thefe  {tones  on  the  lower  end  of  the  middle 
ground,  and  to  the  outer  point  of  woods  on  the 
fouth  fhore,  it  bore  E.  half  N.  As  we  went  down 
the  fliore  we  faw  plainly  there  was  a  channel  on 
the  nordi  fide,  and  another  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  middle  ground  -,  we  thonght  the  channel  on 
the  north  fr  le  ehe  bell,  and  it  lay  clofe  to  the  fhore, 
within  half  a  cable's  length  of  it ;  all  the  way  from 
two  or  three  miles  above  the  lower  end  of  the  high 
land  up  to  Flamborough-head,  and  from  two  or 
thrte  miles  above  the  foot  of  the  high-land,  the 
channel  is  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  leading  out 
of  the  river's  mouth. 

This  north  Ibore  lies  42  deg.  N.  E.  and*S,  W, 
and  is  a  fand  from  the  height  of  three  quarters 
flocd  to  low  water  mark  -,  towards  high  water  mark, 
clofe  under  the  bank,  it  is  full  of  large  pebble 
flones  ;  there  are  feveral  fmail  creeks  along  this 
Ihore,  where  we  found  tenting  poles  left  by  the 
Indians  who  had  lain  there  to  filb  :  it  thundered 
and  rained  much  while  we  were  upon  this  journey. 
Between  Seal-ifland  and  Flamborough-hear',  there 
are  large  parcels  of  fine  trees  growing  clofe  to  the 
river  fide.  Fifteen  min.  pafl  eight,  we  got  to  our 
tent,  having  fuitered  much  from  the  mufkettos. 

The  Captain  and  I  judging  thefe  iQands  very  pro- 
per to  make  fettlements  upon,  the  lefTer  ifland  being 
as  we  apprehended  an   extraordinary   fine    place 

for 
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for  a  fort  to  fecure  that  river,  I  made  a  particular 
fiirvey  of  thefe  iflands,  as  follows  i 

Wednesday  morning  the  I7th5  furveyed 
Seal-idand,  and  found  its  length  21  chains  or  1386 
feet.  Its  breadth  4  chains  or  297  feet.  Its  cir- 
cumference at  high  water  mark  62  chains 
or  4092  feet.  Its  perpendicular  height  86  feet- 
Its  form  refembles  a  long  oval.  Its  height  from 
lov^  water  mark  makes  an  angle  of  33  deg.  Length 
of  the  Hope,  2  chains  40  links.  We  founded  the 
v/ater  round  the  ifland,  from  2  to  3  fathom  on  the 
N.  W^  and  N.  E.  fides :  the  S.  W.  and  S.  E. 
fides  lie  to  the  main  river,  being  fhoal  water  near 
the  iiland  •,  but  at  half  a  mile  from  the  ifland  the 
water  is  deep  :  between  this  and  the  large  ifland 
above  it,  there  is  two  fathom  and  a  half  and  three 
fathorn  water,  where  a  vefTel  may  lie  fafe  both  in 
winter  and  fummer,  and  a  velTel  of  eight  or  nine 
feet  water  may  get  up  fafe  to  this  place.  At  the 
N.  E.  end  of  Seal-iiland,  on  the  main  fliore,  is  a 
very  fine  low  bottom,  where  grow  a  parcel  of  as 
fine  trees  as  I  have  feen  in  the  country,  clofe  to  the 
river  j  we  cut  our  names  on  the  trees  in  the  N.  E. 
end  of  Seal-ifland.  The  breadth  of  the  water  that 
parts  Seal-ifiand  from  the  larger  ifland  above  it  is 
8  chains  or  176  yards-,  this  larger  iHand  is  about 
three  miles  in  circumference,  the  wefl  end  being  as 
high  as  any  land  thereabouts  -,  neap  tides  flow  here, 
about  four  feet,  and  fpringtides  about  eight  feet;  but 
the  chart  of  this  river  will  befl  fhew  the  fituation  of 
thefe  iflands.  Along  the  river  fide  are  the  flones  al- 
ready mentioned,  round  as  cannon  balls,  which  when 
broke  look  like  iron.  At  forty-five  min.  pafl 
eight,  aimofl  high-water,  we  made  fail  to  go  down 
the  river  j  wind  S.  W.  founded  from  the  N.  E. 
corner  of  Seal- ifland,  from  three  fathom  and  a 
half  to  five  feet  ;  from  five  feet  to  four  fathom 
and  three  quarters  juft  above  Flamborough-head, 

then 
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then  eleven  feet,  then  three  fathom,  then  two  fa- 
thom juft  below  the  head  ;  water  tailen  halt  a  foot. 
From  the  head  downwards,  the  ifhore  lies  N.  E. 
by  N.  and  S,  W.  by  S.  nearly  j  the  channel  lies 
within  half  a  cable's  length  of  the  fhore;  the  lead 
foundings  down  this  channel  were  ten  feet.  Tae 
water  fallen  a  foot  about  one  mile  and  a  half  above 
the  foot  of  the  high- land  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
river  :  we  (food  off  from  the  fliore  near  a  mile, 
founded  two  fathom,  thenftood  in  and  fnoaied  gra- 
dually to  nine  feet:  we  fliood  off  and  on  feveral 
times,  and  found  the  bottom  near  level  •,  founded 
off  fhore  a  mile,  found  twelve  feet  water,  then 
ftood  in  fhore  ;  the  waier  fhoaled  gradually  to  nine 
feet.  At  Forty-five  min.  pad  ten,  we  were  a  little 
below  the  foot  of  the  high- land,  and  flood  acrofs 
the  river  ;  found  the  channel  in  the  middle  from 
three  fathom  to  three  fathom  and  a  hall,  half  a  mile 
btoad ;  in  the  middle  of  the  channel  lour  fathom 
and  a  half,  foft  clay.  By  working  down  this  -J-an- 
nel,  towards  ti  e  river's  mouth,  we  found  it 
fteep  on  each  fide,  when  we  (lood  into  two  fa- 
thom and  a  half  before  put  the  helm  a  lee  •,  ere  the 
boat  was  ftayed,  (he  fliot  into  ten  feet  water.  When 
we  came  pretty  far  down,  feemingly  without  riie 
river's  mouth,  we  flood  into  two  tathom  and  a 
half  on  the  fouth  fide,  then  flood  to  the  northward 
till  we  founded  four  fathom  and  a  half,  then  to  the 
fouthward  till  we  founded  three  fathom,  then  to 
the  northward  till  we  founded  eight  lathom  and  a 
half,  in  the  be'r  of  the  channel.  The  channel  is 
deeper  here  than  farther  out;  for  as  we  came  up  we 
crofTed  the  channel  three  miles  without  this  pi  a  e, 
ana  haa  only  fix  fathom.  From  eight  fathom 
and  a  half,  we  flood  to  the  S.  eaflv/ard  about  three 
miles,  faw  a  pomt  or  ridge  of  flones  on  the  fouth- 
fide,  diftance  three  quarfers  of  a  mile,  foun  Jed  three 
fathom  :    this  point  of  flones  dries  four  or  five  feet 

perpen- 
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perpendicular,  and  feems  to  lie  two  or  three  miles 
from  fhore;  but  there  are  flats  that  dry  at  low-water 
all  the  way  to  the  fliore,  fo  that  a  man  may  walk 
from  thefe  ftones  to  the  land  :  then  we  flood  north- 
ward; the  water  deepened  little  in  half  a  mile.  When 
we  had  flood  a  mile  northward,  we  faw  flones  dry 
on  the  north-fide,  diflance  three  quarters  of  a  mile  ; 
founded  three  fathom  and  a  half  to  four  fathom, 
(now  we  were  ahnofl  as  far  out  as  when  we  fleered 
N.  W,  a-crofs  the  channel  in  going  up  the  river, 
and  had  fix  fathom)  Then  we  fleered  E.S.E.  two  or 
three  miles.  Keeping  three  fathom,  near  the  fouth 
flats,  towards  low- water  (it  was  low- water  when  we 
were  hereabouts  in  our  progrefs  up  the  river) 
made  a  little  trip  to  the  northward  to  deepen  our 
water  ;  wind  at  S.  W.  a  frefh  gale  :  hawled  up  for 
the  fhip,  which  we  faw  very  plain  in  Five- fathom- 
hole,  all  the  way  after  we  had  pafTed  the  point 
of  flones  mentioned  above,  and  got  aboard  fif- 
teen min.  pafl  ftvtn  in  the  evening. 
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APPENDIX. 

Number     IV. 

A  furvey  of  the  courfe  of  Nelfon-riverj 
taken  along  the  fouth  fhore  at  high- 
water  mark.  Each  courfe  fet  by 
compafs^  variation  i6^,  45',  and 
meafured  by  a  wheel -^  with  obferva- 
tions. 

Firft  courfe  W,  hy  N.  half  N.  74  chains. 

THIS  firil  courfe  begins  at  Beacon  A, 
on  the  point  of  marlTi  that  parts  Nelfon 
and  Hay:  s's- rivers ;  and  goes  to  Beacon  B 
that  (lands  on  the  marfh  towards  Nelfon -riven 
(See  the  chart) 

Second  courfe  W,  hy  N.   190  chains, 

WnAYWEE-creek  is  20  chains  on  this  courfe 
There  are  two  other  fmail  creeks  before  the  courfe 
ends.  At  the  end  is  the  geefe  tent,  where  the 
Englifli  and  Indians  in  the  feafon  lie  to  kill  geefe. 


bearing  S.  W.    Diftance  half  a  mile. 


Third 
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^blrd  ccurfe  W,    1 60  chains. 

This  courfe  reaches  to  a  ledge,  called  at  York- 
fort  the  ledge  of  woods,  which  are  generally 
fmaJl  trees. 

Fourth  courfe  W,  hy  S.  430  chains. 

The  end  of  the  Indian  path  from  York- fort  to 
Nelfon-river,  is  at  240  chains  up  this  courfe.  Here 
the  Indians  quit  the  woods,  and  go  up  by  the  river 
fide.     In  this  courfe  are  patches  of  timber- trees. 

Fifth  ccurfe  W.  S,  JV.   160  chains. 

Forty  chains  up  this  courfe  opened  Flam- 
borough-head.  Some  large  trees  a  little  diltant 
from  the  river  fide. 

Sixth  courfe  S,  W.  by  IF.    240  chains. 

Burn'd  wood  upon  this  courfe.  Now  the  place 
begins  to  look  green  again. 

Seventh  courfe  S.  W.  270  chains. 

A  confiderable  quantity  of  tim'er- trees  along 
this  courfe  clofe  to  the  river  \  at  the  end  of  it 
a  creek  between  two  high  banks,  where  are 
many  rabbets;  this  creek  deep;  I  imagine  fhips 
may  winter  in  it,  but  being  frozen  I  could  not 
found  it.  The  iirft  ilream  or  fall  is  at  Flam- 
borough-Kead. 

Eighth  ccurfe  S.  W.   hy  W.    wo  chains. 

Timber- trees  along  this  courfe,  and  fereral 
creeks. 

Kinih  courfe  IV.  S,  IV.  50  chains. 
TiMBER-tress  ;:ad  a  marfh  all  this  courfe. 

fenth 
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Tenth  courfe  W.  by  S.  40  chains. 
Nothing  remarkable. 

Eleventh  courfe  TV.   o^o  chains 

h  barren  lleep  bank  and  ilone  fhore  all  this 
courfe. 

Twelfth  courfe  W.   hy  N.  250  chains.      . 

The  river  runs  near  the  bank  which  is  barren, 
tlie  fliore  ftony.  At  210  chains  is  a  creek  with 
feme  timber  in  it.  The  end  of  this  courfe  abreaft 
of  Seal-iiland. 

Thirteenth  courfe  V/.  half  S.  1 60   chai^^s. 

Sixty  chains  up  this  .courfe  is  a  creek,  where 
there  is  a  large  quantity  of  timber-trees.  Here  is  a 
long  fall  or  ftream  of  water,  where  captain  Fowler 
and  I  failed  up  in  a  long-boat,  and  turned  back 
when  we  were  almoft  up  it. 

Fourteenth  courfe  W.  S.  U^.   180  chains. 

Runs  into  a  Bay,  but  the  river  lyeth  W.  half  S. 
five  miles  up  from  Gillam's-ifland.  At  the  end  of 
this  courfe  is  a  creek,  where  is  a  good  quantity  of 
timber. 

Fifteenth  courfe  N.  W.    210  chains. 

The  third  fall  or  ftream  of  water. 

Sixteenth  courfe  W.  hy  N.  ^^o  chains. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  courfe  on  the  north 
fide  juft  above  a  point,  is  an  ifland  as  large  as 
Gillam's.   Sixty  chains  higher  are  foyr  iflands,  three 
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of  which  arc  abreaft  of  each  other,  the  largeft 
lies  higher  up  in  a  Bay  on  the  fouth  fide.  Sugar- 
loaf  iiland  is  the  largeft  of  the  three  abreaft  of 
each  other.    Small  trees  upon  all  thefe  iflands. 

There  are  two  creeks  on  this  courfe,  one  on 
the  north  fide  below  the  three  iflands,  the  other 
on  the  fouth  fide  in  the  Bay  over-againft  the  great 
ifland. 

Seventeenth  ccurfe  W.  N.  IV.   480  chains. 

The  land  is  very  high  ;  on  this  courfe  is  a  creek 
that  the  Indians  tell  us  goes  quite  through  to 
Hayes's-river,  where  it  is  called  Penny- Cutaway. 
The  Indians  arc  faid  to  have  gone  thro'  this  creek 
in  their  canoes  from  river  to  river. 

• 

Eighteenth  ccurfe  N.  ff^,  hy  W.  390  chains. 

High  land  and  barren ;  but  in  low  places  by 
the  river- fide  there  is  fine  timber,  and  alfo  in 
the  creeks.  Thefe  two  laft  courfes  I  did  not  mea- 
fure  v/ith  the  wheel,  apprehending  if  I  did,  I 
fnould  not  get  back  to  my  tent  that  night ;  fo 
only  v/alked  thefe  two  courfes,  fetting  them  by 
compafs. 

The  next  day  I  infpeded  the  north  fide  of  the 
river ;  oppofite  to  Seai-ifland  is  a  low  plain,  where 
are  fom^e  very  fine  timber- trees,  and  near  it  great 
ftore  of  fire- wood. 

Abreast  of  Gillam's-ifland  on  the  north  ^\^^  is 
d  creek,  in  which  we  found  two  or  three  flumps 
of  trees  that  had  been  cut  by  Europeans.  Three 
eighths  of  a  mile  above  Giiiam's-iQand  is  a  fine 
fmall  creek,  where  is  a  great  number  of  timber- 
trees ;  here  we  alfo  found  old  fiumps  cut  by 
Europeans  many  years  ago  :  there  being  fo  few  of 

thefe 
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thefe,  I  conjedured  the  people  had  only  tented  here 
a  few  days. 

There  are  many  trees  growing  on  the  north 
bank  from  Flamborough-head,  and  the  fame  on 
the  fouth  bank  as  far  as  I  went  up,  which  if 
cut  down  would  fall  into  the  water.  In  all  my 
furvey  I  did  not  fee  any  thing  from  which  I  could 
infer,  that  there  had  been  any  fettle  men  t  on 
this  river. 
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APPENDIX. 


Number     V, 

A  furvey  of  Seal  a?id  Gillam's  illands, 
which  lie  79  deg.  30  mtn.  S,  TV.  of 
Flamborough-head ;    dtjlance    three 

miles. 


I R  S  1'  ilation  at  a  point  on  the  fcirh  fide 
of  the  river  ciofe  to  high-water  mark. 
1  he  S.  E.  corner  of  Seal-ifland  bore  26  deg. 
N.  W.  Flamborough-head  and  that  corner  of 
Seal-ifland  made  an  angle  of  ^6  deg.  30  min. 
diftance  from  firil  Ration  fix   fuiiongs. 

Second  ftation  at  S.  E.  corner  of  Seal-ifland, 
Flamborough-head  bore  74  deg.  30.  min.  N.  E. 
m.aking  an  angle  with  firfl  ftation  of  79  deg. 

From  the  firft  flation  ro  a  creek's  m.outh  weft- 
ward,  on  the  fouth  fide  the  angle  to  fecond  ftation 
is  80  deg. 

From  fecond  ftation  betv/ixt  the  fame  creek's 
mouth  and  cl  e  iirft  ftation  the  angle  was  72  deg. 
30  min. 

Third  ftation  at  N.  E.  corner  of  Seal-ifland,  to 
a  point  at  th-  lower  end  of  a  bottom  of  woods, 
58  deg.  30  min.  Nc  E.   diftancc  3  furlongs  7  chains. 
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Fourth  llationat  S.  W.  corner  of  Seal-ifland,  to 
Beacon  A,  or  fouth  point  of  Giilam's-ifla^d,  69 
^cg-  30  min.  S.  W.  diftance  4  furlongs  1  chain. 
Thefe  ilations  v/ere  made  in  fo  cold  a  day,  that 
every  time  I  touched  the  inftrument  it  iliick  to 
my  fingers. 

The  breadth  of  the  water  from  the  north  fhore 
to  Seal-ifland,  2  furlongs   8  chains. 

Breadth  of  water  from  Seal  to  Gillam's-ifland 
8  chains ;  the  water  between  Seal  and  GilJam's- 
ifiand  is  from  2  to  3  fathom  deep  at  low  water,  and 
the  fame  from  Seal-ifland  to  north  fhore  :  the  other 
fides  lie  to  the  main  river :  the  length,  breadth, 
circumference,  heig'^.t  and  flope  I  have  mentioned 
in  N\  III.  The  beft  way  up  to  the  top  of 
Seal-ifland  is  the  middle  of  the  S.  S.  E.  fide  ;  the 
other  fides  being  very  fteep.  The  weft  end  of 
Gillam's  is  four  or  five  feet  higher  than  Seal-ifland  ; 
it  has  a  defcent  from  thence  to  the  eaftward, 
over  againfl:  Seal-ifland,  where  it  is  fo  low  that 
Ipring- tides  flow  over  it. 

The  acclivity  at  the  top  makes  the  diftance 
there  eighty  yards  more  than  at  the  water. 
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APPENDIX. 

N  U   M   B  R   R        VL 

jl  journal  of  the  winds  and  tides  at 

Churchill-river    in     Hudfon's-bay, 

for  parts  of  the  years    1746  and 

1747- 


IV    1    N    D    S.  tides  height 

in  feet, 

746,  OSfoh.  I  1^  T.  A  llrong  gale  14  4. 

2    I  ^^     No  remark 
New  moon.    3  X    ^     N.  W.  no  remark 

4  £.  by  N.  a  ftrong  gale  14 

5  N,  N.  W.  a  flrong  gale  15  4 

6  W.  N.  W.  moderate  15  ~ 

7  W.  by  S.  ditto  14  i 
No  remark  till  the 

16  S.  S.  W.  veerable  10 

17  S.  W.  by  W.   ditto  10  i 

18  N.  W.  U  4 

19  N.  W.  by  W.  moderate  12  4- 

20  E.   a  freih  gale  12  4- 

21  N.  E.   a  ftfong  gale  "12 

22  N.  E.  by  N.    a  frelhgale  12 

23  N,  E.    moderate  114. 
^4  N.  by   W.   very  moderate  10  4- 

57465  Oc- 
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Tides  height 
fF    I    N    D     S.  in  feet. 

iy4.6,  Ocfo.  25  S.  W.  by  S.  very  moderate    10  4. 

26  E.  by  N.  a  low  tide 

27  E.  by  N,    a  llrong  gale  9  4. 

28  E.  did  not  mind  the  tide 

29  S.  by  W.  moderate  10 

30  N.  by  W.    ditto  114. 

31  S.  W.  by  W.    ditto  n  1. 
November    i  N.  N.  W.    moderate  12 
New  moon   2  N.  by  W.     a  frefh  gale           14 

3  W.  by  N.  14  4. 

4  N.  by  W.    a  gentle  breeze  14  4 

5  W.  by  N.     ditto  134. 

6  N.   by  W.  a  frefh  gale  14 

7  N.  W.    moderate  1 1 
8N.  W.    ditto  II 

9  N.  W.   ditto  9  ^ 

10  N.  W.  by  N.   a  frefh  gale       9 

11  W.  N.  W.  a  gentle  breeze. 

The  ice  obflrudls  my  knowing  exadlly  the  tide's 
height,  but  it  is  a  low  tide. 

12  W.  N.  W,  a  low  tide 

13  W.  by  N.  ditto 

14  E.  by  N.    the  river  frozen   over 
within  a  mile  of  the  fea,  a  low  tide 

15  E.  moderate ;  fo  it  hath  been  three 
days  pall 

16  S.  E.    moderate,  a  low  tide 

17  W.  S.  W.  moderate,  ditto 
jS  S.  W.  moderate,  as  near  as  I  could 

guefs  tide  9    Icet 

j^  W.  by  N.    moderate,  tide  flowed 

near  9  htt 
20  W.  S,  W.  moderate,       a  low  u  e. 

Thes|; 
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These  ten  days  paft,  the  tide  has  not  ebbed 
fo  low  as  it  ebbs  in  fummer  by  2  feet  perpen- 
diiular;  and  from  its  not  Rowing  above  9  feet 
thefe  laft  fprings,  I  am  induced  to  beheve  that 
the  ftraits  thro'  which  it  comes  into  the  Bay, 
mufc  ac  this  time  be  full '  of  ice ;  and  that  there- 
fore thefe  llraits  are  fhallow  and  more  fubjedl  to 
the  froft  than  Churchill- river;  Churchill-river 
being  not  yet  frozen  over   near  the  fea. 

WINDS. 

Nov.  t  y^6,  2 1  S.  W.  a  gentle  breeze,  the  tide 
is  lower  than  any  tide  in  rummer 
22  W,  by  S.  the  froft  is  fo  violent, 
that  no  obfervations  can  be  made 
upon  the  tides  till  the  river  Is  open 
again,  which  will  not  be  till  June. 

WINDS. 

Nov.  23  N,  N.  W,  Decern,  10  N.  W.  by  W. 

24  N.  W.  1 1  S.  W. 

25  W.  by  N„  12  E. 
26W.  N.  W.  13N.  W. 

27  W.  by  N.  14  N.  W.  byN. 

28  W.  by  S.  15N.  by  W. 
29N,W.  i6  W.N.W. 
30  N.  W.  17W.  S.  W, 

Decern,    i  W.  by  N.  18  N.  W.  by  N. 

2  W.  19  N.  V/. 

3  W.  20  N.  N.  W. 
4"W.  N.W.  21  N.  W.  by  N. 

5  W.  by  N.  22  W.  bv  N. 

6  N.  N.  W.  23  W.  N.  W. 

7  N.  W.  by  W.  24  W.  N.  W. 

8  N,  W.  25  N.  W.  by  N. 

9  N.  W,  26  S,  W. 

■  27N. 
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fF    I    N    D    S. 

Decern,  2^  N.  W.  by  W.  31  N.  E. 

28  N.  N.  W.  Fe^.    I  W.  N.  W. 

29  N.  W.  2  N,  W. 

30  N.  W.  by  W.  3  N.  N.  W.    ' 
31N.W.  byW.  4N.  W. 

Jan.    I  W.  by  N.  5  S.  W. 

1747   2  W.  6S.  byE. 

3  N.  W.  by  W.  7  S.  by  W. 

4  N.  W.  8  S.  by  E. 

5  N.  W.   by  N.  9  N. 

6  N.  W.  10  Eallerly. 
7N.  W.  byN.  II  N.  N.  E. 
8  N.  W.  12  W. 
9N.  W.  13S.  S.  E. 

loN.W.  148. 

iiN.  W.  i5S.bvW. 
12N.  W.        •  16  W.  byN. 

13S.  W.  17N.  w. 

14S.  byW.  18  W.  byN. 

1 5  N.  W.  by  W.  19  N.  N.  W. 

16W.  N.  W.  20N.  W. 

17N.  byW,  21N.  W. 

18N.  W.  22  N.  W. 

19  W.  N.  W.  23  N.  W.  by  W, 

20  N.  N.  W.  24  S.  by  W. 
21W.  NW.  25N.  W. 

22  S.  by  W,  26N.  W. 

23  N.  W.  27  S.  W. 

24  N.  W.  28  N.  W.  by  N. 

25  N.  W.       Mar,  1  S. 

26  N.  byE.  2N.  N.W. 

27  N.  3  N.  W. 

28  E.  byN,  5W.N.W. 

29  N.  N.  E.  6  W.  by  N. 

30  N.  N.  E.     -  .  7  W.  N.  W. 

8W, 
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WINDS, 


Mar.   8W,  N.  W. 
1747  9S.  by  W. 

loN.W. 

II  N.W, 

12  s.  s.  w. 

•  13W.N.  w. 

I4N.W, 
15  s, 

16N.  w. 

1-7  N. 
i8'N.  N.W. 

19  N.  W. 

20  N.  W,  by  W. 

21  E. 

22  S.  E. 

23  S. 

24  Southerly. 

25  N. 

26  W.  N.  W. 

27  Southerly. 

28  Southerly. 

29  Northerly. 

30  Eafterly. 

31  Eafterly. 
Jpril    iN.N.  E. 

2  Northerly. 

3  Northerly. 

4  Northerly. 

5  Northerly. 

6  Southerly. 

7  Very  veerable. 

8  N.  veerable. 

9  S.  veerable. 
joN.  W. 

II  S.  veerable. 


April  12  Eafterly. 
13N.  N.  E. 

14  N.  N.  W. 

15  N.  W. 

16  Southerly, 

17  Northerly. 

18  Southerly. 

19  Northerly. 

20  Northerly. 

21  Northerly. 

22  Northerly. 

23  Northerly. 

24  N.  W. 

25  Veerable. 

26  E. 

27  Eafterly. 

28  E.  by  N. 

29  N. 

30  Northerly. 
May     I  Veer'd  all  round 

the  compafs. 

2  Veer'd   in  N. 
E.  quarter. 

3  N.  W.  by  W. 

4  Northerly. 

5  Northerly. 

6  Northerly. 

7  N.  N.  E. 
.8  Northerly. 
9  E.  by  S. 

10  N.  N.  W. 

1 1  Southerly. 

12  Northerly. 

13  Northerly. 

14  Northerly. 

15  s. 
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WINDS. 

May  15  S.  May  29  N.  W  by  N. 

J  747  1 6  Eafterly.  30  N.  N.  W„ 

17  Eafterly.  June  31  S. 

18  Eafterly  i  N.  W. 

19  Eafterly.  2  N.  W. 

20  N.  E  by  E.  3  N.  W. 
21E.N.  E.  4S.  E, 

22  N.  E,  byN.  5S.W.  byS. 

23  N.  6  N.  W.  by  N. 

24  N.  7  N.  W. 

25  Northerly.  8  W.  N.  W. 

26  E  by  N.  9  Eafterly. 

27  Wefterly.        F  moon  10  W.  N  W. 

28  N.  W.  by  W.  II  W.  S.  W. 
Moderate;  the  river  is  broke  open,  tide  10  feet. 

Tides  height 
WINDS.  in  feet. 

June  12  E.  afrefh  gale  10  i 

13  N.  N.  E.  ditto. 

14  N.  by  E.  moderate  12 

15  W.  veered  much  12 

16  W.  moderate  11 

Evening  tide  10  ^ 

17  S.  moc^erate  10  4 

1 8  N.  by  W.   a  frelh  gale  1 1 

The  tide  ebbs  out  lower  fince  the  river  broke 
open  than  any  other  time  a-year. 

19  S.  moderate  9  4 

20  W.    moderate,    did    not   mind  the 

tide's  height 

21  W.  N.  W.  alow  tide 

22  N.  moderate,  tide  height  not  obferved 

23  W.  S.  W.  moderate  9  4- 

The 
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The  tide  ebbs  out  nov/  as  it  generally  does  all 
the  year. 

JV    I    N    B     S.  "Tide^  height 

in  feet. 

June  24  N.  N.  W.    a  brifk  gale  1 1 
New  moon.  25  N  W.  by  N.  ditto 

26  W.  moderate  11 

Evening  tide  1 1  ^ 

27  N.  W.  by  N.  blows  frefh  1 1 
28N.  W.  byW.   moderate  11  i 

Evening  tide  12 

29  Southerly 5    moderate  12 

30  N.  N.  W.   a  brifk  gale  13 
July     I  Northerly,   a  brifk  gale  13  i 

2  S.  W.  by  S.   moderate 

3  Northerly,  moderate  1 1  4- 

4  N.  E.  by  E.  moderate  1 1  ~ 

5  Eafterly,   blows   frefh  12 

5  Eafterly,   blows  hard  1 1  -J 

7  N.  by  E.   a  frefh  gale  1 1  4- 

8  Wefterly,  moderate  n  i 

9  W.  N.  W.  moderate  12 

10  Weflerly,    ditto  11  -i 

11  Wefterly,  moderate  11  4- 

Evening  tide  13  4 

12  Northerly,  blows  freih  14 

13  N.  E.  blows  hard  15 
f4N.  E.    moderate  12 

15  N.  E.  by  N.  a  frefli  gale 

16  Southerly,  moderate 

17  Southerly,  ditto 

18  N.  E.  by  N. 

19  Wefterly. 

20  W.  by  S. 

21  S.  by  E. 

I  am 
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I  am  employed  fo  much  in  other  bufinefs  that 
I  cannot  take  the  particular  height  of  the  tides, 
but  they  are  moderate. 

PF    I    N    D     S. 

July  22  Northerly. 

23  N.  E. 

24  N.  E. 

At  this  time  I  was  engaged  in  founding  Nel- 
fon- river. 

25  N.  E.  by  E.  little  wind  and  veered 
much.  With  fuch  veerable  winds  the  tides  are 
always  low  here. 

26  Southerly,  a  fine  gale 

27  Southerly,  ditto 

28  Wcfterly,    veerable 

29  Eafterly,  blows  freih 

30  Southerly,  moderate 

3 1  S.  W.  a  fine  breeze 

Auguft    I  Wefterly,  moderate  and  veerable 

2  Northerly,  blows  frefh 

3  S.  W.   a  fine  breeze  and  veerable 

4  N.  N.  W.    moderate  and  veerable 

5  Wefterly,  moderate  and  veerable 

6  S.  W.  a  fine  gale  and  veerable 
The  Hudfon's-bay,    captain  Fowler  came  into 

the  river. 

7  S.  W.  veerable 

I  was  difcharged  out  of  the  fort  and  went  on 
board  the  fhip  for  England. 

The  nights  of  the  5th  and  6th  September 
1745,  the  tide  flowed  higher  than  the  proper 
fprings;  the  moon  feven  days  old.  20th  Sep- 
tember 1745,  tide  flov/ed  13  feet  7  inches.  At 
this  feafon  the  higheft  tides  are  often  five  or  fix  days 
after  the  full  or  change  of  the  moon,  occafioned  by 
hard  gales  in  the  N.  W.  quarter. 
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